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BANCORPSOUTH
ELLISVILLE ROBBED

Packed bag puts
man on house arrest

Cory Lyles with attorney Grant Hedgepeth. 
(Photo by Mark Thornton)

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 
 A Laurel man who had 
more than shoes in his Nike 
gym bag will have to spend 
a couple of years working 
out at home.
 Cory Lyles, 35, was or-
dered to serve three years 
on house arrest after admit-
ting in Jones County Circuit 
Court in Ellisville to having 
almost two pounds of mar-
ijuana in the bag that was 
discovered during a traffic 
stop in November 2016.
 Deputy Jeff Monk 
stopped Lyles on Interstate 
59 because his brake lights 
weren’t working properly, 
Assistant District Attor-
ney Kristen Martin said. 
Lyles was “acting nervous, 
shifting around,” when 
Monk started asking him 
questions, according to the 
report.
 Lyles reportedly said 
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Supes set work session 
for road, bridge repairs
County insurance rates going up, 

uninsured motorists blamed
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 The Jones County Board 
of Supervisors scheduled 
a work session for 8 a.m. 
Monday to talk about 
which roads and bridges 
they will repair or build 
with up to $10 million in 
bond money that’s coming 
the county’s way.
 “It’s getting pretty, so it’s 
time to go to work,” Super-
visor Barry Saul said.
 Supervisors will bring 
a list of projects that they 
have determined to be 
critical to get done in each 
of their districts. That list 
changed drastically after 
severe flooding right after 
Christmas, Saul said. 
 The Federal Highway 
Administration will assist 
with costs of paving Old 
Highway 15 South at 
Ellisville-Tuckers Crossing 

Road, Diane Shoemake of 
Clark Engineering report-
ed. Some other state and/
or federal money will pay 
for other projects, Saul 
pointed out.
 Chief Financial Officer 
Charles Miller said he 
started a spreadsheet to 
show how much money 
will be available after 
payments are made on 
costs for overages on other 
repairs and for a securi-
ty upgrade at the Jones 
County Adult Detention 
Center.
 Road and bridge work is 
expected to begin in mid-
April.
 Because of the number 
of uninsured motorists 
going up and down those 
roads, insurance premi-
ums for the county are 
going up a little, Brad Kent 
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today in history
March 19

1687: French explorer La Salle is 

murdered by his own men while 

searching for the mouth of the 

Mississippi River, in the Gulf of 

Mexico.

1831: The first bank robbery in 
America wis reported. The City 

Bank of New York City loses 

$245,000 in the robbery.

1918: Congress approves Day-

light-Saving Time.

1968: Students at Howard Uni-

versity seize an administration 

building. 

Break-ins

in Rainey
Pair popped for rash of 

break-ins in county

crime • a12

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Law enforcement 
officials are searching 
for a man who robbed 
the Ellisville branch of 
BancorpSouth around 
noon on Monday.
 The suspect is a white 
man in his mid-40s, 
Chief Bruce Russell 
of the Ellisville Police 
Department said. The 
man did not have his 
face covered and the 
teller did not see a gun, 
Russell said, but the man made his intentions clear.
 “He gave a note that said, ‘Put money in the bag, no 
tricks,” Russell said.
 Investigators and officers with the EPD were on the scene 
along with deputies and investigators from the Jones Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department. Customers were turned away at the 
doors, told only that there was a “temporary emergency.”
 Investigators were checking surveillance video from the 
bank and surrounding businesses. It was believed that the 
robber fled the scene in a white sedan, Russell said.
 It’s only the third bank robbery in Ellisville in 26 years, 
Russell said.
 Anyone with information should call Crime Stoppers at 
601-428-7867 or the EPD at 601-477-9252.

Suspect fled
 in white sedan

Chief Bruce Russell of the Ellisville Police Department stands by the door as a bank 
official tells a customer that the bank is temporarily closed. (Photo by Mark Thornton)

The suspect in Monday’s bank rob-
bery in Ellisville.


