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 After years of contention 
under the previous Jones County 
Sheriff's Department adminis-
tration, the newly installed Joe 
Berlin will seek to unite local law 
enforcement agencies to keep 
communities safer.
 “It won’t happen tomorrow,” 
Berlin said of deputizing officers 
of other agencies, “but our focus 

will be to bring 
the depart-
ments togeth-
er.” 
    Jones County 
residents had 
complained 
of a lack of 
transparency 
from the JCSD 
during Alex 
Hodge’s tenure, 
between an un-
official media 
blackout and 
tight-lipped 
operations. But 

with other agencies assisting 
with traffic and investigations, a 
new era for the department may 
be on its way.
 Ellisville Police Chief Bruce 
Russell said his officers have 
thus far been confined to the 
city limits without them being 
deputized.
 “If there’s a traffic stop near 
the city, if a deputized officer is 
within a mile or so and they’re 
shorthanded, we can back them 
up,” Russell said. “The same 
thing with a traffic accident. That 
was where we felt it the most — 
we couldn’t help with accidents 
and traffic control.”
 Moreover, having another 
agency on the scene during a 
county situation would make the 
process safer for civilians and 
officers.
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What should happen when 

the Articles of Impeachment 

against Donald Trump are sent 

to the U.S. Senate for trial?

1: It's nonsense, vote to acquit 

immediately

2: Have a trial without witness-

es and vote accordingly

3: Give in to minority demands 

and have witness testimony

4: Convict him and remove him 

from office immediately

Unity in Blue
Officers from other agencies to be deputized

“You have to 
share infor-
mation in a 
community 
like Jones 
County. You 
have to.'

Bruce Russell

EPD chief

Sheriff Joe Berlin checks for taser barbs still stuck in the back of fugitive Ralston “Ros-
coe” Keyes after he was captured in Calhoun. (Photo by Mark Thornton)

Iesha Crosby is accused of 
using the promise of sex 
to lure a shooting victim to 
her home. (Photo by Mark 
Thornton)

A hairy
situation

DA: Investigators had 
probable cause to enter 

home of woman accused 
of luring rapper to ambush
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 The term “siren song” takes 
on new meaning with a Laurel 
woman who was accused of 
using the promise of sex to 
lure a Waynesboro man to 
an ambush at her home in a 
battle of rival rappers.
 Iesha Crosby, 28, was 
charged with conspiracy to 
commit aggravated assault 
and accessory before the fact 
of aggravated assault after the 
shooting of 30-year-old Justin 
“BoneGrizzle” Mayfield on 
Nov. 28, 2018.
 Attorney Grant Hedgepeth 
was in Jones County Cir-
cuit Court last week argu-
ing motions to dismiss the 
case against Crosby for lack 
of probable cause and to 
suppress evidence from the 
scene of her home on Bush 
Dairy Road, just outside of the 
Laurel city limits. 
 Judge Dal Williamson 
denied both motions after 
hearing testimony from 
former Jones County Sheriff’s 
Department investigators 
Robert Little and Tonya Mad-
ison. The trial is set to start on 
Feb. 3. She has been out on 
$12,500 bond.
 “Law enforcement searched 
the home without probable 
cause,” Hedgepeth said. “They 
searched the home, then they 
got a search warrant, and 
came back and searched it 
again.”
 District Attorney Tony 
Buckley argued that the “cir-
cumstances warranted” that 
response by the JCSD. That’s 
because officers responded 
to a call that a man who had 
been shot multiple times was 
knocking on doors of homes 
in a trailer park on Bush Dairy 
Road around midnight. 
 After the victim was trans-
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MLK events
begin Friday

The annual remem-
brance of Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. will begin 
on Friday at the L.T. Ellis 

Center in Laurel. The 
weekend will be high-
lighted by a Saturday 

morning parade through 
downtown.

For story, See Page 2.
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