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 A Myrick woman who has 
twice faced criminal charges for 
doing drugs while pregnant isn’t 
likely to get a third chance, if 
she stays in prison as long as her 
sentence calls for.
	 Tiffany	Dement,	34,	was	or-
dered to serve 15 years in prison 
after pleading guilty to felony 
child abuse, sale 
of hydrocodone 
and possession 
of hydrocodone 
with intent to 
distribute.
 “She admitted 
that she knew 
(drug use) would 
hurt her child,” said Assistant 
District	Attorney	Kristen	Martin,	
who worked out the plea deal 
with public defender Michael 
Mitchell.
	 Dement	was	facing	five	to	30	
years on both sale charges and 
five	years	to	life	on	the	felony	
abuse charge.  
 The 15-year prison sentence 
is the longest for any of the local 
women who have been to court 
for doing drugs while pregnant.
	 In	2016,	Dement	was	accused	
of stealing pain pills from her 
ailing grandmother and trying 
to sell some and ingesting some, 
all while six months’ pregnant. 
She	was	charged	with	selling	20	
pills	to	a	confidential	informant	
in	September	2016,	then	trying	
to	sell	20	more	in	the	Walmart	
parking	lot	in	October	2016.
	 Judge	Dal	Williamson	asked	
Dement	if	that	baby	was	born	
with any birth defects.
 “No sir, not to my knowledge,” 
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Ellisville’s Charles Miller

wins four-way tiebreaker,

$25 in B-Dubs gift certificates
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today in history
Sept. 13

1971: In New York, National 

Guardsmen storm the Attica 

Correctional Facility and put an 

end to the four-day revolt. A 

total of 43 people are killed in 

the final assault. A committee 
is organized to investigate the 

riot on Sept. 30, 1971. 

By Kim Wittwer

	 As	we	pass	the	20th	anniversa-
ry of Virginia “Ginny” Chandler’s 
death, we are reminded of her by the 
countless happy and healthy animals 
of Laurel, Jones County and beyond. 
Ginny was an avid animal lover who 
did anything in her power to save ev-
ery single animal she came in contact 
with. 
 Although she is gone, her legacy 
lives on through the Animal Res-
cue League in Laurel and its many 
employees, volunteers, donors and 
animal lovers who have helped the 
Animal Rescue League remain in 
business	for	the	past	37	years.	
 Ginny founded the Animal Rescue 
League	in	1981,	which	was	the	first	
no-kill shelter in the state of Mis-
sissippi, with the help of so many 
gracious members of the community 
who too believed in her vision — to 
advocate for humane animal treat-

ment and the eradication of animal 
abuse as well as eliminating the 
euthanasia of healthy animals as the 
means of population control. 
 People such as Admiral Reeder, 
who, in 1988, donated the building 
off	of	Moose	Drive	after	her	lease	
expired	at	the	original	building	off	
Bush	Dairy	Road.	Little	did	anyone	
know that throughout the years tens 
of thousands of animals would be 
rescued and re-homed. 
	 We	have	survived	this	long	be-
cause	of	the	efforts	of	so	many	people	
who have worked tirelessly through 
volunteering their time, fundraising, 
donating and being supportive of 
the Animal Rescue League, but now 
more than ever we are humbled to 
beg for more help. 
 The Animal Rescue League is in 
talks of permanently closing, unfor-
tunately, the funds to remain open 
simply are not there. The Animal 
Rescue League operates completely 

off	of	donations	and	has	since	the	be-
ginning. The most relevant struggle is 
definitely	funding.	
 For decades, the Animal Rescue 
League was the only organization 
devoted to animal welfare in Jones 
County. Now, there are other organi-
zations. These other groups are vital, 
and they assist in the growing need 
for animal advocates; however, all 
of these groups rely on support from 
the community, and the community 
is	faced	with	pleas	from	different	
organizations. 
 In addition to local groups, entities 
outside our community are vying 
for funding. Because of the explo-
sion of social media, organizations 
throughout the state, the nation, and 
the world seek donations for myriad 
causes. 
 People sometimes feel over-
whelmed when they are faced with so 
many people asking for help. The An-
imal Rescue League is also struggling 

due to the sheer numbers of animals 
needing our help.
	 We	can	only	house	animals	based	
on the space our small shelter has. 
People become frustrated when we 
cannot accept animals, but we have 
limited	space.	We	have	runs	for	adult	
dogs and cages for puppies, kittens, 
and cats. Once those runs and cages 
are full, we have no other options. 
	 We	cannot	afford	to	expand	our	
shelter.
 The Animal Rescue League has 
existed for all these years due to the 
generosity	of	this	community.	We	
hope that the community will contin-
ue to support us. 
 Please consider donating and if 
you cannot donate please help us 
with	volunteering.	We	are	looking	to	
our amazing community to help us 
during this time of need. 

•
Kim Wittwer is granddaughter of 
ARL founder Ginny Chandler.

When the rescue needs to be rescued

SERVER ERROR
‘Pit Bull’ Parrish takes Hodge, SCAR to task

Sheriff Alex Hodge, center, listens to the judge along with attorney Danielle Ashley and 
Deputy Bob Shoemake. (Photo by Mark Thornton)

Attorney J. Ronald Parrish addresses the court as 
client Mary Ellen Senne looks on.

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

	 Sheriff	Alex	Hodge	had	
an unfamiliar seat Tues-
day — on the defendant’s 
side in the courtroom. But 
it will be another month 
before he has to answer 
questions about where Col. 

David	and	
Mary Ellen 
Sennes’ 
five	pet	
dogs are.
    That’s 
because 
there was 
a prob-
lem with 
serving 
subpoe-
nas to the 
attorney 
for the 
Humane	

Society of the United States 
and	the	sheriff,	so	the	hear-
ing was reset for Oct. 18.
 “It’s amazing that the 
process	server	can’t	find	
the	sheriff	across	the	hall,”	
said the Sennes’ attorney 
J. Ronald Parrish, who was 
frustrated after the Tues-
day morning hearing in 
Jones County Circuit Court 

in the Ellisville courthouse. 
“My clients just want their 
pets back, if they haven’t 
murdered them.”
 Parrish had a veterinar-
ian prepared to testify that 
the	Sennes	spent	$700	per	
month caring for the ani-
mals — including one that 
had	a	bill	for	$6,500	—	and	
he had receipts showing 
that	they	spent	$3,000	
per	month	on	pet	food.	He	
is also prepared to take 
Southern Cross Animal 
Rescue to task for its role 
in the July 11 raid that led 
to the arrest of the Sennes.
 “SCAR may get deeper 
involved,” he said. “They 
took	at	least	20	dogs	and	
dumped them on Mr. and 
Mrs. Senne because no 
one else would adopt them 
… then helped facilitate 
the raid by an out-of-state 
organization.”
 Parrish also questioned 
Hodge’s	alliance	with	
HSUS	in	the	“three-month	
investigation” that led to 
the search warrant being 
executed and the arrests.
	 “All	I	can	find	about	
HSUS	is	that	they	endorsed	

‘They 
have been 
ordered to 
take care 
of these 
animals. I 
hope they 
did.’

J. Ronald
Parrish
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