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'No special treatment'

By Jack Hammett
reporter@leader-call.com

 In the wake of a settlement 
in a case in which two former 
Laurel police officers were ac-
cused of beating a black man, 
the Jones County Sheriff’s 
Office is facing allegations that 
one of its deputies committed 
brutality against a black man.
 Ricky Dunn of Covington 
County is suing Jones County 
and Sheriff’s Deputy Brennon 

Chancellor over claims that 
Chancellor violated his con-
stitutional rights and hit him 
in the face multiple times with 
a flashlight “unprovoked,” 
according to a lawsuit filed by 
Collins attorney Corey Gibson. 
The lawsuit cites six alleged 
violations of Dunn’s rights, 
including fabrication and mis-
interpretation of evidence and 
the county’s failure to train 
and supervise its officers.
 “Jones County had wholly 

failed to train its officers, in-
cluding Chancellor, regarding 
the use of force,” the file states, 
and in a different section: “The 
Defendant’s actions were in 
bad faith and were intended 
and designed to punish Plain-
tiff.”
 The lawsuit, filed earlier 
this month, alleges Chancellor 
conducted an unlawful search 
and seizure leading up to the 
beating. It also alleges false im-
prisonment, claiming Dunn’s 

arrest, beating and confine-
ment were unconstitutional. 
 Dunn is seeking unspecified 
compensation for emotional 
distress, suffering, loss of rep-
utation, humiliation and more.
 The incident is alleged to 
have occurred within the span 
of minutes, or even less.
 According to the suit, on 
April 20, Dunn was sitting in 
his parked truck due to his 

Covington County man sues sheriff's department
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Newly elected supervisor explains 
criminal charges against son, wife
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 The son and wife of a newly 
elected Jones County supervi-
sor are facing burglary-related 
charges after the younger man 
went into his former girl-
friend’s home and took a ring 
without her permission.
 Gage Dickerson, 22, was 
charged with burglary of a 
dwelling and Marsha Dick-
erson, 52, was charged with 
accessory after the fact on 
Tuesday. He is being held 
in the Jones County Adult 
Detention Center on $5,000 
bond and she was released 
on a signature bond, said 
Phil Dickerson, who is the 
young man’s father and the 
woman’s husband. He was 
elected Beat 3 Supervisor 
earlier this month, unseat-
ing longtime incumbent 
Barry Saul, and he will take 
office in January.
 “We are family strong and 
will deal with this,” the elder 
Dickerson said. “There will 
be no special treatment for 
my family. The matter will 
go through the proper pro-

cess as any others.”
 Gage Dickerson went to 
the home of his girlfriend 
on Morning Dew Road to 
take back a ring he’d given 
her, his father said. When 
he went to a local pawn shop 
to get money for the ring, 
he didn’t have his driver’s 
license, so he got his mother 
to use her license for the 
paperwork. That’s how she 
became an accessory in the 
case, Phil Dickerson ex-
plained.
 “I raised my children to 
be honest, hardworking 
and truthful, and I do not 
condone my son’s reckless 
behavior,” he said. “I raised 
him better than this. It’s just 
a bad situation.”
 The elder Dickerson said his 
son is a first-time offender, 
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Supervisors may divide costs
of ‘economic development’ roads

Phil Dickerson, right, shares a laugh with Beat 3 Supervisor Barry Saul, left, 
during a break in the most recent supervisors meeting. Dickerson unseat-
ed the longtime incumbent Saul earlier this month. Also pictured are Wiley 
Pickering and CAO Danielle Ashley. (Photo by Mark Thornton)

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 The Jones County Board of Supervisors may 
start dividing the costs of maintaining county 
roads that get heavy industrial traffic.
 Board President Jerome Wyatt asked super-
visors to bring a list of roads that fit that criteria 
for discussion in the first meeting of December, 
which is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. Monday at the 
Jones County courthouse in Laurel.
 “A lot of economic-development roads, like 
Hawkes Road, shouldn’t be all up to one beat to 
maintain,” Supervisor Barry Saul said.
 Wyatt agreed, saying, “They serve the inter-
ests of the entire county.”
 A request by Diane Shoemake of Clark En-
gineering sparked the idea. She said there had 
been a request that roads in the Howard Tech 
Park — Tech Boulevard, Howard Drive, Edison 
Way — be added to the county’s road registry.
 “They need overlaying, so it’s strange that it 
came up now,” Beat 4 Supervisor David Scruggs 
said. “They’re going to be asking me to overlay 
it for them. I have more roads than I can keep 
up with now.”
 That’s when Wyatt suggested that the tech 
park could be added to “general county main-
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