
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A new bridge on Lower Myrick 
Road will cost about 30 percent more 
than estimated, but that’s the cost 
of doing business right now, county 
engineer Ronnie Clark told the Jones 
County Board of Supervisors.
	 “Since	the	influx	of	BP	money,	
there’s a lot of bridgework going on,” 
Clark	said.	“Prices	are	above	what	
you’d	normally	expect	because	there’s	
millions coming in to the counties.”
 Only two companies bid on the 
Lower Myrick bridge replacement 
project — Magco, Inc., in Laurel and 
Ellis Dozer Service, LLC in Seminary. 
Magco bid $491,459.52 and Ellis 
Dozer bid $628,414.67. 
 The engineer’s estimate for the 
project was $334,400 and the 
amount	set	aside	from	the	BP	fund	
was $380,000.
 Most similar projects across the 
state are being bid at “40 to 60 per-
cent” above estimates, Clark told the 
board.
 “That’s the new normal, with all the 
money	flowing	in,”	he	said,	adding	
that Jasper County “got no estimates” 
on a recent bridge project.
	 Clark	told	the	board	that	his	office	
solicited	at	least	six	construction	
companies that have done business 
with the county, but only received the 
two bids.
 “If we rebid, we’d get the same 
result,” he said of the high bids.
	 Clark	and	engineer	Wiley	Pick-
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CRISIS BREWING

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Northeast Jones students who 
were in Jones County Circuit 
Court to observe procedures in the 
criminal justice system could have 
gotten a civics lesson, too, if they’d 
stuck around a little longer.

 Three Jones Countians who failed 
to follow the rules of jury duty were 
fined	and	lectured	on	the	role	that	
ordinary citizens play in the judicial 
system.
 Heather Ann Christian, Corey 
Blaine Minyard and Roger Alan 
Walters were all ordered to pay a 
fine	of	$200,	and	if	they	don’t,	they	

will have to serve 24 hours in jail, 
Judge Dal Williamson said.
 Jurors who are selected to panels 
are instructed to call in to the 
circuit	clerk’s	office	each	night	for	
a designated amount of time to 
find	out	if	their	service	is	needed	in	
court	the	next	day.	The	jurors	who	
were called before the judge last 

week failed to do that every evening 
they were supposed to. Williamson 
subpoenaed	them	to	court	to	find	
out why.
 “I apologize,” said Christian 
— who is reportedly the judge’s 
cousin. “I called every day but three 

Council proposing to pay part-time firefighters
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 The Jones County Fire Coun-
cil is proposing that some of the 
county’s	firefighters	get	paid.
 “We’ve got a severe weakness in 
the	fire	service	during	the	day-
time,” Jones County Fire Coordi-
nator Dan McKenna said.
	 He	pointed	to	a	recent	example,	
when	a	mid-afternoon	fire	broke	
out at a residence on George 
Boutwell Road in the Glade Com-
munity.	Only	five	volunteers	were	
able to respond. A minimum of 12 
is needed to safely battle a blaze, 
McKenna said.
 “By the grace of God, and the 
fact that these guys are really 
good, they were able to save it,” 
McKenna said. “We had a medical 
call elsewhere at the same time, 
but no one was able to go.”
 With most volunteers working 
at their full-time jobs during the 
day, there are times that no one 
is	available	to	respond	to	fires	or	
wrecks, and that could be disas-
trous, he said.
	 That’s	why	the	fire	council	is	
recommending putting two part-
time	firefighters	in	each	of	the	
county’s	six	districts	between	6	
a.m and 6 p.m. on weekdays.
 “They can keep the equipment 
clean and ready to go,” and other 
tasks like that when they’re not on 
call, McKenna said.
 There are a total of 340 vol-
unteers	for	18	volunteer	fire	
departments and 20 stations in 
the	six-district	fire	service.	That	
would mean a total of 12 people 
being	added	to	the	payroll	to	staff	
each district for 12 hours each 
weekday. 
 The pay rate will be “all up to 
the negotiating” with the board of 
supervisors, McKenna said.

 “Things have been really busy 
in the county lately,” he said. 
“Recruitment and retention is the 
hardest thing in the (volunteer) 
fire	service	right	now.”
 Supervisor Barry Saul said he 
liked	the	efficiency	and	potential	
life-saving ability that having each 
district	staffed	with	personnel	
during the day would provide.

 “Most of the time, someone has 
to come all the way from work to 
cut someone out of a (wrecked) 
car,” he said.
 The Board of Supervisors is 
expected	to	hear	the	proposal	
at	their	next	meeting,	which	is	
scheduled for 9:30 a.m. Monday 
at the Jones County courthouse in 
Laurel.

Volunteers try to tamp down a Halloween fire at a home in Ovett. 
(File photo by Dana Bumgardner/Jones County Fire Council)
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County paying 30% over 
estimate for replacement 

on Lower Myrick Road


