
www.leadvilleherald.com

Herald Democrat 
Thursday, March 16, 2023Leadville, Colorado Vol. 144, No. 11• $1

Men’s basketball 
reflects on season

Page 10 

Nordic skiers to 
race in Alaska
      Page 11

Roeder is Panther 
of the Week

Page 12

Locals report hike in Safeway prices
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Local resident Ian Critz compares milk prices at the Leadville Safeway. “You can’t get out of 

here for less than 50 bucks,” said Critz. “Even for just one meal.”

by Emma Gadeski

Herald Reporter

For Leadville local and dad 
Ian Critz, high food prices in 
Leadville mean his family’s 
grocery budget is over by at 
least 40 percent.

“It’s been nuts,” said Critz, 
adding that the inflation kind 
of just creeps up, especially 
out here in the mountains. 
“You can’t get out of here for 
less than 50 bucks. Even for 
just one meal.” 

Concerns about high food 
prices in Lake County, food 
insecurity and a lack of com-
petition to the one grocery 
store in town — none of which 
are new — have amped up 
since the COVID-19 pan-
demic and ongoing inflation, 
and has prompted more dis-
cussions among local nonprof-
its and government officials. 
But the issue remains largely 

unsolved on the ground. 
William Byrne, another 

Leadville local of 57 years, 
said he shops pretty much 
daily at Safeway to grab a few 
items despite noticing inflat-
ed costs, besides the occa-
sional trip down to the Buena 
Vista City Market. “I have no 
choice,” said Byrne. “They’re 
isn’t anything else here.” 

Although he’s seen prices 
increase at Safeway “big time” 
over the past few years, Byrne 
said it’s an issue everywhere. 

“It would still be nice 
to have more options like a 
Walmart or King Soopers,” 
said Byrne, who’s seen differ-
ent grocery stores such as a 
Food Town come and go over 
the decades, creating more 
variety and competition.

SVH to relocate family health center
by Emma Gadeski

Herald Reporter

The St. Vincent Family 
Health Center (SVFHC) will 
relocate to the old hospi-
tal at 822 W. Fourth St. this 
September to cut rent costs 
and further financial turn-
around efforts.   

To operate the practice at 
735 U.S. 24 South, the hos-
pital pays approximately 
$18,000 a month to Dr. Lisa 
Zwerdlinger, who still owns 
the building where Rocky 
Mountain Family Practice 
(RMFP) operated before 
merging with St. Vincent 
Health (SVH) in June of 2021. 

Now that most of SVH’s 
services are in the new 
hospital which opened in 
September 2021, the old hos-
pital provides ample space to 
absorb SVFHC while continu-
ing to operate specialty clin-
ics as well, according to SVH 
Marketing Director Karen 
Onderdonk. 

Onderdonk added that 
the move should yield higher 

annual reimbursements on 
Medicare and Medicaid cost 
reports since the old hospital 
will be used for clinic space. 
The hospital using its own 
space for patient care can also 
allow for building allocation 
reimbursements.

Having SVFHC right next 
to the new hospital building 
will also move patients closer 
to ancillary services such as 
the lab and x-ray machine.

In 2015, the old hospital 
was deemed not suitable for 
inpatient care due to con-
cerns about the HVAC system 
and updated regulations for 
patient room standards, said 
Onderdonk, which prompt-
ed plans to construct a new 
building. 

The hospital previously 
used space heaters to make 
up for a lack of heat delivery 
throughout the building, but 

these were removed when the 
fire marshal notified the hos-
pital this wasn’t in compli-
ance.

Thanks to repairs on the 
HVAC and boiler systems 
SVH made over the years, 
Onderdonk said the building 
is now suitable for outpatient 
care or visits where patients 
won’t be staying the night.

The boilers, which used to 
break down almost daily, will 
continue to undergo repairs 
as needed, Onderdonk added. 
“The system is old. It will 
always need upkeep.”

S V F H C  e x a m  r o o m s 
will be moved to the build-
ing’s special clinic area, said 
Onderdonk. The building is 
currently home to specialty 
clinics, physical therapy, occu-
pational therapy and some 
business and administrative 
offices. 

Around 10 years ago, the 
hospital took over opera-
tions of the Leadville Medical 
Clinic located at 825 W. Sixth 
St., the building where Lake 
County Build a Generation 
and public health offices cur-
rently operate. 

In 2019, the hospital moved 

the clinic to the old hospital 
and began renting the clin-
ic space to the Lake County 
Public Health Agency before 
moving to its current location 
along U.S. 24 following the 
merger with RMFP. 

Since merging, SVH paid 
rent to Zwerdlinger to use the 
space, although she has since 
left SVH and opened a new 
direct patient care practice 
last fall, which has an office 
next door. 

Zwerdlinger still owns the 
SVFHC building but doesn’t 
plan to operate there again, 
meaning it will be back on the 
market.

Starting last year the 
hospital began struggling 
to make the rent payments 
for the space, according to 
Zwerdlinger, who recalls 
Interim CEO John Gardner 
and Board Chair Francine 
Webber approaching her in 
late summer or early fall say-
ing they couldn’t afford the 
rent and asking what she 
could do. 

In response, Zwerdlinger 
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The St. Vincent Family Health Center building at 735 U.S. 24 

South will move to the old hospital on or around Sept. 1 in an 

effort to eliminate rent costs during financial turnaround. Dr. 

Lisa Zwerdlinger, who owns the building, said rent from the 

hospital was late for a period of time. 


