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Teen dies after crash in Glade

Open enrollment for Medicare begins today
 The open enrollment period for 
Medicare starts today (Oct. 15) and 
continues through Dec. 7, at which 
time current recipients may change 
their health or prescription cover-
age for 2020.
  “As Insurance Commission-
er, I take my responsibilities of 
protecting the consumers of this 
state very seriously,” Mike Chaney 
said. “Never is that more true than 
when it comes to the ever-growing, 
complex issues facing seniors in 
Mississippi relating to their health 

coverage. Rising health care costs 
put a strain on many retirement 
budgets and seniors need to remain 
well informed to make the most 
economical decisions.”
  While the Mississippi Insurance 
Department does not regulate Ad-
vantage Plans, the MID is available 
to answer questions for those who 
have concerns or are confused by 
the open enrollment process. Con-
sumers with questions should call 
1-800-562-2957.
  Medicare is a federal insurance 

program comprised of four parts 
that is administered by the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services. 
Medicare is for people age 65 or 
older or for people who are under 
65 with certain disabilities or end-
stage renal disease.
  Things to consider:
• Read all notices from Medicare 
about upcoming changes, many of 
which can be found in the annual 
Medicare Supplement Shoppers’ 
Guide issued by MID.
• Yearly Medicare revisions can in-

clude such changes as out-of-pock-
et limits and prescription costs.
• Find out about programs that can 
assist paying for Medicare at medi-
care.gov or the Division of Aging 
and Adult Services of the Mississip-
pi Department of Human Services.
  Individuals who contact recip-
ients about any type of private 
Medicare coverage:
• Must be licensed by the state. 
Check with the Mississippi Insur-

See MEDICARE on A14

Large and at large
Escapee had crashed with deputy hours earlier

Garcia

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A “security renovation” that’s being 
done at the Jones County Adult Deten-
tion Center may have made it a little less 
secure than usual.
 Manueal Garcia, 26, ran out of the 
jail Friday afternoon just after being 

transported back there from his initial 
appearance in Jones County Circuit 
Court. 
	 Law	enforcement	officials	quickly	
set up a perimeter along Interstate 59, 
Highway 11 and Paulding Road to try to 
contain him, but he was not found Fri-
day evening or over the weekend. Rain 
and cooler temperatures moved into the 

area Friday night.
 The 6-foot-3, 240-pound Garcia re-
portedly ran out of his jail-issued shoes, 
Crocs, and may have been swimming 
with gators in the Tallahoma Creek 
to	elude	law	enforcement.	K9	officers	
reportedly tracked him to the creek and 

See ESCAPE on A14

The pickup crashed into a tree after flipping and two of the occupants were ejected. 
(Photo by Dana Bumgardner/Jones County Fire Council)

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 The teenage driver of a pickup that 
crashed	off	Highway	15	South	on	Sat-
urday morning died of his injuries the 
next day, according to reports.
 Hunter Breazeale, 16, was ejected 
after crashing a Ford Ranger into a tree 
along the 1100 block of the highway. 
He was airlifted by Rescue 7 to Forrest 
General Hospital, where he died on 
Sunday. He would have turned 17 on 
Oct. 25.
 He attended Christian Life Church, 
which is near the scene of the crash 
in the Glade Community. A post on 
the church’s Facebook page said that 
Breazeale, who had attended school at 
the church since it opened, was on life 
support after the crash and was being 
taken	off	of	it	on	Sunday	morning.
 “We love this boy like our own family 
and are asking everyone to pray!” read 
the	post	by	Zoe	Huff.
 Breazeale and a teenage girl were 
both ejected from the vehicle. She was 
transported from the scene by EMServ 
Ambulance to South Central Regional 

See TEEN on A3


