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Mail delivery delayed in Twin Lakes
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Susie Kester and her hus-

band John, like many others 

in Twin Lakes, receive medi-

cations and bills by mail and 

count on regular delivery 

Monday through Friday. 

But due to staffing issues 

at the Buena Vista Post 

Office, the couple went 10 

days without any deliver-

ies earlier this month before 

f inally receiving one on 

Wednesday, Jan. 18. 

“We’re trying to think posi-

tive,” said Kester, “but there’s 

no other option.” 

The medications, which are 

used to treat her husband’s 

Parkinson’s, are mostly deliv-

ered through the mail. The 

couple would need to secure 

a new prescription from a 

neurologist to get them else-

where. “We’d rather not do 

that,” said Kester. “But we 

will if need be.” 

James Boxrud, U.S. Postal 

Service (USPS) communica-

tions specialist for Colorado, 

said delays delivering mail 

out of the Buena Vista Post 

Office are due to staffing 

issues. For the last few weeks, 

the office as been short as 

much as half their staff. 

“The postmaster and cur-

rent employees are working 

to fill the gap until we can 

permanently fill those posi-

tions,” said Boxrud, adding 

that USPS also sent employ-

ees from other areas in the 

state to Buena Vista to help 

staff catch up with mail and 

package delivery. In addition 

to seeking temporary outside 

help, Buena Vista is actively 

hiring for two full-time carri-

ers, four substitute carriers 

and three clerk positions. 

John Alexander, who owns 

Mount Elbert Lodge with his 

wife Rebecca, says there isn’t 

an excuse for what’s been hap-

pening. 

“It’s your job to deliver 

daily,” said Alexander, who 

is also a former USPS carri-

er who retired back in 2020. 

Although there are some 

extenuating circumstanc-

es such as natural disasters 

that can get in the way, being 

short-handed isn’t an emer-

gency, according to Alexander, 

adding that he never failed 

to deliver his mail route as a 

carrier. 

“Businesses and postal 

patrons are suffering,” said 

Alexander. “It’s a problem 

and we’re impacted by this. 

Everyone in this valley is 

Assessor appears virtually in meeting 
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Mailboxes for Twin Lakes residents sit on CO 82 and County Road 10. One has a sign taped 

to it alerting residents to mail delivery complications and encouraging them to voice their 

concerns. 
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The Lake County Board 

of County Commissioners 

(BOCC) asked Treasurer 

Padraic Smith to perform 

Assessor Miguel Martinez’s 

statutory duties in a special 

session last Friday. 

This was the first public 

meeting Martinez attended 

since the county passed a 

resolution barring him from 

entering county facilities fol-

lowing a verbal altercation 

between himself, Assessor’s 

Office staff and Commissioner 

Jeff Fiedler. 

According to BOCC, com-

missioners have reached out 

numerous times requesting 

that Martinez present a plan 

for how he’ll operate his office 

while also protecting Lake 

County employees and the 

public from inappropriate con-

duct. 

To make sure statutory 

deadlines such as completed 

property assessments are met, 

the county felt it made sense 

to ask the Treasurer’s Office 

to undertake the assessment 

duties, which is allowed under 

CRS 30-10-716. Smith agreed 

to take on the extra responsi-

bilities during the meeting. 

Martinez attended the Jan. 

20 meeting remotely, which 

turned into a heated exchange 

between him and the commis-

sioners. 

When asked to share his 

plan for operating the office, 

Martinez requested BOCC 

make arrangements for him 

to return to his space in the 

county building so he can per-

form his duties as elected, 

claiming the ban was illegal. 

“That is not a plan, you are 

requesting for us to rescind a 

statement,” said BOCC Chair 

Sarah Mudge during the 

meeting. “Our plan has been 

to ask you to make arrange-

ments to come to the office 

and speak with us.”

Martinez said he can’t go to 

the office because he would be 

arrested due to the ban. 

The assessor can, however, 

enter the building if arrange-

ments are made such as hav-

ing a Lake County Sheriff’s 

O f f i c e  d e p u t y  p r e s e n t , 

said County Manager Tim 

Bergman.

But any in-person meeting 

with Martinez in the future 

likely wouldn’t be in the coun-

ty building due to a current 

restraining order filed by an 

Assessor’s Office employee, he 

added.

Fiedler said BOCC learned 

of  the restraining order 

filed by one of the assessor’s 

employees the morning of the 

Jan. 20 meeting and that it’s 

not related to the initial alter-

cation, but communication 

between Martinez and staff 

that followed. 

An in-person meeting has 

yet to happen, but Martinez 

suggested he would agree to 

meet somewhere in public 

with security. 

In a scheduling attempt, 

Mudge asked Martinez where 

he was and what his travel 

plans would be. 

The commissioners thought 

Martinez was in Bel ize 

because that’s where the call-

in number was from when he 

tried entering the meeting, 

said Fiedler, but Martinez 

didn’t respond when asked if 

that’s where he was. 

“I’m not in Leadville,” said 

Martinez during the meeting. 

“I have a house in Leadville. 

I have a house in many other 

places. I’m banned, so why 

would I be there freezing?”

Ultimately the commission-

ers did not reach an agree-

ment with Martinez before 

he left the meeting early on 

Friday.

Martinez sent a letter to 

the board later that day ques-

tioning their legal authority to 

ban him from performing his 

statutory obligations at the 

Lake County Courthouse and 

expressing his disagreement 

with the county’s decision to 

ask the treasurer to fulfill 

assessor duties. 

“I have not failed to assess 

any property as property 

reevaluations are not due 

until this year, 2023,” wrote 

Martinez. “I want to reiter-

ate to you and the Leadville 

community: I HAVE NOT 

ABANDONED MY OFFICE. 

You, the BOCC, have made 

baseless and unfair accusa-

tions towards me and in the 

process are doing a disservice 

to the taxpayers.” 

BOCC responded in a letter 

on Jan. 23 written by Mudge 

arguing that BOCC does not 
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