
From staff reports

 A Laurel native is behind bars, charged 
with sex crimes against children, and inves-
tigators believe he may have more victims 
across the country.
 Harry Trest, 74, was charged with multiple 
counts of sexual battery, child molestation 

and showing sexually-oriented material to 
a child and is being held without bond in 
the Hancock County Correctional Facility, 
according to media reports. His accusers are 
both girls under age 10.
 But Investigator Jamie Nelson of the 
Waveland Police Department told the Sea 
Coast Echo that at least four other victims 

from two other states have come forward 
with new allegations.
 “This spans back into the early ’90s, and 
what’s sad is, they were all very young, 
between the ages of 5 and 13, when it hap-
pened,” Nelson told the newspaper.
 Trest has lived in Alabama, Arizona, Flori-
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• Richard Allen
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• Henry D. McCoy
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• William C. Powell
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today in history
Feb. 7

1943: The U.S. government 

announces that shoe rationing 

would go into effect in two days.

1999: NASA’s Stardust space 

probe is launched. The mission 

is to return comet dust samples 

from comet Wild 2. The mission 

is completed on Jan. 15, 2006 

when the sample return capsule 

returns to Earth. 
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The heat is on Saturday in Laurel
Chili cook-off, dog park grand opening and art showcase on tap

Another big crowd is expected for the Magnolia State Bank chili cook-off Saturday in Laurel.
(LL-C file photo)

By Sean Murphy
murph@leader-call.com

 Weather-guessers are predicting cool weath-
er with little chance of rain for Saturday, which 
is shaping up to be one of the busiest of the 
year in Laurel. 
 The eighth annual Magnolia State Bank Chili 
Cook Off is scheduled for 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Satur-
day on the 500 block of Central Avenue. 
 The event features music, beverages and 
teams competing for prizes and bragging 
rights. All entries are cooked on site and 
judged by a team of professionals. 
 Grand-prize winners will be chosen for two 
categories — Traditional and Homestyle — and 
will receive $1,000 each. 
 Chili is sold in an all-you-can-eat bowl for 
$10 or a bottomless keepsake pottery bowl 
— handcrafted by local potter Carl Buchanan 
— can be purchased for $25. Kids under 12 eat 
free.
 For more, go to laurelmainstreet.com/
events/chili-cook-off/, call 601-433-3255 or 
email info@laurelmainstreet.com or promo-
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Serial sex offender?
Laurel man in Coast clink charged with horrific crimes

Trest

Making a pitch for pot
Laurel man trumpets
economic boon with

marijuana legalization

Steven Griffin speaks to the Laurel City Council about his plan for legalizing marijuana in 
Mississippi. (Photo by Mark Thornton)

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 Supervisors and City Councilmen heard from a Laurel 
man who was touting a new industry that would bring 
7,500 jobs to the state and have an estimated economic 
impact of $450 million.
 Steven Griffin insists he isn’t just blowing smoke when he 
talks about the money the marijuana business could bring 
to Mississippi.
 “We’re not asking you for money, we’re going to bring 
you money,” he told the Board of Supervisors.
 Griffin was promoting Ballot Measure 67, the Cannabis 
Freedom Act, that he hopes the voters will be able to decide 
on.
 “It would allow adults in Mississippi to create markets 
that would benefit the state,” he said. “Once it’s passed, we 
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