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By the Numbers
                                     Cases   Deaths
Mississippi ..... 109,255 .....3,160
Covington Co. ........902 ..........25
Forrest County ....2,906 ..........77
Jasper County........657 ..........16
Jones County ......2,799 ..........81
Smith County ........576 ..........16
Wayne County .......972 ..........21
As of Oct. 15; From Miss. Dept. of Health
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Killing 

the NBA

Kittrell 
gets jail

for animal 
cruelty

Ex-rescuer gets 6 months, 
prohibited from having 

animals for 15 years
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Using a new law “that has teeth,” 
Judge Noel Rogers chomped down 
on a Jones County woman who was 
found guilty of 38 counts of animal 
cruelty.
 Miranda Kittrell, 37, burst into 
tears and hugged her 
mother before being 
handcuffed and 
taken away to serve 
six months in the 
Jones County Adult 
Detention Center. 
It is believed to be 
the first time for an 
animal abuser in any 
local court to get sentenced to jail.
 County Attorney Brad Thomp-
son and Sheriff Joe Berlin both 

Kittrell

See KITTRELL on A12

BUSTED!
Teen in 
custody 

for capital 
murder,
La. man 

identified
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 The suspect in a capital 
murder is in custody and 
the shooting victim has 
been identified by police.
 Jadarius Keyes, 18, is 
charged with one count 
of capital 
murder 
and armed 
robbery 
after being 
accused of 
shooting a 
Louisiana 
man as he 
and a woman sat in a pickup 
at South Park Village, on 
Johnson Circle, just after 10 
p.m. Tuesday.
 The victim, 33-year-old 
Jordan Aubin Heinhuis 
of Houma, 
La., suffered 
“multiple 
gunshot 
wounds” 
and was 
pronounced 
dead at 
the scene, 
Lt. Michael Reaves of the 
Laurel Police Department 
said. The victim’s longtime 
girlfriend, who wasn’t iden-
tified and wasn’t injured, 
was being kept safe by LPD 
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See MURDER on A12

Shootout at Myrick after teen attacked
From staff reports

 A 14-year-old boy was attacked, 
and his father and attacker got into 
a shootout in the Myrick Communi-
ty on Wednesday night.

 The Jones County Sheriff's 
Department is investigating the 
shooting that occurred on Pearman 
Road, according to information that 
was released on the department’s 
Facebook page.

 The boy was in his yard around 
5:30 p.m., according to a Facebook 
post by his mother Renea Jordan, 
when he saw a man come into his 

See SHOOTOUT on A12

Law enforcement officials with the Mississippi Bureau 
of Narcotics, Drug Enforcement Agency and state 

Department of Health were at Jones Family Medical 
Clinic on Highway 15 North on Thursday and shut 

down the facility. No representatives from those 
agencies would comment on the reason for their 
presence as of press time Friday and employees 

who were seen leaving the clinic also had no com-
ment. There are reports that the bust had to do with 

Medicare fraud. And the multimillion-dollar “pain-
cream scheme” has led to the arrests of dozens of 
health-care professionals across the state, and it is 
known that those cases are still being investigated 

and tried in federal court. They are accused of bilking 
Medicare for more than a half-billion dollars. JFMC, 

which is owned and operated by Dr. Matt Jones, also 
has clinics in Ellisville, Bay Springs, Heidelberg and 
Taylorsville. No other information was available at 

press time but look for more on this developing story 
as it becomes available. 

(Photos by Jack Hammett)


