
By Sean Murphy
murph@leader-call.com

 John Stringer had an 
idea.
	 The	training	officer	for	
the	Laurel	Police	Depart-
ment’s	K-9	Division	—	a	
four-man	group,	including	
Stringer	—	is	also	a	dog	
lover.	He	thought,	“What	if	
I took that training and the 
love	of	canines	and	started	
a	pipeline	of	future	LPD	
K-9	officers?”
	 “Raising	the	money	
for	K-9s	is	a	challenge,”	
Stringer	said.	“Laurel	
has	done	an	excellent	job	
helping	to	keep	this	K-9	
Division	going,	but	it	is	a	
chore	to	go	out	and	find	
those	funds.”
	 Purchasing	a	trained	
K-9	can	cost	upward	of	
$15,000	Stringer	said	
and	much	of	the	current	
force	has	been	purchased	
through	donations	from	
civic	clubs	and	private	
donations.
	 “I	have	the	credentials	
to	train	dogs,”	Stringer	
said	in	December.	“I	talked	
with	(department	leaders)	
about	doing	just	that	—	
breed	and	bring	in	our	own	
dogs.	As	a	result	from	that,	
Onyx	is	here.”
	 Onyx	is	the	first	K-9	to	be	
bred	within	the	department.	
He	is	an	offspring	of	String-
er’s	former	K-9	Veto.	It	was	
Stringer’s	first	attempt	at	
breeding	dogs	and	Stringer	
is	actively	training	him.	
	 “We	have	three	right	
now	that	are	in	different	
stages	of	training.”	String-
er	said.	“The	puppies	—	
they	are	all	over	the	place.	
Onyx	is	just	getting	to	the	
age	when	the	puppy	stage	
is	coming	out	of	him.
	 “He	responds	to	train-
ing.	His	obedience	is	pretty	
decent	and	his	odor	is	pret-
ty	decent.	But	there	is	no	
aggression	in	him…	now.”
	 Stringer	said	that	could	
easily	change,	and	point-
ed	to	him	being	told	that	
when	his	dog	Ringo	was	
less	than	a	year	old,	he	had	

no	aggression.	But	now,	
“he	is	a	bad	mammy-jam-
my,”	Stringer	said.	
	 K-9s	work	for	about	a	
max	of	10	years,	String-
er	said,	but	some	are	
in	service	for	less	time.	
Officer	John	Windsor’s	dog	
Johnny	—	the	superstar	of	
the	department	—	likely	
has	about	two	years	left	to	
serve,	Stringer	said,	and	he	
is	hoping	to	have	a	current	
crop	of	puppies	ready	for	
service.
	 “Johnny	is	the	perfect	
police	dog,”	Stringer	said.	
“All	dogs	have	strengths	
and	weaknesses,	but	his	
are	mostly	strengths.	He	
is	a	seasoned,	veteran	cop	
dog.”
	 “The	older	he	gets,	the	
better	he	gets,”	K9	officer	
Heath	Blancett	said	of	
Johnny.
 Stringer has had to 
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Taking a
bite out
of crime

LPD K-9 trainer hopes to breed, train
next generation of officers for department

Officer John 
Windsor and his K-9 
Johnny at the de-
partment’s training 
facility. Top photo, 
Kastor is all business 
when it comes to 
working. At left, 
John Stringer’s for-
mer partner Veto at 
a memorial for fallen 
K-9 officers. Bottom, 
Roman Moss and 
his K-9 Max. 
(Photos submitted)

Leader-Call’s ‘Home Town 100’ People’s Choice 
special 36-page section inside today’s editionThe winners are:

See K9 on A12

Youth softball
player dies at 12

Seventh-grade student
at Wayne Academy

collapsed before practice
at Merchant Park

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

	 A	seventh-grade	soft-
ball	player	died	after	
warming	up	for	practice	
at	Merchant	Park	in	
Ellisville	on	Monday	
evening.
	 Taylor	Louden,	a	
12-year-old	Wayne	Academy	student	
who	lived	in	Quitman,	was	pronounced	
dead	after	being	taken	by	ambulance	to	
South	Central	Regional	Medical	Center.	
	 “They	had	been	warming	up	for	about	
15	minutes,”	said	the	girl’s	uncle,	Mau-
rice	Floyd	of	Hattiesburg,	and	when	she	
headed	back	to	the	dugout,	she	began	
throwing	up,	then	collapsed.
	 Taylor	had	no	prior	medical	problems	
that	Floyd	was	aware	of.	A	cause	of	
death	had	not	been	determined.
	 “It’s	brutal,”	he	said	of	his	niece’s	

Taylor Louden

See LOUDEN on A12

Teen in U.S.
illegally
charged

in rape on
Briarwood
Teen victim said she was

kidnapped, assaulted
By Sean Murphy
murph@leader-call.com

	 Two	19-year-old	men	—	
one	believed	to	be	in	the	
United	States	illegally	—	
were	arrested	and	charged	
Wednesday	after	a	teen-
ager	said	one	of	the	men	
kidnapped	and	raped	her	
on	Sunday.
	 Elder	J.	Vasquez,	19,	
was	arrested	in	Pendorff	
area	and	charged	with	
one	count	of	rape	and	one	
count	of	kidnapping.	He	
was	expected	to	have	his	
initial	appearance	in	Laurel	Municipal	
Court	on	Wednesday.
	 Edgar	Rosas,	19,	was	arrested	at	a	

See RAPE on A12

Vasquez

Rosas

today in history
1885: The Salvation Army is 
officially organized in the U.S.
1974: A streaker runs onto 
the set of “The Tonight 
Show” starring Johnny 
Carson.


