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By the Numbers
                                     Cases     Deaths
Mississippi ..... 137,396 ......3601
Covington Co. .....1,112 ..........33
Forrest County ....3,490 ..........85
Jasper County........779 ..........21
Jones County ......3,308 ..........87
Smith County ........668 ..........16
Wayne County ....1,125 ..........22
Numbers were last updated by the  Miss. 

Department of Health on Nov. 17
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Vote to Keep

City
trash
going
private
Cost won't change;

pickup day may
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Starting in 2021, Laurel residents will 
have a new garbage-collection service.
 The four members of the City Coun-
cil who were present unanimously 
approved Mayor Johnny Magee sign-
ing a four-year contract with Hat-
tiesburg-based Waste Pro to pick up 
household trash starting Jan. 1. 
 The cost won’t change for customers, 
Magee said, but the day of the week 
that their garbage is picked up may be 
different. 
 “Normally, garbage is picked up on 
Monday and Tuesday, but now it will be 
stretched over five days, and it will be 
once a week,” Magee said. 
 The biggest benefit for residents, Ma-
gee said, is that trash will be collected 
on the day it’s scheduled. That’s been 
an issue because of personnel problems 
in the Public Works Department.
 “Sometimes, (garbage) still hasn’t 
been picked up as of Friday because of 
people not coming to work,” he said. 
 With the new company handling the 
household garbage, city workers will be 
able to focus on picking up debris that 
residents place on roadsides. That’s 
another benefit for customers, Magee 
said, “because we stay behind with that 
all the time, too.”
 The city will continue to handle bill-

See CITY on A11

STRIKE!

Baseball bat-beating trial halted after
opening statement on victim's charges

Dwayne Wilson, left, and defense attorney John Piazza react as a mistrial is declared in a case in 
Jones County Circuit Court. (Photo by Jack Hammett)

By Jack Hammett
reporter@leader-call.com

 Judge Dal Williamson 
cried foul Tuesday in the 
case of a man accused of 
bludgeoning another with 
a baseball bat last year.
 The mistrial came in the 
wake of opening state-
ments by defense attorney 
John Piazza, who noted 
to jurors that victim Stacy 
Pierce was in jail facing 
recent drug charges — an irrelevant detail since 
he hasn’t been convicted, Williamson said. The 
fact also doesn’t speak to Pierce’s honesty if he 
were to give testimony against defendant Dwayne 
Wilson, who is charged with aggravated assault, 
said the judge.
 However, Pierce’s testimony will have to wait 

until March of next year. 
The jury present that 
morning — three black 
women, two black men, 
six white women and two 
white men — was dis-
missed and will be replaced 
for the new trial.
    Williamson said even 
if Pierce isn’t a “model 
citizen,” it is irrelevant to 
bring up alleged incidents 
from outside this case.
    “The arrest of Mr. Pierce 

on an unrelated incident would not have any 
relevance to this trial today,” Williamson said. “It 
would be prejudicial, even though we’ve acknowl-
edged he’s had problems before. But the fact that 
he was arrested would not have any relevance.

'The implication is to try to say to the 
jury that, in this subsequent charge, 

he must have been acting in con-
formity with his actions on Oct. 5, 

2019, which is not permissible. … 
I am declaring a mistrial and begin-

ning again with another jury.'
Judge Dal Williamson

See TRIAL on A12

Jeep fire jumps to home
 Several Jones County volun-
teer fire departments responded 
to the report of a Jeep ablaze 
at 80 Dry Swamp Road in the 
Powers community on Tuesday.  
 A neighbor called 911 at 4:28 
p.m. when he discovered smoke 
billowing from behind the 
double-wide mobile home. The 
caller said the Jeep was engulfed 
in flames and fire had spread to 
the home.
 Homeowner Brandi Taylor 
was not there at the time the 
first calls were placed, but her 
teenage son was home and es-
caped unharmed.  
 Upon arrival, firefighters 
immediately began an interior 
attack, after finding the fire had 
spread from the back wall near 

the Jeep into the ceiling of the 
home. Firefighters were able 
to save the structure and many 
personal items for the residents, 
but the home sustained major 
damage.  Firefighters remained 
on the scene for several hours, 
locating and extinguishing hot 
spots.  
 No injuries were reported.  
Glade, Powers, Sandersville and 
M & M volunteer fire depart-
ments responded along with 
Mississippi Power.
 While those firefighters were 
on that scene, Pleasant Ridge, 
Calhoun and Soso volunteers, 
along with personnel and 
apparatus from Laurel Fire 

See JEEP on A11


