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	 An	accused	sex	offender	who	has	
been	“creeping	out”	teachers	at	Ma-
son	Elementary	is	back	behind	bars	
after	getting	charged	with	having	
sexual	relations	with	another	young	
girl.
	 Roy	Parker,	67,	whose	wife	was	
running	a	home-based	daycare	on	
Old	Bay	Springs	Road,	was	charged	
with	two	counts	of	touching	a	child	
for	lustful	purposes	last	December.	
He	was	out	of	jail	on	$50,000	bond	
and	is	now	charged	with	sexual	
battery.	His	accuser	is	believed	to	
be	a	5-year-old	girl	who	is	a	family	
member,	sources	with	knowledge	of	
the	case	said.
	 Parker	made	his	initial	appearance	
on	the	latest	charge	in	front	of	Jones	
County	Justice	Court	Judge	David	
Lyons	on	Wednesday	afternoon.	
	 “I	want	my	lawyer	present	please,”	
Parker	said	before	the	proceedings	
could	get	started.
	 Because	of	that,	Parker	won’t	be	
allowed	to	post	bond	until	a	repre-
sentative	from	the	District	Attorney’s	
Office	can	appear	in	court	with	Park-
er’s	attorney,	Michael	Mitchell.
	 “He	has	that	right,”	Lyons	said.	
“Notify	the	DA	to	have	a	representa-
tive	down	here	as	quick	as	possible.	
Tell	him	they	can	come	whenever.”
	 Hearing	that	Parker	will	have	to	
stay	in	the	Jones	County	Adult	De-
tention	Center	with	no	bond	will	be	
a	relief	to	at	least	two	teachers	who	
have	called	the	Leader-Call	in	recent	
days	about	the	status	of	his	case.
	 Assistant	District	Attorney	Kristen	
Martin	said	that	Parker’s	attorney	
had	requested	a	psychiatric	eval-
uation	for	his	client,	so	that	had	
postponed	the	process.
	 People	who	are	charged	as	sex	
offenders	are	often	allowed	to	bond	

out	with	a	warning	to	not	have	“any	
contact	with	children,”	but	that	isn’t	
clearly	defined.	If	a	suspect	is	con-
victed	of	a	sex	crime,	there	are	rules	
that	regulate	the	distance	they	can	
live	from	a	school,	daycare	or	park.
	 “He	just	sits	and	stares	at	the	kids,	
and	he’s	always	there,”	said	one	of	
the	Mason	Elementary	teachers,	who	
asked	to	not	be	identified.	
	 Another	teacher	from	there	said,	

“I’m	confused	because	he	admitted	to	
molesting	at	the	daycare.	He	should	
be	going	to	prison.”
	 At	the	time	of	Parker’s	first	arrest,	
Maj.	Jamie	Tedford	of	the	Jones	
County	Sheriff’s	Department	said	
that	the	parents	of	a	girl	who	was	
staying	at	the	daycare	came	to	the	
JCSD	to	file	a	complaint	against	
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To our readers:
 Due to the Christmas 
and New Year’s holidays, 
the Leader-Call will have 
an adjusted print sched-
ule.
 There will be no issue 
of the LL-C published on 
Tuesday, Dec. 25, or on 
Tuesday, Jan. 1.
 We thank you for 
understanding and wish 
each of you the merriest 
of Christmases and the 
happiest of New Years.

See BRIDGE on A12

Coca-Cola Christmas big-rig set for Laurel stop
	 The	Coca-Cola	Christmas	
Truck	Tour	will	make	a	stop	
in	downtown	Laurel	today	
(Thursday)	from	5-8	p.m.	
in	the	400	block	of	Central	
Avenue,	between	5th	Avenue	
and	North	Magnolia	Street.
	 This	will	be	the	second	
straight	year	the	truck	will	
make	a	stop	in	The	City	
Beautiful,	but	the	illuminated	
truck	has	been	an	advertising	
icon	for	the	soft-drink	com-
pany	for	more	than	20	years.
	 Once	the	sun	sets,	the	
lights	get	turned	on	for	a	
unique	Christmas	experi-
ence,	organizers	of	the	event	
said.
	 Guests	are	welcome	to	
take	photos	with	the	truck,	
meet	Santa	Claus	and	there	
will	be	plenty	of	free	give-
aways.

The Coca-Co-
la Christmas 
truck will be 
making a 
stop on Cen-
tral Avenue 
today (Thurs-
day) from 5-8 
p.m. 
(Photo by 
Coca-Cola)

MASON MENACE
OFF THE STREETS

Man who raised warning flags from teachers at
elementary school faces a second creepy felony charge

Accused child molester Roy Parker goes to court under the watchful eye 
of Investigator Jason Myers of the Jones County Sheriff’s Department. 
(File photo by Mark Thornton)

$10M
OK’d
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bridges
Residents will not

see tax increase
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

	 Supervisors	will	get	up	to	$10	
million	to	replace	or	repair	bridg-
es	and	roads	as	soon	as	possible,	
and	residents	will	not	face	a	tax	
increase	with	their	plan.
	 The	board	agreed	to	move	for-
ward	with	a	bond	resolution,	the	
terms	of	which	will	be	published	
in	the	legal	ads	of	the	Leader-Call,	
then	will	be	subject	to	protest	in	a	
public	hearing	next	month	before	
moving	forward.
	 The	plan	is	to	proceed	with	
work	that	needs	to	be	done	with-
out	waiting	on	BP	oil	spill	money	
that	will	be	flowing	into	the	
county	starting	next	fiscal	year	—	
about	$920,000	per	year,	Chief	
Financial	Officer	Charles	Miller	
said.
	 That	money	will	be	used	to	pay	
the	debt	of	the	bond	issue,	which	
is	“not	to	exceed”	$10	million,	if	
it’s	determined	that	it’s	OK	to	do	
so.	That	money	can’t	be	used	as	
collateral,	though,	because	it’s	not	
guaranteed	money,	Miller	said.	
	 The	county	will,	however,	be	
paying	off	$1.4	million	in	old	
bonds	over	the	next	two	fiscal	
years,	so	that	will	free	up	some	
funds,	Miller	added.
	 Michael	Russ	of	the	Butler	
Snow	law	firm	in	Jackson,	who	
handles	bonds	for	the	board,	said	
he	“thinks	the	county	can	use	
those	funds	to	pay	debt	service	
on	bond	funds,	but	we	need	more	
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1606: The “Susan Constant,” 
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ery” set sail from London. 

Their landing at Jamestown, 

Va., is the start of the first 
permanent English settle-

ment in America. 
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