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Ark River land acquisition complete

Local groups combat food insecurity

Harvesting trees for good

Photo by Patrick Bilow

Members of the Leadville Lions Club stand for a photo in front of trees they cut down 

earlier that day, which will later be put up for sale as part of an annual fundraiser. 

Pictured back row from left are Bob Tait, Kerry McNair, Bob Deister, Tim Swanner, 

George Benson, Jack Saunders and Larry Jack. In the middle row from left are Ilene 

Jack, Marlene Eisenring, Connie Yant, Erin Duggin, Jean Elliott and Bob Smith. In the 

front row is Amy Tait. Not pictured are Ric Eisenring, Mick Lindquist, Mark and Carol 

Glenn and Juanita McCoy. 

Emma Gadeski

Herald Reporter

The Central  Colorado 

Conservancy (CCC) purchased 

110 acres of land along the 

upper Arkansas River this 

fall, marking the final stage in 

a years-long effort to conserve 

land in the area. 

T h e  A r k a n s a s  R i v e r 

Community Preserve now 

includes 271 acres and stretches 

two miles along the Arkansas 

River, all of which is closed to 

development through a conser-

vation easement Colorado Open 

Lands (COL) will maintain. 

The newly acquired parcels 

are included in Lake County’s 

public access easement for the 

land. The preserve is closed 

right now, but should open 

to passive recreation activi-

ties like hiking and fishing in 

a year once the county, CCC 

and COL agree on a land 

management plan. The plan 

will manage use in a way that 

balances both recreation and 

wildlife habitat protection. 

“The preserve stands as 

a powerful example of long-

term land use planning com-

ing to fruition,” said County 

Commissioner Sarah Mudge, 

referring to years of river res-

toration work conducted by 

the Lake County Open Space 

Initiative, CCC and the Upper 

Arkansas River Restoration 

Project.

Conservation and govern-

ment groups previously iden-

tified the preserve’s parcels as 

possible areas to protect from Photo by Emma Gadeski

The Arkansas River Community Preserve now extends to 271 acres along the river. The Central 

Colorado Conservancy purchased 110 acres of land this fall, marking the final step in the 

years-long effort to protect the area.  
Continued on page 3
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Lake County residents are 

experiencing ongoing food 

insecurity exacerbated by 

the pandemic and this year’s 

record inflation, resulting 

in an increased demand for 

resources. 

To combat these concerns, 

government and nonprofit 

groups are addressing gaps 

in the county’s food system 

highlighted in the 2014, 

2018 and 2020 Lake County 

Community Food Systems 

Community Reports compiled 

by community connectors, 

outside consultants and Lake 

County Build a Generation 

(LCBAG). 

Issues identified in previ-

ous surveys and focus groups 

include stigma surrounding 

food assistance, distrust of 

government services, lack of 

awareness and education sur-

rounding resources and sus-

tainability of resources.

“In an ideal world, the 

community wouldn’t have to 

rely on the charitable food 

system,” said Mara Gwin, 

food access facilitator with 

LCBAG. “But it’s a great tool 

everyone should access when 

they need it.” 

Gwin said food assistance 

programs like food pantries 

are sort of the “Band-Aids” 

that can address hunger in the 

moment and have been essen-

tial to addressing ongoing need 

in Lake County, especially 

since the pandemic hit.

In 2020, the number of 

people visiting St. George 

Episcopal Church’s food pan-

try skyrocketed and staff saw 

the county’s explosion of need 

first-hand. 

In response, St. George 

expanded its food pantry 

offerings by introducing a 

grant-funded food budget. 

Before the pandemic, the 

church didn’t budget any 

money for food and relied sole-

ly on donations and rescued 

items.

Two years later, St. George 

is still operating with the new 

food budget model and navi-

gating increased need sparked 

by inflation. Private donors 

contribute five percent of the 

budget payroll and the rest 

come from grants, which are 

not guaranteed, according to 

St. George Administrative 

Assistant Liz Larkin. 

“We’ve had some grant 

money rolling in and I think 

we’re going to be OK,” said Continued on page 2


