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COVID VACCINES

NO APPT NEEDED

MON- FRI 7 AM - 5:30 PM

HAS

No Out-of-Pocket Expense

Ages 18 and up • Every Friday and Saturday in April  • 8:00 am to 2:00 pm
Former South Central Wellness Center at 23 Mason Street 

 No walk in appointments • SCRMC will offer either Moderna or Pfizer vaccines. 
The selection of which vaccine will vary based on availability from the MSDH.  

For more information, or to schedule an appointment visit

https://SouthCentralVaccines.as.me/VACCINE CLINIC
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From addict to nurse
Editor’s note: This is the third in 
a series highlighting some recent 
graduates of Jones County Drug 
Court.

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 After being on the brink of divorce 
and death, the Jones County Drug 
Court saved Chelsea Robinson’s life. 
That’s what she said at the emotion-
al graduation ceremony from the 
intense program last month.
 “I hurt everyone I cared about,” 
she said, wiping away tears as she 
recalled her darkest years as a drug 
addict.
 But now she’s on track to help 
heal others instead of hurting them. 
Robinson, 36, is finishing her third 
semester of Associate Degree Nurs-
ing at Meridian Community College. 
She is set to graduate and become a 
Registered Nurse in December.
 The amazing transformation 
wouldn’t have been possible without 
her family and drug-court officials, 
she said, thanking program direc-
tor Consuelo Walley, case manager 
Kenyada Smith, Judge Dal William-
son, officer Carrol Windham and late 
officer Jimmy Reynolds
 Walley described Robinson as “so 
amazing and so funny,” and that 

was on display in her short speech to 
fellow graduates and other attend-
ees. After tearful comments about 
the challenges to get clean and sober 
and to get her husband and children 
back, Robinson looked at Walley 
and said, “I look forward to having a 
heart-to-heart with you without my 
pants down, sitting on the toilet.”
 Soon, Robinson will be performing 
urine tests on patients instead of 
having to be subjected to them regu-
larly and at random to make sure she 
remains drug-free.
 At the beginning of the ceremony, 
Williamson quoted from essays that 
each graduate wrote about what 
drug court meant to them, without 
revealing the identity of the writer. 
But Robinson agreed to share hers 
with Leader-Call readers. Here are 
her powerful words:
 It all started at the tender age of 
just 20 years old when I got a phone 
call that my mom had been killed by 
a drunk driver. I had no idea how to 
process that pain, so I believe it was 
just in my nature to numb it. Losing 
her left a void so large inside of me 
that the only way I could get through 
the day was to use drugs, and in my 
case, this was opiates. 
 I never wanted to be that person — 

See WORDS on A12

Chelsea Robinson with husband of 13 years Joshua and their sons 
Dax, 8, and Dylan, 12. (Submitted photo)

Alternate plans for alternative school
District to move Jones County Learning Center to Ellisville, open K-4 in West Jones area

By Cam Bonelli
reporter@leader-call.com

 Next school year, students attending the 
Jones County Learning Center will study at 
a new location in a historic building. 
 Tommy Parker, Jones County School 
District superintendent, said the district 
will revitalize a building in Ellisville that 

provides more space for students of the 
Jones County Learning Center, which 
serves as an alternative school for sixth- to 
12-grade students in the JCSD. The alterna-
tive school will move to the former Ellis-
ville Elementary School building on North 
Deason Street. The current location of the 
alternative school, 26 Cemetery Road, will 
be repurposed and house a 4-year-olds' kin-

dergarten to serve West Jones Elementary 
students, Parker said. 
“Each area in the Jones County School Dis-
trict has had a 4-year-olds' kindergarten for 
two years except West Jones Elementary,” 
Parker said. 
  The Jones County School Board worked 
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Early drug take-back
City woman busted with heroin days before semi-annual LPD event

Minter

From staff reports

 The Laurel Police Department is 
having its semi-annual drug-take-back 
event today (Saturday), where people 
can anonymously and voluntarily drop 

off their unused or expired prescription 
medications.
 But one Laurel woman didn’t have 
a choice in the matter. The LPD exe-
cuted a search warrant at a residence 
on Wednesday and seized 3.5 grams of 

heroin that was found in the house on 
the 800 block of West 21st Street.
 Dee Merris Minter, 52, was charged 
with possession of a controlled sub-
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