
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Thirteen-year-old Nathan Davis 
took off his cowboy hat, wiped his 
forehead with 
his arm, then 
looked up at a 
reporter and 
summed up 
the feelings of 
his family and 
most of Jones 
County: “I’m 
just glad it’s 
over,” he said.
 His father 
Macon Davis 
defeated three-
term Sheriff 
Alex Hodge for 
the Republican 
nomination in 
the marquee 
matchup of the 
runoff, where 
several long-
time incum-
bents were 
run off by the 
voters.
 “We were 
overwhelmed 
with the 
amount of 
support,” 
Davis said at his victory party at the 
Cosmic Cafe in Laurel. “We’re so 
thankful the voters were so gra-
cious to us again. We can’t thank 
them enough.”’
 Davis, a 24-year law enforcement 
veteran, won 57 percent of the vote 
and will face Independent Joe Berlin 
in the general election on Nov. 5.
 Davis got 58 percent of the vote 
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• James R. Boone

• Eddie Lee Edmonson

• Amos J. Edwards 

• Steven Darnell Horne

• Billie Floyd Johnson

• Glenda Jean Marsh

• Olivia Graves McLemore

• Tasha A. Ross

• Bonnie Troutman

Aug. 29

1944: During the continuing 
celebration of the liberation 
of France from the Nazis, 
15,000 American troops 
march down the Champs 
Elysees in Paris. 

1957: Sen. Strom Thurmond 
of South Carolina sets a 
filibuster record in the U.S. 
when he speaks for 24 hours 
and 18 minutes.

1990: Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, in a television inter-
view, declares that America 
could not defeat Iraq.
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West, Northeast Jones

set for showdown

in The Jungle in first
Leader-Call Belt game

today in history

NEW SHERIFF IN TOWN
Voters oust Hodge after 3 terms; Davis to face Berlin on Nov. 5

THERE'S GONNA BE A

Macon Davis, 
above, gets a 

victory kiss from 
wife Shelly and son 

Nathan, 13, was 
all smiles. At right, 
Travares Comegys, 
standing, watches 

as Circuit Clerk 
Concetta Brooks, 
left, her staff and 

election com-
missioners count 
absentee ballots. 

He beat fellow 
Laurel Councilman 

George Carmi-
chael in the Dem-
ocratic runoff for 

Beat 5 Supervisor. 
(Photos by 

Mark Thornton)

Comegys wins Beat 5 
runoff; Dickerson, 

Blackledge also unseat 
longtime incumbents

'We lost, and 

we lost fair and 

square. The will 

of the people 

spoke in this race'

Sheriff Alex Hodge

Online
Final results 
available at 
leader-call.com
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Ex-football star gunned down in Waynesboro

Mack

 A former Laurel High School football 
star was shot to death in Waynesboro 
early Tuesday morning.
 Justin Mack, 26, was shot outside of a 
residence in the 700 block of Gray Street 
as he was headed to work at Howard 
Industries, according to reports. Laurel 
police were at Howard’s on Wednesday to 
do a “walk-through,” Chief Tommy Cox. 
 Several sources said there were threats 
of retaliation, but Cox said that the LPD 
often does walk-throughs for businesses 

and industries.
 Mack holds the Tornadoes’ single-sea-
son scoring record, with 126 points 
in 2011. He went on the star at East 
Mississippi Community College, where 
he helped the Lions win back-to-back 
national titles, then he went on to play at 
West Alabama.
 Mack was shot just before 5 a.m. Tues-
day.  
 Coroner David Pugh said Mack died of 
gunshot wounds and his body was being 

sent to Jackson for an autopsy.
 WPD Criminal Investigations Com-
mander Don Hopkins said the case is still 
under investigation, and details could not 
be released. Only one person was shot 
and he was transported to Wayne Gener-
al Hospital. 
 Investigators did work the crime scene 
and are continuing to investigate the 
crime, Hopkins said.

— By Paul Keane/
The Wayne County News


