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By the Numbers
                                     Cases   Deaths
Mississippi ....... 85,939 .....2,558
Covington Co. ........731 ..........17
Forrest County ....2,219 ..........68
Jasper County........501 ..........13
Jones County ......2,212 ..........75
Smith County ........490 ..........13
Wayne County .......852 ..........21
As of Sept. 3; From Miss. Dept. of Health
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Residents irate at 'speed'-demons on 15th Street, ask for police action
By Jack Hammett
reporter@leader-call.com

 “Speed” was a factor in a crash on West 
15th Street — in more than one way.
A driver who crashed on around noon 
Thursday faces felony and misdemeanor 
methamphetamine charges, Laurel Police 
Chief Tommy Cox said, but details are sparse 
as those charges are pending.
	 The	Laurel	police	and	fire	departments	re-
sponded to a crashed vehicle that was lodged 
on a driveway partition of the “Howard 
House” on 15th. First-responders said speed 
was	a	factor;	the	unidentified	driver	was	
hospitalized with minor injuries. A neighbor 
wrote to the Leader-Call stating she and the 
house’s current owner will attend the next 
city council meeting, which is scheduled for 
today (Tuesday) to raise concerns about a 

lack of patrol cars and an abundance of speed-
ers in that area.
 Action is needed now, Sheila Hennis 
wrote.	She’d	written	to	city	officials	about	
the issue only a couple of weeks before 
Thursday’s accident.
	 “The	ONLY	officer	that	we	have	seen	
issuing tickets to speeders on our street was 
Officer	(Kenny)	Rogers,”	Hennis	wrote.	“It	
seems	as	if	now	when	an	officer	is	sitting	out	
on	West	15th	Street	he	does	NOTHING	to	
stop speeders or much less issue a ticket.” 
 While former Police Chief Tyrone Stewart 
was	in	office,	the	speed	limit	was	lowered	
from 30 to 20 mph, Hennis wrote, but that 
hasn’t stopped drivers from speeding, she 
added.
 Cox said more information on the driver 
and charges will be released when those 
charges are no longer pending.
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By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A South Jones woman who 
was being sought for keep-
ing 39 dogs “in deplorable 
conditions” at her residence 
was caught and caged in the 
Jones County Adult Detention 
Center over the weekend.
	 Miranda	Kittrell,	37,	was	
charged with 39 counts of ani-
mal cruelty — all misdemean-
ors	—	after	she	was	identified	
by new Deputy Curt Bassett 
and	arrested	at	a	DUI	check-
point on Sandersville-Sharon 
Road	on	Saturday	night.
	 "Great	job	by	JCSD	deputes	
in	identifying	Miranda	Kittrell	
and taking her into custody," 
Sheriff	Joe	Berlin	said	just	
after the arrest.
	 Kittrell	made	her	initial	
appearance in Jones County 
Justice Court on Sunday after- Miranda Kittrell is led out of Justice Court in handcuffs Sunday following her initial appear-

ance before Judge David Lyons. (Photo by Mark Thornton)
See ABUSE on A12

Details few in Station 5 outbreak
From staff reports

 Multiple sources with 
direct knowledge said that a 
COVID-19	outbreak	involv-
ing	"four	or	five"	department	
members shuttered Laurel 
Fire Department Station 5 
on Sunday.
 Laurel Fire Chief Leo 
Brown said Monday he 
could not discuss the situ-
ation, but said he would as 
early as today. Attempts to 
reach Mayor Johnny Magee 

were unsuccessful. Monday 
was a federal holiday and 
City Hall was closed.
 A reporter on the scene 
Monday morning spoke 
with a lieutenant, who de-
clined comment along with 
firefighters	at	the	station.	
It	was	unclear	for	how	long	
the station remained closed 
or if it underwent a deep 
cleaning.
	 Read	more	in	Thursday's	
Leader-Call and at 
www.leader-call.com.


