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• Betty Joyce Ardis

• Willie Terry Conner

• Ruthie Pearl McGee

• Charlotte Hesler Myrick

• James Altus Pittman
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FRIDAY, JULY 23RD |  8:00 AM TO 2:00 PM
SOUTH CENTRAL PLACE

Available for ages 12 and up. Bring a photo ID.
Walk-in appointments available.

601.426.4990 | SCRMC.COM
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‘Bad weekend’
Three self-inflicted gunshots, one in front of deputies
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 On Saturday, Cpl. Jason Mills and Deputy 
Denny Graham saved a man who had overdosed. 
On Sunday, they watched helplessly as a man 
took his life right in front of them. It was one 
of three self-inflicted gunshot wounds that the 
Jones County Sheriff’s Department worked over 
the weekend.

 “It was a bad weekend,” Sheriff Joe Berlin said. 
“It’s unfortunate for the families, but it’s unfortu-
nate for us, too.”
 Deputies responded to a call of a man threat-
ening suicide at a residence on Sharon-Moss 
Road on Sunday afternoon. He was in woods be-
hind the house sitting in a chair with a shotgun, 
according to reports.
 “He agreed to talk to one deputy, but when he 
moved closer, he pulled the trigger,” Berlin said. 

 Mills and Graham — who had teamed up to 
save a man who was overdosing a day earlier — 
along with Deputy James Bell witnessed it, and 
Sgt. Adam Cochran and Deputy Howard Chan-
dler also responded.
 They were immediately sent to the JCSD 
Training Center for LEAP (Law Enforcement 
Assistance Program) counseling with Nick 

See BAD on A10

Young dad dies in ATV wreck
Crash was hours before first anniversary

Austin and Dora Brashier on their wedding day. Austin 
died in an ATV crash on their first wedding anniversary.

By Cam Bonelli
reporter@leader-call.com

 Family man and avid hunter Austin 
Brashier loved spending time with his 
wife Dora and 6-month-old son Kason. 
Sunday evening, Austin tragically died 
in an ATV accident — just a few hours 
before his one-year wedding anniver-
sary.
 “He had a big heart and genuinely 
cared about people,” Brashier's aunt 
Donna Jones said. “He was the one who 
never forgot a birthday. You could al-
ways count on receiving a message from 
Austin on your special day.”
 The one-vehicle accident involving 
25-year-old Austin occurred around 2 
a.m. Sunday, Jasper County Coroner 
Randy Graham said. “It’s always a trag-
edy when these things occur,” Graham 

said. "... There was nothing to indicate 
alcohol was involved, Graham said. 
 Jasper County deputies received a call 
around 1:42 a.m. about an ATV crash 
near County Road 333, Sheriff Randy 
Johnson said. 
 “There were two people on the ATV 
when it wrecked, one that was de-
ceased,” Johnson said. “It appeared he 
may have run off the road and it over-
turned. They lost control of the vehicle, 
and it turned over.” 
 The other person on the Polaris side-
by-side sustained no injuries. 
 “It was extremely foggy in areas, and 
it appeared he ran off the road, and the 
shoulder may have been soft,” Johnson 
said. “Neither had a seatbelt on.”
 He loved his family and loved spend-
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4th wave is here:
Delta variant cases surge

in state, says Dobbs
By Cam Bonelli
reporter@leader-call.com

 The state of Mississippi is seeing another surge 
in COVID-19 cases of the Delta variant, said State 
Health Officer Dr. Thomas Dobbs. 
 “There’s no doubt about that,” Dobbs said. “We 
are seeing a pretty significant increase in cases, 
hospitalizations — deaths are going to follow — they 
always do.”
 The new cases — about 95 percent — are pre-
senting in unvaccinated individuals across the state 
and around 92 percent of deaths are coming from 
unvaccinated individuals. 
 “Very sad. Didn’t have to be this way. 4th wave is 
here,” Dobbs tweeted Monday morning. 

See COVID on A9

Suspicious blaze
D.L Gieger, 
left, Powers 
volunteer 
firefighter, 
and Charles 
Cromwell, 
Glade volun-
teer firefight-
er, put out a 
camper fire 
near John 
Griffith Road 
Friday.
See story on 
Page A3
(Photo by 
Cam Bonelli)


