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 In Facebook photos that were 
posted over the weekend, K9 Zedd 
didn’t look so tough in his party 
hat.
 But he is. 
And he is 
fortunate that 
he and part-
ner Cpl. Doug 
Shepherd could 
celebrate his 
6th birthday.
 Two men face 
felony charges 
after being 
accused of 
trying to kill the 
Belgian mali-
nois in separate 
incidents on 
the same shift 
earlier this year.
 On Feb. 24, 
Shepherd made 
a traffic stop 
on Fairchild 
Cemetery Road in Moselle when 
the driver, James N. Clark, fled on 
foot. Shepherd sent his K9 part-
ner after the suspect, and when 
the dog “engaged with Clark,” the 
suspect “began to fight,” according 
to the affidavit that Shepherd filed 
about the incident.
 When Shepherd caught up with 
them, he saw that “Clark was 
holding Zedd’s head under water 
in (an) attempt to drown Zedd.”
 Clark, whose age was not listed 
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today in history
July 9

1776: The American Declara-

tion of Independence is read 

aloud to Gen. George Wash-

ington's troops in New York.

1868: The 14th Amendment 

to the U.S. Constitution is 

ratified. The amendment is 
designed to grant citizenship 

to and protect the civil liber-

ties of recently freed slaves. It 

did this by prohibiting states 

from denying or abridging 

the privileges or immunities 

of citizens of the United 

States, depriving any person 

of his life, liberty or property 

without due process of law, or 

denying to any person within 

their jurisdiction the equal 

protection of the laws.

1878: The corncob pipe is 

patented by Henry Tibbe.

1951: President Truman asks 

Congress to formally end 

the state of war between the 

United States and Germany.  
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Delinquent tax sale listings in today's edition

Another budget
battle brewing?

County budget talks got heated last year as Sheriff Alex Hodge, left, pleaded with the Board of Supervisors for a 
massive budget increase that would have meant a hefty new tax burden on county residents. (LL-C file photo)

Proposed budgets to board July 26; hearings set for mid-August, Sept.
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Budgets from department heads should 
be turned in by the end of the month, Chief 
Financial Officer Charles Miller told the 
Jones County Board of Supervisors at their 
meeting at the Jones County courthouse in 
Ellisville.
 Miller outlined the budget schedule for 
the board, saying that the deadline for 
Fiscal Year 2020 proposed budgets to be 
submitted is July 26. Board budget hear-
ings are set for Aug. 12-15 and the public 
hearing will be Sept. 3.
 That was announced shortly after Sheriff 
Alex Hodge’s fourth-quarter (July-Sep-
tember) allocation of $1,431,112.75 was 
acknowledged by supervisors. His budget 
this year is $5.3 million.

 Last year, the sheriff and board had 
heated arguments about his budget, with 
Hodge making passionate pleas and a 
Powerpoint presentation to request a bud-
get of more than $7.3 million. 
 It would not be possible to allocate that 
much for the sheriff’s budget without a tax 
increase.
 Miller said it would take a tax increase of 
10 mills to give the sheriff what he asked 
for, Miller said, and the law only allows 
for supervisors to raise taxes by 3.5 mills 
without residents voting for a referendum. 
A mill represents about $470,000.
 “We couldn’t come close to giving him 
what’s being requested,” he said during 
last year’s budget battles.
 Board President Jerome Wyatt said the 

This year’s primary 
elections are set 

for Aug. 6 
— before the 

hearings are set 
and before the 

public will know 
how much mon-
ey (Sheriff Alex) 
Hodge is asking 

for in the 
department’s 
2020 budget. See BUDGET on A11
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See ZEDD on A11

 Candidates in contested Jones 
County races have been sent or 
contacted about questionnaires for an 
election guide that will be published 
near the end of this month, before the 
Aug. 6 primaries.
 There is no charge for candidates to 
be included in the election guide. It is 
being put together as a service to help 
voters make informed decisions.
 Sheriff Alex Hodge was sent one 
of the questionnaires, but he sent an 
email back saying that he will not be 
participating. Beat 2 supervisor candi-
date Michael Phillips also sent a reply 
saying that he would not participate.
 Hodge also declined to participate 
in a debate with other sheriff can-
didates. Last week, he took to Face-
book to answer an undecided voter 
who wanted to know why he did not 

debate Republican candidates Macon 
Davis and Paul Sumrall, and inde-
pendent Joe Berlin. He wrote that he 
did not refuse to debate, only that he 
wouldn’t participate with the Lead-
er-Call.
 The Leader-Call was not host-
ing the debate. The certified letter 
he responded to was from Belinda 
Harrison of Citizens Against Corrup-
tion and that political action group 
was hosting the debate. No one from 
the Leader-Call is on the board of the 
CAC.
 Any candidate who did not receive a 
questionnaire and wishes to partic-
ipate should immediately send an 
email to editor@leader-call.com or 
call 601-649-9388. The deadline for 
completing and turning in question-
naires is at 5 p.m. Friday.

 Ballots arrived in the courthouse 
last week for absentee voting to begin, 
Jones County Circuit Clerk Concetta-
Brooks said.
 Voters have to cast ballots in either 
the Democrat or Republican primary, 
not both.
 People who don’t vote in the prima-
ries can vote in the runoffs as long as 
they’re registered 30 days before that 
election. Runoffs will be Aug. 27.
 The deadline to register for the Nov. 
5 general election is 5 p.m. on Oct. 7. 
Again, both circuit clerk offices will be 
open from 8 a.m.-noon on the Satur-
day prior to the deadline, Oct. 5.
 Anyone with questions about the 
election or where they vote can call 
the circuit clerk’s office at 601-425-
2556. They are encouraged to call 
before the day of an election.

Questionnaires sent; Hodge, Phillips decline
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Fight Night

Boxers entertain 700 fans

at Cameron Center

Pharma fraud

Nurse from Soso arrested

as part of drug scheme


