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 A Louisiana man is dead 
and a Laurel teenager is 
being sought as a suspect for 
capital murder after a shoot-
ing on Tuesday night, Chief 
Tommy Cox of the Laurel 
Police Department said.
 Jagerious Keys, who turned 
18 in August, is accused of 
shooting the unidentified 
man “multiple times” as he 
and a woman sat in a Ford 
F150 pickup at South Park 
Village on Johnson Circle af-
ter 10 p.m., LPD Lt. Michael 
Reaves said. The victim was 
described as a white man 
in his 30s from Louisiana. 
He was not being identified 
pending the notification of 
his next-of-kin. LPD offi-
cials were helping keep the 
woman safe as they prepared 
to get information from her. 
She was uninjured in the 
shooting.
 Police were called to the 
scene of the shooting at 10:17 
p.m. and Keys was developed 
as a suspect after “talking to 
witnesses and some leg-
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 The Pine Cone Drop 
in downtown Laurel on 
New Year’s Eve is back on 
schedule, Mayor Johnny 
Magee confirmed.
 After a backlash from 
City Council members and 
people in the community, 
Laurel Main Street officials 
resubmitted the request to 
the Special Events Com-
mittee, and its members 
reversed their previous 4-1 
decision to cancel it.
 The committee “had a 
change of heart and mind, 
and they approved the 
event,” Magee said. “I am 
glad that the committee 
listened to the wishes of 
the people who are spon-
soring the event. Main 
Street always does a good 
job, and I don’t expect any 
difference with this event.”
 The committee, made 
of department heads and/
or their designees, orig-
inally voted against the 
LMS proposal because of 
concerns about crowds 
and the potential spread of 
COVID-19.
 LMS Executive Director 
Judi Holifield called the 
decision “a tad prema-
ture,” but some city officials had 
stronger words. Councilman Tony 
Wheat said he was disappointed 
in the committee and called the 
decision “a bunch of crap.” Council 
President Tony Thaxton said, “We 
need to figure out a way to make 
this (event) happen.”
 The first Pine Cone Drop was 
last New Year’s Eve, to ring in 

2020, and officials said they hoped 
to make it a signature event for the 
city. 
 When Magee announced last 
week that it had been turned down 

for fear of COVID-19, he added, 
“There’s no mechanism in place 
to appeal (the Special Events 
Committee’s) ruling. That may be 
something we need to look at.”
 It will be the last event for Ho-
lifield after almost a decade at the 
helm of Laurel Main Street. Her 
successor, Susan Ladd of Frank-
lin, Tenn., was introduced at last 
week’s council meeting.
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By the Numbers
                                     Cases     Deaths
Mississippi ..... 106,817 .....3,140
Covington Co. ........886 ..........25
Forrest County ....2,863 ..........76
Jasper County........651 ..........16
Jones County ......2,739 ..........81
Smith County ........573 ..........16
Wayne County .......960 ..........21
Numbers were last updated by the  Miss. 

Department of Health on Oct. 13
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LAUREL CHRISTIAN WINS CHAMPIONSHIPLAUREL CHRISTIAN WINS CHAMPIONSHIP
The Laurel Christian 

School Lady Lions soccer 
team won the Mid-South 

Association of Indepen-
dent Schools champion-

ship on Monday with a 
2-0 victory over Indianola 

Academy from the 
Mississippi Delta. Laurel 

Christian, coached by Fa-
ther Jeff Reich, reached 

the championship match 
with a 4-0 victory over 

Kirk Academy 
last Thursday. 

More coverage on 

Page B1.
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Pine Cone Drop
picked back up

Revelers in downtown Laurel ring in 2020 with the first Pine Cone Drop. 
(LL-C file photo by Jack Hammett)

On Page A12
Sertoma Christmas Parade will 
roll at night on Dec. 4.

Teen suspect
sought for 
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Keys, 18, accused 

of killing La. man 

after he and woman 

stopped in S. Laurel
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