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 A woman who was reported missing 
more than two weeks ago was found 
dead, and the man and woman she was 
in a relationship with are facing felony 
charges after an intensive multi-agency 
investigation that was led by the Jones 
County Sheriff’s Department
 After the body of Iran Danyell Little, 
30, was recovered from a rural area off 
Eastside Drive in Ovett — site of the old 
Camp Sister Spirit — 
David “DJ” Pepper, 
36, was charged with 
first-degree murder 
and Daphnie Nicole 
Shelby, 37, was 
charged with hinder-
ing prosecution.
 The suspects and 
victim were a “throu-
ple,” and Little was 
last seen at the site 
in Ovett in mid-Jan-
uary, said Capt. Vince Williams of the 
JCSD. After Little’s uncle filed a missing 
person report on Feb. 2, the JCSD post-
ed her photo on Facebook and put her 
information out on the National Crime 
Information Center database. 
 “When 50,000 people see a post, and 
you don’t get anything … and she hasn’t 
contacted anyone at all, not even her 
family or children … you get a gut feel-
ing,” Williams said. “About 90 percent 
of the time, you hear something within 
two hours after posting something like 
that, but on this one, we got nothing. It 

By Jack Hammett
reporter@leader-call.com

 Parents are once again sounding the 
alarms over a synthetic smokeable that’s 

making kids sick in 
Jones County schools.
    It was reported last 
year that students were 
fainting and “freaking 
out” after vaping store-
bought CBD products 
at school. A substance 
labeled “Oasis Blue 
Myst,” which is being 
bought in Hatties-
burg and Petal vape 
shops, is again making 
similar waves along 
with a product labeled 
“Rock Star.” Numer-
ous parents have come 
forward anonymously 
to say the fluid poses a 
danger, as it’s not FDA 
approved and is known 
to cause seizures and 
fainting.
    Kids are also using 
Snapchat to buy and 
sell bottles of the fluid, 
which poses a prob-
lem: Snapchats are 
deleted immediately 
after they’re opened, 
making those transac-
tions difficult to trace.

    After the Jones County Sheriff’s De-
partment sent the products to the Jack-
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By the Numbers
                                     Cases     Deaths
Mississippi ..... 289,892 .....6,534
Covington Co. .....2,450 ..........76
Forrest County ....6,971 ........135
Jasper County.....2,091 ..........42
Jones County ......7,772 ........142
Smith County .....1,495 ..........29
Wayne County ....2,492 ..........40
As of Feb. 18; From Miss. Dept. of Health
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• Delois Brown
• Pearlie Campbell • Joe Dukes
• Minnie Lee Gammage
• Dorothy Nance Haigler
• Johnny R. Hamilton
• Charles Ray Jones
• Carl Dorman Lyon
• Bernard Magee
• Jimmy Dean Russell
• Mary Ann Boyd Sumrall

Jim Cegielski
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'These kids
are slowly

killing
themselves'
Parents, sheriff warn of 
dangerous ‘CBD’ vape

This Rock 
Star-labeled 
product that 
claims to be 
CBD oil is being 
used by kids to 
get high, but 
it's causing dis-
turbing symp-
toms in users 
like vomiting 
and weight 
loss.
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'THROUPLE' MURDER
Body of missing woman found at former Camp Sister Spirit

Convicted felon denied 
bond; lover faces charge
of hindering prosecution

Iran Danyell 
Little

Murder suspect David Pepper, 
36, above, is led into Jones 

County Justice Court by Sheriff 
Joe Berlin. Pepper was de-
nied bond by Judge Grant 

Hedgepeth. At right, Daph-
nie Nicole Shelby is led into 

court by Corrections/Transport 
Officer Mike Godwin. She is 

charged with hindering pros-
ecution and was released on 

bond Thursday evening. 
(Photos by Mark Thornton)


