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Charlie Mitchell

Public 
purse not 
proper for 

punishment 
or reward

today in history
Sept. 25

1513: The Pacific Ocean is 
discovered by Spanish explor-
er Vasco Nunez de Balboa 
when he crosses the Isthmus 
of Panama. He names the 
body of water the South Sea. 

1978: Melissa Ludtke, a writer 
for “Sports Illustrated,” files 
suit in U.S. District Court. The 
result was that Major League 
Baseball could not bar female 
writers from the locker room.
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LAUREL PULLS

AWAY FROM SJ

Naders score 28
in second half to
win belt matchup

Crash before ‘Cruising’ crushes
classic car, couples’ coast plans

A 1959 
Ford Edsel 

that was 
supposed 

to be taken 
to Cruisin’ 
the Coast. 

(Photo 
submitted)

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A local couple who had just purchased a classic car 
for Cruisin’ the Coast were crashed into days later, 
crushing those plans, but leaving them counting their 
blessings.
 Jarrod and Cassidi Hankins had just been visiting 
the grave of fellow classic car enthusiast Brenton Ul-
mer when a Mazda driven by Lynn Breland slammed 
into the side of the 1959 Edsel they had just traded 
their Harley-Davidson motorcycle for less than a 
week earlier.
 They had been at the cemetery with Ulmer’s family 
and were headed to PDI in his memory when the 
wreck occurred at Audubon Drive and 7th Avenue 
last Friday. It was tough luck after getting the car 
from a man in Forest the previous Sunday. But the 
way Cassidi Hankins sees it, they could have just as 
easily been going back to the cemetery with their own 
families being the ones mourning.
 “We traded our bike for this,” said Cassidi Hankins, 

See EDSEL on A12

Battle for Pendorff continues in Laurel court

Mayor Johnny Magee, right, and city attorney D.D. Bassi pack up after the first day of tes-
timony, which was presided over by special Judge James Bell. (Photo by Mark Thornton)

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

	 The	Pendorff	annexation	
trial continued in Jones Coun-
ty Chancery Court on Friday, 
with	Laurel	officials	testifying	
that they are prepared to han-
dle services in the area along 
Highway 11, between Laurel 
and Ellisville.
 Mayor Johnny Magee, City 
Clerk Mary Ann Hess, Randy 
Dias of Suez Water, City 
Engineer Lorenzo Anderson, 
Police Chief Tyrone Stewart, 
Fire Chief Mark Nichols and 
Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor Elvin Ulmer were among 
those to testify that the city 
could provide services to the 
proposed	annexation	area.
	 Testimony	is	expected	to	

continue through early this 
week, and it’s not known 
how soon specially appointed 
judge James Bell will make a 
decision.
 Engineer Duncan Welch 
of the state Department of 
Health	testified	that	there	are		
“septic-tank issues,” some of 
which present health hazards, 
that would be cleared up if 
they are put on city sewer 
service. The city already 
provides water to the area. 
New,	larger	lines	and	75	fire	
hydrants would be added with 
the proposal.
 The City of Laurel would 
have	five	years	to	get	a	new	
$16.5 million water and sewer 
system up and running in the 

See COURT on A12

Investigator shoots, kills dog
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 An investigator with the Jones 
County	Sheriff’s	Department	shot	
and killed a dog that “lunged toward 
him”	during	a	routine	check	of	sex	
offenders	last	Monday	in	the	Calhoun	
Community, according to a press 
release from JCSD spokeswoman 
Allyson Knotts.

 The investigator was checking the 
validity of addressed of registered 
sex	offenders	in	Jones	County	at	584	
Hines Road when the incident oc-
curred. He knocked on the door sev-
eral times and didn’t get an answer, 
according to the press release, and left 
a	note	on	the	door	for	the	sex	offender	
to call him. 
 While the investigator was there, 
three puppies came up to him and 

he	allowed	them	to	sniff	his	hand,	
then started making his way back to 
his vehicle. That’s when an older dog 
came toward him, and when he stuck 
his hand out, the dog began barking 
and growling, according to the press 
release.
 “The investigator slowly made 
his way to the vehicle when the dog 
started jumping back and forth, 
then lunged toward him,” Knotts 

wrote. “The investigator instinctively 
reached	for	his	weapon,	fired	once	
and struck the dog, killing it.”
	 After	the	shot	was	fired,	six	peo-
ple came out of the residence and 
confronted the investigator, and more 
deputies responded.
 The owner of the of dog, who wasn’t 
identified,	reportedly	said,	“He	didn’t	

See DOG on A12


