
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Body-cam footage of a teenag-
er’s run-in with Laurel police on 
Sunday showed that he fell hard 
and “face-plant-
ed” after being 
tased, but that 
didn’t stop 
Black Lives 
Matter pro-
testers from 
picketing in 
front of the LPD 
on Tuesday.
 “I never 
thought we’d 
get to a point 
where you can put the truth out, 
but it doesn’t matter,” a frustrated 
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TRIFECTA
Magee rolls into 3rd term;
Ellisville, Sandersville keep
mayors, Cahill wins in Soso

Protests at
LPD over a
‘face-plant’

'I never thought 
we’d get to a 
point where 

you can put the 
truth out, but it 
doesn’t matter.'

Chief Tommy Cox

View the video at
www.leader-call.com

See LPD on A13

Black Lives Matter protesters gather outside of Laurel Police Department de-
manding the full video of an altercation involving a 17-year-old be released 
to the public Tuesday afternoon. (Photo by Cam Bonelli)

Tasha Fuentes gives a victim impact statement in court while Kristin Martin, assistant 
district attorney, and Tony Buckley, district attorney, listen before the sentencing... the 
sentencing of Jose Melendez on Monday. (Photo by Cam Bonelli)

By Cam Bonelli
reporter@leader-call.com

 Standing outside of the City Council 
chambers on the third floor of City Hall, a 
relieved Johnny Magee said, "the rumor of my demise was prema-
ture."
 Magee won a heated race against Miranda Beard and two others 
to secure a third term as mayor of Laurel. In unofficial results, 
Magee received 1,850 votes to 1,344 for Beard. The new term will 
begin July 1. There were 27 absentee ballots outstanding at press 
time — not enough votes to change the outcome. 
 Asked what he would do in this third term, Magee said, “Same 
thing we’ve been doing — I will fix the streets because that’s what 
people keep saying they want and I heard a lot of other things that 
people are concerned about and we will be working on those, too." 
 Although he is grateful that the campaign is through, Magee said 
he planned to be “back to work at 8 a.m.” on Wednesday.
 Beard’s campaign said that it was an honor to meet Laurel 
residents while going to different areas of the city. She thanked 
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By Cam Bonelli
reporter@leader-call.com

 The witness table was moved to the floor 
by two bailiffs so Tasha Fuentes could testify 
when her ex-boyfriend was on trial last week for 
shooting her and her son. That’s because she 
now has to use a wheelchair to get around. 
 Fuentes spent three months and three weeks 
in the hospital after she was shot in the neck by 
Jose Melendez. She is now paralyzed from her 
chest down and has limited mobility of her right 
arm. She could not raise her right hand to take 
the oath, so Judge Dal Williamson allowed her 
to just respond, promising to tell the truth. 
 She clutched a handkerchief in her left hand, 
which she can still move, as she began to testify. 
The courtroom was still, heavy with the weight 
of her testimony in front of the man who shot 
her and her son Dalton White, killing him Nov. 
6, 2019. White was 22 and trying to protect his 

mother from Melendez.
 The bullet is still lodged in Fuentes’ back, she 
told the court.
  “It’s too dangerous to remove the bullet,” 
Fuentes testified. 
 Fuentes testified she remembered telling her 
son that she wanted “Pito” — the name Me-
lendez was called by the family — to leave her 
home. 
 “I was blacking out on the stand,” Fuentes 
said after the trial.
 White, his girlfriend Hannah Maxcey and his 
best friend Cody Ingersoll, 22, came over to the 
residence that night after Fuentes called White 
and told him Melendez had come back to the 
home. Ingersoll often stayed the night with 
White and Maxcey as they were always together 
and close friends.
 “He shot Dalton,” she said in a soft voice. 

Reliving a nightmare
Mother recalls night her boyfriend shot her, 

killed her son; shooter gets 54 years in prison

See NIGHTMARE on A14


