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 A Laurel man is in cus-
tody and another is being 
sought after 
they were 
accused of 
breaking in 
and robbing 
an elderly 
man and 
taking a 
teenager 
hostage from 
their Moselle 
home.
 Trevon 
Lampley, 
21, is being 
charged 
with armed 
robbery and 
kidnapping 
after being 
arrested at a residence 
on Tuesday, Investigator 
Reuben Bishop of the Jones 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment said. They are still 
searching for Stephen “Sip” 
Ruffin, who is also believed 
to have been involved.
 They are accused of 
going into a residence 
on Moselle-Oak Grove 
Road around 4:30 a.m. 
on Tuesday and stealing a 
wallet, phone, Xbox and 
other items from a home. 
They were wearing hoodies 
and masks and armed with 
guns.
 “The grandfather woke up 
with a gun in his face,” Bish-
op said.
 There were two adults and 
two teenagers in the home 
at the time of the break-in. 
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By the Numbers
                                     Cases     Deaths
Mississippi ....... 87,805 .....2,623
Covington Co. ........740 ..........18
Forrest County ....2,242 ..........68
Jasper County........507 ..........13
Jones County ......2,246 ..........76
Smith County ........492 ..........13
Wayne County .......863 ..........21
Numbers were last updated by the  Miss. 

Department of Health on Sept. 8

• Helen Frances Busby

• Christopher D. Hudson

• Willie C. Reed

• William Haskel Shoemake Jr.

• Ronald Dempsy Thomas
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Dixie Electric customers could be 

downloading in December

LFD Station 5 operational
after COVID-19 outbreak

Firefighters’ gear hangs on the wall at the back of Fire Station 1 in Laurel. (Photo by Jack Hammett)

Eagle Scout dies in wreck

Chief to complainers: ‘Not so fast …’
“We can’t put an officer there 
24/7. We don’t have the num-
bers. What are we supposed to 

do, stop working wrecks in front 
of Walmart? Stop going after 

drunk drivers? Am I supposed to 
pull an officer from North Laurel, 

from Queensburg, to stay on 
West 15th Street?"

LPD Chief Tommy Cox

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 After being criticized for not 
stopping speeders on a busy Lau-
rel street, police Chief Tommy 
Cox could have channeled popu-
lar college football commentator 
Lee Corso with his response: 
“Not so fast, my friend …”
 Cox said his officers “spend 
much more time (on West 15th 
Street) than most areas,” and 
that the department does its best 
with the resources it has to con-
trol the problem.

 “We can’t put an officer there 
24/7,” he said. “We don’t have 
the numbers. What are we 
supposed to do, stop working 
wrecks in front of Walmart? Stop 
going after drunk drivers? Am I 
supposed to pull an officer from 
North Laurel, from Queensburg, 
to stay on West 15th Street?
 “I realize that the most import-
ant thing to everybody is what’s 
happening outside their business 
or their home … but we try to pay 
proper, fair attention to every 
place. We have to be balanced. 
We try to be as fair and respon-

sive as we can with the limited 
resources we have.”
 Cox’s comments came after 
Tuesday evening’s Laurel City 
Council meeting, after West 15th 
Street residents Sheila Hennis 
and James Chiddister spoke 
to the council members about 
speeders on her street during the 
Citizens’ Forum. 
 Residents on the road that’s 
known as the “back way” to 
Walmart have said that speed 
has been a problem on the road 
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By Jack Hammett
reporter@leader-call.com

 Fire Station 5 is still manned and 
“fully operational” after multiple 
staff members tested positive for 
COVID-19 on Sunday, Laurel Fire 
Chief Leo Brown said.

 That night, the station was shut 
down and disinfected. No fires or 
emergency situations arose during 
that time, Brown said. The station 
was opened back up at 6 a.m. Mon-
day.
 “We immediately went to proto-
col. When a station goes down, the 

two other stations (in that area) 
respond,” Brown said. “We sent the 
guys home who tested positive, and 
we notified Station 1 and Station 2 
that they would cover that territo-
ry.”
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Conner Landrum and Victoria McLaurin 
(Facebook)

By Jack Hammett
reporter@leader-call.com

 A Jones County Eagle Scout is dead after a crash on 
Highway 42 near the Perry County-Forrest County line 
Monday night.
 Conner Landrum, 21, of Ovett is another one of 
several local Scouts to die in crashes over the past 
few years. According to a release from the Mississip-
pi Highway Patrol, Landrum was operating a GMC 
pickup when his vehicle ran off the right shoulder and 

struck an embankment. He was pronounced dead at 
Forrest General Hospital.
 He leaves behind his parents, Bo and Michele 
Landrum, and his brother Justin.
 “Conner was a sweet spirit full of life,” Kerri Quinn 
Temple wrote in his honor. “All we can do as a com-
munity, as a family and as friends is pray to our sweet 
Savior that he wrap his comforting and loving arms 
around them all in the days to come. My heart is abso-
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