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 The Laurel City Council 
heard from one opponent 
and two supporters of three 
downtown sculptures that 
have created some contro-
versy, with some saying 
on social media that they 

depict slav-
ery and are 
racist.
 “To even 
look at them 
and see 
color is ab-
surd,” Chad 
Edwards 
said of the 
creation of 

renowned local artist Jason 
Kimes. “It’s rust on iron. 
They’re just figures. They’re 
for a manufacturing plant 
in South Carolina. What’s 
racist about it?”
 Social media posts said 
there was a group of people 
who are against the statues 
and were demanding that 
council members remove 
them, but only one oppo-

nent spoke out. 
 “If you have something 
that offends someone, you 
should take it down,” Faye 
Jackson said.
 But downtown art gallery 
owner Amy Luker said that 
would be a dangerous prec-
edent.
 “Even if you don’t like it, 
it’s art, and there’s freedom 
of speech,” she said.
 All of the comments were 
made during the Citizens’ 
Forum portion of the meet-
ing, which was on Friday 
morning because city offi-
cials were at a Mississippi 
Municipal League meeting 
in Jackson on Tuesday, 
which is the regular meeting 
day. As a matter of policy, 
council members don’t 
speak or take any action on 
anything that’s talked about 
during the Citizens’ Forum. 
 After the meeting, Coun-
cilman Tony Wheat said he 
was sitting there thinking, 
“Is this really happening? 
(Kimes’) work is on display 
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Pitching punter

Northeast Jones 
standout selected
all-state football

in first season
playing the sport

today in history
Jan. 12

1773: The first public muse-
um in America is established 
in Charleston, S.C.
1966: “Batman” debutes on 
ABC-TV.
1998: 19 European nations 
agree to prohibit human 
cloning. 
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• Parkey Lane Adams
• Robert Glenn Cubley Sr.
• James Franklin Lovette
• Texana M. McFarland

Talent show, parade on tap for Laurel observance of MLK Jr.
From staff reports

 The Do You Know Foundation of Mississip-
pi will celebrate the 31st year of observance of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day activities in 
Laurel starting Friday night.
 The events kick off with a talent show 
featuring Laurel’s King Slim on Friday night 
at 6 at the L.T. Ellis Center at 610 Munson 

St. Tickets are $10 and will support the MLK 
scholarship fund.
 “Kids teens young adults come out and 
show your talent have a great time while 
contributing to a great cause the DYK Schol-
arship fundraiser. Bring your best cause Mr. 
Sandman will be on stage!” The group wrote 
on its Facebook page.
 On Saturday (Jan. 19) at 11 a.m., the annual 

MLK Jr. Day parade will roll through the 
streets of downtown Laurel following the 
usual parade route from Sawmill Square mall 
and then winding through the heart of the 
city.
 “Come march with us. Dr King’s assassi-
nation took place 50 years ago please come 
join us for memorable event. We will march 
arm-in-arm and hand-in-hand to express the 

unity of peace and love taught by Dr. King,” 
the organization wrote on its Facebook page.
 Sunday (Jan. 20) From 5-8 p.m. will be 
a candlelight vigil and laying of a memorial 
wreath at Laurel City Hall on 5th Avenue and 
Oak Street. 
 The weekend of events will culminate on 

See MLK on A8

LPD sergeant
to challenge 

sheriff
‘ABSURD’

 ‘No one has ever complained about any of his work except in 
Laurel, Mississippi, his own hometown. It’s embarrassing.’

Chad Edwards, Laurel resident

Council hears from supporters, 
opponent of downtown sculptures The sculptures at the roundabout in 

downtown Laurel.
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A veteran local law enforcement officer turned in qualifying 
papers to run for Sheriff of Jones County.
 Sgt. Joe Berlin, who works with the Laurel Police Depart-
ment and the Sandersville Police Department, has been in law 
enforcement for 21 
years.
 “Speaking with 
the citizens, I’m just 
hearing that they’re 
looking for a change,” 
said Berlin, who lives 
in the Pleasant Ridge 
Community, just 
outside of Ellisville. 
“I spent countless 
hours thinking about 
it … and I decided to 
listen to the people 
of Jones County and 
run.”
 Berlin qualified 
to run as an Inde-
pendent. The only 
other qualifier so far 
is three-term incum-
bent Alex Hodge, who qualified as a Republican. He ran unsuc-
cessfully as a Democrat before finally winning the office in 2007.
 Berlin, 42, has never run for political office.
 “I’m not in cahoots with the upper echelon,” he said. “I get 
along with all of the deputies fine. I hope this doesn’t cause any 
tension. I’m just an easy-going guy. I don’t want there to be any 

Sgt. Joe Berlin of the Laurel and 
Sandersville police departments quali-
fies as an independent to run for sher-
iff in the circuit clerk’s office on Friday 
morning. (Photo by Mark Thornton)

See SHERIFF on A8

‘If you have something that offends someone, 
you should take it down.’

Faye Jackson, Laurel resident

Amy Luker, owner of a downtown art gallery, defended the 
work of Kimes and all artists, as did Chad Edwards (in base-
ball cap). (Photo by Mark Thornton)

Jackson

See STATUE on A7


