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Soso shooter gets 8 years,
LHS gun-toter gets 18 months
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

FIGHT CLUB
SHUT DOWN
WJ Friday night lights on,
Thursday night fights off
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com
College football scouts may find the next Reggie
White or Bruce Smith on the field at West Jones
High School. But fight promoters won’t find the
next Ronda Rousey … not at any school-sanctioned event, at least.
A video that shows two girls
‘If it’s still
with boxing gloves duking it
happening,
out in a back parking lot of the
school at night, with a crowd of
it’s not
students cheering them on, was
happening
a one-and-done affair, Princihere. We
pal Cooper Pope said.
“That was in Week 1 or 2
took care
of the season,” which was in
of it.’
August, Pope said. “It hasn’t
happened since, not here. It’s
Cooper Pope
been taken care of.”
WJ principal
Students gather in the parking lot behind the baseball
See the videos at
fieldhouse on Thursday
www,leader-call.com
nights before football
inside this story
games, and cheerleaders
and other team supporters
put up signs with encouraging words all around.
But on one night, two girls who wanted to take
out some aggressions on each other donned the
gloves and slugged it out. Two short videos show
them pummeling away at each other between a
large group of cheering classmates.
The videos were viewed thousands of times and

See FIGHT on A7

inside

A Soso man who had an unusual arrangement with his girlfriend
and her husband won’t have to
worry about his living arrangements for the next several years.
Kevin Ray DeHart, 44, was
found guilty of attempted aggravated
assault by a Jones
County jury in a
case that was prosecuted by Assistant
District Attorney
Dennis Bisnette.
DeHart was
ordered to serve
DeHart
eight years in the
full-time custody
of the Mississippi Department
of Corrections and four years
post-release supervision under
the MDOC for getting a shotgun and going to his girlfriend’s
residence to look for her and her
husband, then shooting up the
place. DeHart was represented by
public defender John Piazza.
In January 2017, DeHart went

See GUN on A8

Defying bigotry
Historical marker at JC honors
1955 Junior Rose Bowl team
By Teresa McCreery
JC Media Relations

Buck Anderson, a member of the 1955 Junior Rose Bowl team
from Jones County Junior College, speaks at the plaque unveiling.
(Photo by Teresa McCreery/JC Media Relations)
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Mark Thornton
Candidates
could learn
from Sonny

Erich Taylor
appears to
be shocked
after a Jones
County jury
found him
guilty of
carrying a
gun on the
campus of
Laurel High.
At right is attorney Tracy
Klein and at
left is Deputy Bobby
Moree, who
is about to
handcuff Taylor. (Photo
by Mark
Thornton)
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Before a handful of the
remaining Jones County
Junior College football
team members who made
history on Dec. 10, 1955, a
historical marker honoring
the special occasion was
unveiled during homecoming festivities.

deaths • a3
• John Bonner
• James F. McRee

Bobcats
will host
No. 5 Northwest
on Nov. 3

LINDSTROM EYE CENTER
CATARACT SURGERY
Judith L. Bradley, MD

The bold act by college
officials allowing the first
all-white athletic team
from Mississippi to cross
racial barriers and play
an integrated team is now
officially recognized by the
Mississippi Department of
Archives and History with
a historical marker located

See JC on A7

today in history
Oct. 27
1858: Roland Macy opens Macy’s Department Store in New
York City. It is Macy’s eighth
business adventure, the other
seven failed.
1927: The first newsreel featuring sound is released in New
York.
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