
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 
 The “Psycho Path” haunted trail in 
Ellisville appeals to young teens who 
are looking for a Halloween scare. 
But the most frightening character 
there may not be fictional. The pro-
prietor, Curtis Lowery, was recently 
indicted for two counts of sexual 
battery against children.
 Archie Foster, 61, is a former 
Mississippi Highway Patrol trooper 
who now teaches self-defense classes 
in Laurel. Those skills he teaches 
may just help young people fight off 

people who, like him, are listed on 
the sex-offender registry.
 “I’m trying to make a living,” Foster 
told Clarion-Ledger investigative 
reporter Jerry Mitchell in an exposé 
earlier this month. “I spent 13 years 
in prison for looking at dirty pictures 
on the internet. I’ve never victimized 
anybody.”
 Investigators, prosecutors and 
other child advocates often say that 
every time an illicit image of a child 
is viewed, it’s like victimizing the 
child all over again. Foster never was 
accused of directly committing any 
offenses against a child.

 But the fact that his business, 
Foster’s Self-Defense Academy, is 
allowed to teach martial arts to chil-
dren has exposed a loophole in the 
laws that govern sex offenders. Those 
on the registry are restricted when 
it comes to where they can reside or 
work — neither can be too close to a 
school or a day care, for instance — 
but nothing prevents them from run-
ning a business that caters to minors.
 That was discovered several 
months ago, when the Leader-Call 
first talked to Investigator J.D. Carter 
of the Jones County Sheriff’s De-
partment, who oversees sex offend-

ers in Jones County. He checked 
with officials in Jackson who are in 
charge of the statewide registry and 
learned that Foster was not violating 
the terms of his release from prison 
by owning a business that teaches 
children as young as 3 how to defend 
themselves.
 Lowery, 48, was arrested in June, 
accused of having sexual contact 
with a family member when she was 
between ages 5 and 9, Capt. Tonya 
Madison of the JCSD said at the 
time. Lowery has since been indicted 
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 The source of the Hood family’s un-
imaginable pain has now been trans-
formed into a place of eternal peace.
 On a sunny October Sunday after-

noon at Centerville 
Baptist Church, 
members of the 
congregation crowd-
ed the sanctuary, 
where it was stand-
ing room only, for 
the dedication of a 
prayer garden that 
was constructed in 
memory of 14-year-
old Sydney Hood.
     She was the 
daughter of Chad 
and Niki Hood, and 
the granddaughter of 
the church’s pastor, 
76-year-old Jimmy 
Hood. In a tragic 

twist, he was driving the car, taking 
Sydney to South Jones Middle School, 
on the morning of April 1, 2016 when 
they crashed with another vehicle. 
 Sydney died. Her family was forever 
scarred — especially her grandfather.

 But church members he’d been there 
for over the years were there for him as 
he managed to preach her funeral and 
face the agonizing days that followed. 
On this recent Sunday afternoon, they 
cried with him as they watched a video 
of Sydney doing an interpretive dance 
at church and as he shared stories 
about the boldness of her faith, wit-
nessing to strangers at home or while 
on vacation.
 And they celebrated with him as his 
vision was completed, her life now me-

morialized behind the church that’s 
nestled in the woods between Big 
Creek and Hebron.
 The way his vision became a real-
ity was also a testament to faith.
 Last September, he was at a Jack-
son hospital to be with a church 
member who was getting surgery. 
In the waiting room, he was with a 
couple who were there with a fami-
ly member. 
 They visited for a while and he 
learned that the couple enjoyed 
big-game hunting and had done 
that in many countries. They 
shared videos and photos. The man 
mentioned that he had outlived his 
doctor’s prognosis for his life. Rev. 
Hood then shared the story of his 
granddaughter and how she had 
died that morning in April 2016. 
 “I told the couple about Syd-
ney’s special love for the Lord 
Jesus Christ and how she would 
tell strangers about Jesus and how 
much He meant to her,” he recalled.
 Hood also talked about the 
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1831: Escaped slave Nat Turner 
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See FAITH on A6

DON’T LET YOUR KIDS TRICK-OR-TREAT AT THESE HOUSES
Complete list of Jones County sex offenders can be found on Page B3

Pastor Appreciation
Congregation — and a total stranger — help Rev. Hood’s vision become reality

See a salute to pastors on Page A6

‘Nothing else 
matters except 
where you’re 
going. Tell your 
kids you love 
them every day. 
I’d do anything 
to have mine 
back so I could.’

Chad Hood

Sydney’s father

‘Psycho Path’ owner, self-defense 
teacher accused sex offenders

Loophole lets them own, operate businesses

See ACCUSED on A5

The entrance to the prayer garden. At left, a tribute to Sydney Hood 
at the church. (Photos by Mark Thornton)


