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Here’s 

hoping 

Dawgs 

deliver 

for 

Dad’s Day

deaths • a3
• Martha Jeanne Cain Bush
• Arletha Clayton
• Margaret Ann Creel
• Wilma Fortenberry
• Bertha Louise Graves
• Martha Hosey
• Henry Ray Pitts
• Janice “Jan” Kay Warner Ross
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CWS

begins

State will face

Auburn on

Sunday at 6:30

in College

World Series

Leading

the way

Laurel doctor

on cutting edge

of cataract

treatments
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MACON WAVES
'What about the victims of the crimes that did not get served?'

Sheriff candidate Davis hammers 
Hodge, Tedford in fiery speech

Jones County 
sheriff candi-
date Macon 
Davis came 

out swinging 
Thursday night 

at a Citizens 
Against Corrup-

tion meeting. 
The 24-year law 

enforcement 
veteran called 

out Sheriff Alex 
Hodge and 

second-in-com-
mand Jamie 

Tedford for the 
state of the 

department. 
(Photo by Cady 

Davis/ 
no relation)

By Jim Cegielski
cigcar@comcast.net

	 In	a	sheriff’s	race	where	the	chal-
lengers	have	seemed	reluctant	to	de-
liver	anything	more	than	soft	jabs	at	a	
damaged	incumbent,	candidate	Macon	
Davis	finally	took	off	the	gloves	and	de-
livered	some	haymakers	in	a	speech	at	
a	Citizens	Against	Corruption	meeting	
at	the	Myrick	Community	Center	on	
Thursday	night.
	 Davis,	a	24-year	law	enforcement	
veteran,	repeatedly	told	the	modest	
crowd	that	the	problem	with	the	sher-
iff’s	department	is	“poor	leadership.”
	 “I	will	be	a	working	sheriff	and	one	
that	is	willing	to	lead	the	way,”	Davis	
said.	He	went	on	to	add	that	he	would	
be	the	first	person	to	“vest	up”	to	lead	
his	team	when	it	came	to	a	dangerous	
situation.
	 The	former	deputy	said	that	Jones	

County	is	overrun	by	drug	use.		
	 “Ninety	percent	of	the	roads	in	the	
county	have	a	drug	dealer	or	drug	
users”	living	on	them	and	he	plans	to	
put	together	a	narcotics	team	to	battle	
the	problem.		
	 But	Davis	was	just	getting	started.	
He	went	on	to	address	a	number	of	
issues	that	have	been	brought	to	light	
about	the	JCSD	recently.		
	 “Indictments	must	be	served	and	the	
buck	stops	with	the	sheriff.		Ultimately,	
it	lies	at	his	feet,”	Davis	said	about	the	
18	felons	who	have	walked	free	in	the	
past	year	because	of	the	JCSD’s	lack	of	
timely	service.		
	 Davis	passionately	asked,	“What	
about	the	victims	of	these	crimes	that	
did	not	get	served?	I	say	they	are	im-
portant.	The	sheriff	does	not	have	the	
option	to	say	‘I	can’t	get	it	done.’	Cases	

See MACON on A8

Voter registration deadline July 8
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

	 The	deadline	for	voters	
to	register	to	participate	in	
the	party	primaries	is	fast	
approaching,	Jones	County	
Circuit	Clerk	Concetta	Brooks	
said.
	 Those	who	intend	to	cast	
ballots	in	the	Aug.	6	primaries	
need	to	be	registered	in	the	cir-
cuit	clerk’s	office	in	either	the	
Laurel	or	Ellisville	courthouse	
by	5	p.m.	July	8.	In	addition	to	
their	regular	business	hours	—	
8	a.m.-5	p.m.,	Monday-Friday	
—	both	locations	will	be	open	
from	8	a.m.-noon	on	Saturday,	
July	6	for	voters	to	register.

	 Voters	have	to	cast	ballots	in	
either	the	Democrat	or	Repub-
lican	primary,	not	both.
	 People	who	don’t	vote	in	
the	primaries	can	vote	in	the	
runoffs	as	long	as	they’re	
registered	30	days	before	that	
election.
	 The	deadline	to	register	for	
the	Nov.	5	general	election	is	
5	p.m.	on	Oct.	7.	Again,	both	
circuit	clerk	offices	will	be	
open	from	8	a.m.-noon	on	the	
Saturday	prior	to	the	deadline,	
Oct.	5.
	 Absentee	voting	will	begin	
“as	soon	as	the	Secretary	of	
State	approves	the	ballots,”	

See ELECTION on A8

2 left
People again showed up in 
big numbers Thursday for 
the second Farmers' Market 
on North Magnolia Street in 
downtown Laurel. There are 
two markets left — June 20 
and June 27 — so make sure 
you make it downtown for 
one of the city's best annual 
events. The Ellisville Farmers' 
Market will be today (Satur-
day) and will run for the last 
two Saturdays in June as well. 
(Photo by Cady Davis)


