
By Jack Hammett
reporter@leader-call.com

	 Traffic	in	the	northbound	
lanes	of	Interstate	59	was	
backed	up	for	at	least	two	hours	
Thursday	morning	after	a	crash	
involving	a	septic	utility	truck	
and	a	Freightliner.
	 With	multiple	vehicles	scat-
tered	in	the	roadside	ditch,	the	
crash	appeared	worse	than	it	
was;	a	BMW	and	a	GMC	flew	
off	the	back	of	the	trailer	of	an	
Eagle	Express	Transit	truck	
driven	by	Timur	Tairov,	31,	of	

New	York	when	the	guard	rail	
went	through	its	front	end.	A	
B-Clean	utility	truck,	which	lost	
a	tank	of	fluid	in	the	crash,	was	
also	in	the	right-side	ditch.
	 According	to	Mississip-
pi	Highway	Patrol,	cruisers	
responded	to	a	crash	report	at	
the	83	mile	marker	at	8:54	a.m.	
when	the	B	Clean	truck,	driven	
by	Kandace	Haney,	24,	of	Lau-
rel	reportedly	rear-ended	the	
Freightliner	about	a	mile	off	the	
Moselle	exit.	Both	vehicles	left	
the	roadway.	Both	drivers	and	a	
passenger	in	the	B-Clean	truck,	

Brandon	Gardner	,	25,	of	Soso,	
were	taken	to	South	Central	
Regional	Medical	Center	by	an	
EMServ	Ambulance.
	 All	parties	were	buckled	in,	
the	MHP	reported.	What	ap-
peared	to	be	septic	gray	water	
had	spilled	in	the	roadway,	
causing	a	noticeable	odor.
	 South	Jones	Fire	and	Rescue,	
Moselle	Volunteer	Fire	Depart-
ment,	Ellisville	Fire	Depart-
ment	and	the	Jones	County	
Sheriff’s	Department	assisted	
at	the	scene.
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By the Numbers
                                     Cases     Deaths
Mississippi ..... 131,970 .....3,519
Covington Co. .....1,096 ..........31
Forrest County ....3,365 ..........83
Jasper County........763 ..........20
Jones County ......3,207 ..........85
Smith County ........657 ..........16
Wayne County ....1,090 ..........22
Numbers were last updated by the  Miss. 

Department of Health on Nov. 13
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ROSCOE RUNS NO MORE

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

	 A	Jones	County	man	with	a	long	history	of	
running	from	law	enforcement	decided	not	to	
run	his	luck	with	a	jury.
	 Ralston	“Roscoe”	Sinclair	Keyes,	35,	admitted	
to	shooting	at	Deputy	Matt	Bailey	in	January,	
and	on	Thursday	morning,	the	defendant	spoke	
directly	to	the	deputy	in	Jones	County	Circuit	
Court.
	 “I	sincerely	apologize,”	Keyes	said,	explain-
ing	that	he	was	“bad	off”	on	drugs	at	the	time.	
“Please	forgive	me.”
	 Bailey	accepted	his	apology.	And	Judge	Dal	
Williamson	accepted	the	plea	agreement	that	

was	worked	out	between	Dis-
trict	Attorney	Tony	Buckley	and	
public	defender	Patrick	Pacific	
moments	before	the	case	was	
set	to	go	to	trial	at	South	Central	
Place.
	 Keyes	was	ordered	to	serve	20	
years	in	the	full-time	custody	of	
the	Mississippi	Department	of	
Corrections	after	pleading	guilty	
to	attempted	assault	of	a	law	en-
forcement	officer	and	possession	
of	a	weapon	by	a	felon.	He	was	
sentenced	as	a	habitual	offender,	
meaning	he	will	be	required	to	
serve	his	time	day-for-day,	with	
no	early	release,	Buckley	noted.	

He	will	also	have	to	spend	10	years	on	post-re-
lease	supervision	under	the	MDOC.
	 “We	were	ready	to	go	to	trial,”	Buckley	said.	
“But	we	were	all	in	agreement	that	this	was	for	
the	best.”
	 The	plea	deal	means	that	Keyes	will	go	to	
prison,	and	there	were	no	assurances	of	that	
happening	if	it	were	left	up	to	the	jury,	even	with	

four	good	witnesses	and	solid	evidence,	Buckley	
said.
	 “That’s	the	elephant	in	the	room,”	he	said	of	
the	fact	that	Keyes	is	black	and	Bailey	is	white.	
“It’s	2020,	and	you	just	don’t	know	if	a	juror	is	
going	to	say	‘guilty’	or	‘not	guilty’	no	matter	what.	

That’s	an	issue	now.”
	 On	New	Year’s	Day,	Bailey	pulled	over	the	
Chevrolet	S-10	pickup	that	Keyes	was	driving	on	
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Buckley

Roscoe Keyes is escorted after his arrest by Jones County Sheriff's Department deputies.  
(Photo by Mark Thornton)

A Freightliner carrying multiple cars was im-
pailed on the guard rail. The driver sustained 
moderate injuries. (Photo by Jack Hammett)

Notorious criminal takes 
last-minute plea for 20 years 
after shooting at deputy
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