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When David Bonnema, the senior 
pastor at Unity Presbyterian Church in 
Denver learned that the First Presbyte-
rian Church in Lincolnton was going to 
close, he admits to being quite saddened.

“Our church is from 1764 and their 
church was 205 years old, so you’ve got 
two really historic Presbyterian church-
es in this area,” he said. “In conversa-
tions with people, we learned that it was 
a combination of a big, beautiful, histor-
ic building with its maintenance needs 
climbing, a congregation aging out, and 
then COVID.”

First Presbyterian Church Lincolnton 
closed its doors in January 2020.

“Unity’s a strong church,” Bonnema 
said. “Before COVID, we had about 350 
people coming each Sunday. We had a 
lot of connections in Lincolnton – mem-
bers who had parents who were going to 
that church and those who were baptized 
in it. We wondered if there was a way 
to continue some sort of church in Lin-
colnton. We knew it was going to have 
to look different, we just didn’t know 
what that meant.”

Bonnema called every member of 

First Presbyterian, which was about 40 
at the time it closed, asking about the 
church and what their needs were in a 
future church. The answers were across 
the board and created a long conversa-
tion of what the future would be.

“Not that the traditional way wasn’t 
the right way, but if we’re starting some-
thing completely new, what would we 
want it to look like,” he said. “That’s 
where Reed Conley came in. We hired 
Reed with a vision of the future church 
in mind.”

Originally from Florida, Conley re-
located to Lincolnton with his family 
to plant this new church which will be 
called “Artisan Church.” It won’t meet 
in the old First Presbyterian Church 
building, but in the back portion of the 
Anderson Building which was once used 
as a wedding venue, Venue on Main. 

“As people of faith, we believe that 
we were created by the master artisan,” 
Conley said. “In this particular expres-
sion, we’re going to be lifting up the 
arts and creativity as a way to celebrate 
life. We see a lot of appreciation for art 
and culture here in Lincolnton. It’s pop-
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Weather
Today: Scattered Showers, 86

Tonight: TStorms, 67
Saturday: Sunny, 88

Saturday night: Partly Cloudy, 67
Sunday: Clouds and Sun, 91

Obituaries

Gardening behind walls
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It’s not unusual to have a fence 
installed around a garden, but that’s 
usually to keep critters out. At one 
particular garden in Lincolnton, the 
fence is a bit more substantial than 
what is the norm for a garden en-
closure. 

The fences installed around the 
grounds at the Lincoln Correction-
al Center in Lincolnton are there to 
keep inmates in. Approximately 10 
acres of open land within the center 
have been put in vegetable produc-
tion. Labor is supplied, voluntarily, 
by inmates. 

“Providing the vegetables to the 
community preceded me,” Asso-
ciate Warden Daniel Brown said. 
“We expanded the garden this year. 
New Vision Ministries provides 
the seeds and some of the tools we 

‘Artisan Church’ to hold first service in September

Contributed  

ABOVE: John Daugherty (left), Sgt. Kendall Buford, Fred Gambill and Pastor Scott Mann finish 
loading vegetables grown by inmates at the Lincoln Correctional Center to deliver to Christian 
Ministry of Lincoln County. BELOW: Crops are grown and cared for by inmates on a volunteer basis.
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Schools: masks now 

mandatory for at least 

30 days
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Lincoln County Schools has now made masks man-
datory in all schools and school buses pursuant to a 
request made by Lincoln County Health Director Da-
vin Madden. According to a posting made on Face-
book on Aug. 17, Madden has determined our county 
to be at high risk for community transmission. This 
new mandate was put in place beginning Aug. 18 and 
is temporary for a minimum of 30 days. This tem-
porary mask mandate does not apply to outdoor ac-
tivities and applies to everyone inside school facili-
ties regardless of their vaccination status or COVID 
recovery exposure status.

In their meeting on Aug. 10, the board voted on a 
motion made by board member Christine Sutton to 
implement a masks optional plan and to let Madden 
“lead the way.” The vote was 4 to 3 with board mem-
bers Joan Avery, Myra Heavner and Todd Wulfhorst 
voted against the decision to make masks optional.

For Lincoln County Schools, indoor athletics will 
be impacted during this time frame to require specta-
tors to wear masks and to social distance in the stands.  
Student athletes sitting on the bench during competi-
tion will be required to wear their mask, but students 
on the court engaged in vigorous activity will be al-
lowed to compete without their mask being worn.  
This applies to practice times as well.  Social distanc-
ing will be expected at practices to the extent possible.  

Water fountain usage will be limited as well as it 
was during the 2020-2021 school year. Frequent mask 
breaks will be given to students and staff during the 
course of the class period and day. Students and staff 
seeking an exception to this requirement will have to 
provide medical documentation. 

Lincoln Charter School also put in place a masks 
optional protocol and in light of Madden’s letter, ef-
fective Aug. 17, all staff members at both campuses 
will be required to wear face coverings while indoors. 
All stakeholders (visitors, students, etc.) are strong-
ly encouraged to mask, while indoors. The Denver 
6th grade will mask until further notice, due to mul-
tiple positives in this grade. All students and staff will 
mask while using school transportation/bussing and 
afterschool care. Additional safety measures will be 
implemented in each building to provide an addition-
al layer of protection. 

The Lincoln Charter School Board will consider 
Madden’s recommendation at their next board meet-
ing which is scheduled of Aug. 23.

Lincoln Charter Schools is already in session. The 
first day of school for Lincoln County Schools is 
Monday, Aug. 23.

According to the most recent data released by the 
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Reed Conley who will be the new pastor at Artisan Church which will hold 
their first services in September.

Inmates at the Lincoln Correctional Center grow food for the community
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