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Sheriff upping security rate for school functions;
Board member: Request ‘way out of line’

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Jones County Schools will be hit with a 25 
percent increase on security details provided 
by the Jones County Sheriff’s Department, 
according to a letter Sheriff Alex Hodge sent 
to school officials this week.
 The rate is going up from $25 per hour 

take-home pay for deputies to $40 an hour. 
That would result in an increase of almost 
$20,000 — from 78,840 in Fiscal Year 2019 
to $98,550 in Fiscal Year 2020 — for the 
same number of hours.
 “That shocked a lot of people,” school 
board member Ronnie Herrington said. “It 
was not well-received. If the sheriff wants 
to supplement his budget, he needs to get 

it from somewhere other than the school 
district.”
 The biggest expense is the deputies’ securi-
ty coverage of football games, which typically 
requires four to 10 deputies, depending on 
the anticipated crowd, Superintendent Tom-
my Parker said. They also provide security 

Fire chief
retires

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Longtime Jones County Fire 
Coordinator Dan McKenna is 
rolling up his hose.
 Friday was his last day on 
the job, he said. 
 “I told the county admin-
istrator that I was leaving 
in February,” McKenna said 
by text message while he was 
away on vacation. “I’m not going anywhere. 
I’ll still be chief at Glade to the end of the year, 
and then I can just be a firefighter.”
 McKenna didn’t give a reason for his depar-
ture. He was working in the fire service in Ida-
ho when he met his future wife Deborah, and 
they moved back to her native Jones County to 
be with her parents 16 years ago. 
 McKenna became Jones County Fire Coor-
dinator in 2003 and remained in that position 
until Friday. Under his leadership, the coun-
ty’s 18 volunteer fire departments’ personnel 
grew professionally because of his emphasis 
on training, longtime Powers volunteer Lance 
Chancellor said.
 “It’s a deadly, dangerous job, so he really 
pushed for the training,” Chancellor said. “And 
Dan will long be remembered for his dogged 
determination to get our fire apparatus re-
placed.”
 A plan is now in place to get new fire trucks 
for all of the VFDs in the county. That’s im-
portant for residents and business owners 
when it comes to fire ratings and keeping 
property insurance affordable.
 But McKenna’s value wasn’t just in adminis-

McKenna
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Stuck in the middle
Jacob 
Trenton 
Lee with 
public 
defender 
Patrick 
Pacific. 
(Photo 
by Mark 
Thornton)

Thief caught when truck bogs down
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A famous song’s lyrics go, 
“Clowns to the left of me, 
jokers to the right, here I am, 
stuck in the middle …” The 
band that sings it is called 
Stealers Wheel.
 The line and the band’s 
name fit the crime 22-year-
old Jacob Trenton Lee com-
mitted and the way he was 
caught.
 In April, Lee drove up to 
the home of Wayne Easterling 
on Long Branch Loop and 
hooked a trailer with an ATV 
on it to his pickup. But Lee 
wasn’t able to make a get-

away. When he tried to leave 
the property with the stolen 
goods, his pickup got stuck 
in the mud, District Attorney 
Tony Buckley said.
 Investigators with the 
Jones County Sheriff’s 
Department were able to 
solve the crime quickly after 
Easterling called them about 
the truck that was stuck in his 
yard. Lee’s arrest also solved a 
similar crime from July 2018, 
when Lee stole a trailer and 
ATV from the home of Ricky 
Phillips on Joshua Drive.
 The owner suspected 
Lee all along, Buckley said, 
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