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today in history
May 7

1940: Winston Churchill be-

comes British Prime Minister.

1954: The United States and the 

United Kingdom reject the Sovi-

et Union's bid to join NATO.

1975: President Ford declares 

an end to the Vietnam War.

South State
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West Jones sweeps

Picayune to reach

South State finals
against Pearl River Central
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Auditor to JC grads: Own your destiny
State Au-

ditor Shad 
White of 

Sandersville 
speaks to 
graduates 

during com-
mencement 
ceremonies 

at Jones 
College on 

Friday. 
(Photo 

by Teresa 
McCreery/
JC Media 
Relations)

By Teresa McCreery
JC Media Relations

 At the 92nd annual Spring 
Commencement ceremonies at 
Jones College, State Auditor Shad 
White of Sandersville challenged 
graduates to “own” their destinies, 
work hard and set a course toward 
achieving their goals. 
 The University of Mississip-
pi graduate earned his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in economics and 
political science and is a Truman 
Scholar and a Rhodes Scholar. Ad-
ditionally, White earned his Juris 
Doctorate degree from Harvard 
Law School and has taught as an 
adjunct professor at the University 
of North Carolina at Charlotte. He 
shared with the nearly 700 Jones 
College graduates and guests at 
the two ceremonies, that with all of 
his education, he was confident he 
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• Michael Dean Blue

• Charles Breitling

• Dora M. Ducksworth

• W.J. Jones

• Dr. Dorothy Kalehoff

• Lonnie Martin Richards

• Cecil Ted Smith

Green Machine
Armored vehicle helps

catch suspected gunman
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Si Ho Silver!

Uncle Si from "Duck Dynasty" fame takes a break on a stationary horse during the 
grand opening ceremonies of Hellfighters on Saturday in Laurel. More photos from the 
grand opening on Page 12. (Photo by Cady Davis)

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 The state Supreme Court 
has upheld the conviction 
and sentence of a Jasper 
County man who argued 
that his trial proceedings 
were conducted without him 
there.
 Alvin Wilson, 29, was 
ordered to 
serve 30 
years in the 
Mississippi 
Department 
of Corrections 
after a Jasper 
County jury 
found him 
guilty of 
sexual battery after he got 
his girlfriend’s 11-year-old 
daughter pregnant.
 Wilson appealed the sen-
tence, arguing that the trial 
court erred by allowing a 
video recording of his inter-
view with law enforcement 
into evidence and for having 
the trial in his absence.
 Wilson first appeared 
in court on Aug. 22, 2016 
and entered a plea of not 
guilty. He was released 
on bond and ordered to 
stay in contact with public 
defender Rance Ulmer. His 
trial date was set for Feb. 
14, 2017 then continued to 
Feb. 7, 2018. He signed an 
order stating that “failure to 
appear … may result in being 
tried in his absence,” accord-

ing to the court record.
 Wilson had reached an 
agreement to plead guilty to 
statutory rape, but he didn’t 
show up and Ulmer nor the 
sheriff’s department could 
locate him, according to the 
high court. The trial started 
without the defendant, as 
scheduled.
 Ulmer asked the court 
for a continuance, but that 
request was denied by Judge 
Stanley Alex Sorey.
 The victim, a 17-year-old 
girl, testified that Wilson — 
who was her mother’s live-in 
boyfriend — had sexual in-
tercourse with her when she 
was 11 and he was 22. The 
girl testified that she became 
pregnant with Wilson’s child 
and gave birth to his daugh-
ter when she was 12. A DNA 
test supported that claim.
 The high court ruled that 
the trial court “did not abuse 
its discretion” by admitting 
Investigator Chris Thomp-
son’s video interview with 
Wilson into evidence and 
allowing the jury to view it.
 The high court also ruled 
that “extensive efforts” 
were made to locate Wilson 
for trial and his absence 
was “voluntary.” For those 
reasons, the state Supreme 
Court affirmed the trial 
court’s judgments.
 Wilson was ordered to 
serve 30 years in prison, day 
for day, with no chance of 
early release.
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Jasper man impregnated 11-year-old

'I wasn't there'
defense falls
on deaf ears

for sex offender


