
From staff reports

 A man is dead and a Laurel 
woman is in jail after a vehicle hit a 
pedestrian on 16th Avenue , just be-
fore 9 p.m. Saturday, Chief Tommy 
Cox of the Laurel Police Department 
reported.
 Deja Lindsey, 22, is charged with 
leaving the Scene 
of an accident 
resulting in death. 
She was set to 
make her initial 
appearance in 
Laurel Municipal 
Court on Monday 
afternoon. She 
turned herself 
in at the Laurel 
Police Department on Monday 
morning, Cox reported.
 The man she hit, who was not 
identified, died from the injuries he 
sustained after being struck by the 
vehicle.
 Lt. Michael Reaves is assigned to 
the case.
 The victim was the second pe-
destrian killed in Jones County in a 
two-day period. Eric Villalobos was 
killed while walking on Interstate 59 
around 2 a.m. Thursday, according 
to the Mississippi Highway Patrol.
 In an unrelated matter, 18-year-
old Ja’Kobe Bender of Laurel was 
charged with two counts of shooting 
into an occupied 
dwelling. He is ac-
cused of shooting 
into a residence 
on Johnson Cir-
cle, Cox reported. 
 Bender’s 
bond was set at 
$75,000 in his ini-
tial appearance on Sunday. Investi-
gator Michelle Howell is assigned to 
the case.
 Anyone with information on 
those or any other case is encour-
aged to call the LPD at 601-399-
4440 or Crime Stoppers at 601-428-
STOP (7867).

From staff reports

 Laurel Main Street’s Judi Holif-
ield was selected Outstanding Main 
Street Director at Mississippi Main 
Street Association’s 30th annual 
awards luncheon in downtown Jack-
son.
 Sweet Somethings Bakery and Bed 
and Breakfast, on Central Avenue, 
was winner of the award for Out-
standing Adaptive Reuse Project and 
Guild & Gentry, on North Magnolia 
Street, was the winner of the Out-
standing Visual Merchandising 
award.
 “One of the first tasks Judi set for 
herself when she became the exec-
utive director of Laurel Main Street 
was to dream big,” according to her 
nomination letter. “She went to a 
meeting of people who had largely 
given up on downtown Laurel and 
asked what they would want to see in 
downtown if money were no object. 
The answers were pipe dreams: 
No vacant buildings for sale, parks 
galore, more restaurants, a thriving 
tourist industry, and so on. Pipe 
dream or not, all of those things are 
now realities.”
 The nomination continued, “Every-
one’s got ideas or troubles, questions 
or answers, and Judi’s there to take 
it all in and offer some much-needed 
advice. When a particularly difficult 
problem arises, she often tells the 
person that she’ll ‘meditate on it’ and 
always follows up a few days later 
with insight and wise words. 
 “She has a key to the city, friends 
and family who adore her, a reputa-
tion for getting things done, and was 
once accused of being the leader of 
a shadow government that decided 
how the City Council would vote. 
What can we say? Every town needs 
a conspiracy theory or two.
 “She’s strong, and she’s resilient. 
But, Judi is also kind and compas-
sionate, an excellent listener and a 
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'Mr. Transparency'
ducking debate
Three hopefuls are in, but sheriff turns down invitation

'I am declining 
the invitation.'

Sheriff Hodge

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Only one of four candidates for 
Sheriff of Jones County declined an 
invitation to participate in a debate in 
front of the voters.
 Three-term incumbent Sheriff 
Alex Hodge, who frequently refers 

to himself as “transparent” when it 
comes to dealing with the media and 
the public, acknowledged receiving the 
certified letter from Citizens Against 
Corruption founding member Belinda 
Harrison, but simply answered: “I am 
declining the invitation.” There was no 
explanation. 
 Hodge’s three challengers — Inde-

pendent Joe Berlin and Republicans 
Macon Davis and Paul Sumrall — all 
said they were ready to debate and 
they were disappointed that the in-
cumbent would not.
 “I think a debate would be good for 
the voters to be able to hear ideas and 

See DEBATE on A6

Laurel director wins
top Main Street award

Laurel Main Street’s Judi Holifield accepts the Outstanding Main 
Street Director award from MMSA Board President Kevin Stafford of 
Neel-Schaffer. (Photos submitted)

Cory and Car-
oline Burks of 
Guild & Gentry 
accept the Out-
standing Visual 
Merchandising 
Award from 
MMSA Board 
President Kevin 
Stafford.

See AWARD on A3

Man struck,
killed on 16th,
woman jailed

news• a5

4-car crash

on Interstate 59

Highway closed,

traffic snarled

Lindsey

Bender


