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DENVER – They may be small 
in numbers, but they’re mighty in 
heart, team spirit and dedication. 
Wearing the team color of hot pink 
– to represent women in sports – the 
Lincoln Charter School women’s 
swim team recently won the 2023 
North Carolina High School Athlet-
ic Association Swimming and Div-
ing Championship. This is not their 
first state championship – they won 
it in 2022 as well.

A senior at Lincoln Charter, 
Grace Wilson also received the 
North Carolina Farm Bureau Insur-
ance Sportsmanship Award. She’s 
been swimming since she was five 
years old, swam in club events 
and started swimming for Lincoln 
Charter in middle school.

“I love the team atmosphere of 
swimming,” she said. “Knowing all 
these girls have my back. I think we 
felt the pressure going into state this 
year. We didn’t want to show it, our 
goal was to just have fun. I think we 
were surprised by the regional win 
at first – we just wanted to qualify. 
It was all a blur, but amazing to do 

it a second time in a row.”
The current team consists of four 

seniors including Brooklyn DeCann 
who took up swimming as a two-
year-old. She also swam for club 
teams and started swimming for Lin-
coln Charter in middle school. 

“It’s been great mentoring the new 
girls and watching them fall in love 
with the sport of swimming,” she 
said. “I love sharing my love of the 
sport.”

Jade Chamblee and Gianna 
D’Amato, both seniors, started 
swimming young as well. 

Relatively new to swimming, Ol-
ivia Comesky was brought into the 
sport by the current seniors.

“After they won states last year, I 
wanted to be a part of the team,” she 
said. 

Every day brings a new challenge, 
and a new opportunity, Head Coach 
Dillon Ross added. 

“We practice in Huntersville, so 
we’re there early in the morning and 
sometimes late at night, whenever 
we can get lane space and a diving 
board,” he said.

Lincoln Charter’s swim/dive team 
has been in existence for some time 

now. They’re now pulling a lot from 
the greater Charlotte area and the 
bulk of the team attends the Denver 
campus. Winning the state champi-
onships twice is relatively rare, ac-
cording to Head Dive Coach Christy 
Hutchinson. While it’s a team effort, 
it really isn’t a team sport. Many of 
the girls don’t come together until 
they swim at an event.

“Swimming at states is a tad bit 
different than football or basket-
ball,” she said. “You’re not playing 
one team head-to-head. You have 
to qualify athletes in each individ-
ual event and each individual event 
has minimum qualification stan-
dards. Many times, large teams have 
an advantage because there’s a lim-
ited number of events an individual 
swimmer or diver can be entered in. 
If you have multiple athletes who 
can meet those qualification stan-
dards in multiple events, you have a 
lot of flexibility.”

On Lincoln Charter’s state quali-
fying team, they had a roster of 12 
girls. Last year, for the last state 
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Lincoln Charter swim team wins state 

championship for the second year in a row
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Members of the Lincoln Charter School women’s swim team won the North Carolina High School 
Athletic Association Swimming and Diving Championship not once, but twice.
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LINCOLNTON – Automobile con-
sumers increasingly are purchasing elec-
tric vehicles (“EV”) which have grown 
more popular as government administra-
tions push zero-emission automobiles. 
However, EVs come with their own par-
ticular security and hazard concerns that 
should be considered.

EVs have personal security vulner-
abilities not normally found in tradi-
tional vehicles. (EVs) are packed with 
chips and software that control every-
thing from their batteries and motors to 
cruise control and braking. According 
to consulting firm, Bain and Company, 
gas cars have about 150 electronic con-
trol units and the average EV has 3000 
chips. Yes, with all this computer equip-
ment EV can be hacked in ways that af-
fect certain functions of the car. Hackers 
have been able to get the personal infor-
mation of the owner of the car, but some 
complex firewalls have prevented the 
car from being completely taken over. 
However, in the very near future don’t 
be surprised if hackers can both control 

and steal EV, especially the self-driving 
ones. For now, the most likely infor-
mation to be gained by a hacker would 
be the owner’s credit card information. 
Nevertheless, other information such as 
usernames, passwords and banking in-
formation may be stolen. If such infor-
mation is obtained, it will probably not 
be known as there will be no physical 
evidence as to the way the car starts and 
is driven. A number of studies have al-
ready proven that it is possible to elec-
tronically break into an EV, including al-
tering the tire pressure and preventing a 
car from using its brakes, according to 
writer Charlie Osborne. The worrying 
thing about these attacks is that 82% of 
them occur remotely, meaning the hack-
er doesn’t have to be inside the car. 

Hackers have also been successful at 
hacking charging stations. If a hacker is 
able to get into the servers or a network 
of chargers, then a lot of problems could 
take place. Some of the EV charging 
networks are very insecure because they 
were not designed with security in mind. 

Electric vehicles: New technology with new challenges

See EV, page 6
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Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s detectives 

investigating a 

break-in to a Denver 

business
Staff Report

LINCOLNTON – Lincoln County Sheriff’s de-
tectives are investigating a break-in and larceny at 

a Denver busi-
ness.

D e p u -
ties were dis-
patched to 
Denver Con-
struction Com-
pany at 4501 
N NC 16 Busi-
ness Highway 
on March 4 ref-
erence some-
one cutting 
through a chain 
link fence and 
entering the 
business. Det. 
A. Mocilan re-

Residents split on 

whether a freight 

operation should be 

allowed on property 

on Alf Hoover Road
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LINCOLNTON – Community members opin-

ions were split during a public hearing held at the 

most recent joint meeting of the Lincoln Coun-

ty Board of Commissioners and Lincoln County 

Planning Board held Monday evening on wheth-

er trucks and trailers would be allowed to park at 

a residence on Alf Hoover Road. Jamie and Sadie 

Bridges requested approval to rezone a 1.18-acre 
portion of a 13.9-acre parcel from Transitional Res-

idential to Conditional Zoning General Industrial 

to permit the use of that portion of the property as 

a parking area for up to four trucks and trailers for 
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