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Family from Ellisville will appear
on Monday's Family Feud at 6 p.m.

PLAYING
THE FEUD

By Sean Murphy
murph@leader-call.com

 What started as a last-minute idea for a pair of 
Ellisville sisters will come to a conclusion Monday 
night when the Darby family will appear on the 
Steve Harvey-hosted game show “Family Feud.” 
The show will air on CBS at 6 Monday evening.
 The team is made up of sisters April Darby and 
MeKael Black, mother Anita Darby, cousin Steven 
Peppers and Black’s husband Dorian. 
 The Darbys' appearance will culminate a nearly 
yearlong journey from trying out in a casino in 
Atmore, Ala., to rubbing elbows with the ultra-pop-
ular Harvey.
 The family was not allowed to talk about what 
happened to them on the show, if they won any 
money or how they performed. Even when Peppers, 
a jovial man, started to tell a funny story about what 
happened, he was cut off.
 On Monday, the wait will be over.
 In 2018, April called MeKael about trying out for 
the show. MeKael loved the idea — but not many 
others in the family shared her enthusiasm. They 
convinced their mother Anita, MeKael’s husband 
Dorian, who participated reluctantly, and cousin 
Steven to try out.
 Like hundreds of other families that weekend at 
the casino east of Mobile, they auditioned, had fun 
and went home. Producers told families if they had 
been selected to move on in the process, they would 
get a postcard. (Up until families are actually in 
the studio, there is no guarantee they will make the 

See FEUD on A12

BREAKDOWN
First Roy Dry’s nephew broke down,  

then the system did … and now he’s in ICU
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

alvin Walters was having a 
breakdown since his wife left 
him, his aunt Mona Dry said. 
But it was a breakdown in 
the system that caused her 
husband to get a beat-down 

that put him in the intensive-care unit, 
she said.
 “We saw it coming,” Dry said by 
phone from ICU at Forrest General. 
“We kept telling (the Jones County 
Sheriff’s Department) this was going to 
happen. Jones County dropped the ball. 
We would not be here now if they had 
handled this the right way. There was no 
reason they couldn’t take in Calvin.”
 Roy Dry, 56, her husband of 37 years, 
was viciously beaten in the early morning 
hours of Sunday, Sept. 29, while trying to 
take care of his nephew. It’s not known 
exactly what happened because the victim is still on a ventila-
tor, fighting for his life, and Walters “isn’t in his right mind,” 
his aunt said.
 But the result of what happened that morning is painfully 
evident. Roy Dry has bleeding and swelling on his brain, all 
the bones in his face except his jaw are broken and there was 
blood in his lungs. The unmistakable imprint of a boot on his 
face was a disturbing clue for at least one of the weapons his 
assailant used. Doctors weren’t sure he was going to survive 
when he first arrived in the emergency room.
 “They told us to be prepared,” Mona Dry said. “But he’s 
pulling through. He’s going to make it. We’re just going to 
have to wait and see what deficits he may have.”
 The deficiencies in the way mental-health cases are handled 
are already easy to determine, she said. They’ve learned that 
the hard way. 

    A few days before the beating, she and 
her husband went to pick up Walters after 
they heard he was in trouble in Texas, 
where he was working on a pipeline.
    “He stripped and was running around 
the RV park saying he was Jesus Christ,” 
Dry said. 
    Walters was arrested and put in a 
padded room at the jail, and “He bit the 
foam off of the walls,” she said. “We knew 
something was bad, bad wrong.”
    Officials in Texas said that Walters’ 
problems were drug-induced, Dry said. 
    She and her husband were shocked 
because Walters had never had a prob-
lem with drugs or been in trouble with 
the law, she said. He lives in a $250,000 
house and had always been a good pro-
vider for his wife and two children, ages 
12 and 6, she added.
    “His wife left him over the summer 
and he started having a mental break-
down,” she said. “It’s been getting pro-

gressively worse.”
    They learned from authorities in Texas that if Walters’ con-
dition was caused by drugs, he should be “in his right mind” 
within 15 days, she said. If it was mental illness, his problem 
would still be evident after that time had passed. 
 “We asked them not to set a bond,” she said, and they 
stayed in Texas for four days trying to get help for him.
 But Walters was bailed out of jail by a “pipeline buddy,” Dry 
said. They later found him “living on a beach” in Freeport, 
Texas, and got him to come back to Jones County with them.
 “His Uncle Roy was the only person he would listen to,” Dry 
said.
 They got him home on Friday, and it was soon obvious that 
they had their hands full.
 “My husband stayed with him all Friday night and we spent 
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today in history
Oct. 12

1492: Christopher Colum-
bus, an Italian explorer, sights 
Watling Island in the Bahamas. 
He believes that he had found 
Asia while attempting to find a 
Western ocean route to India. 
The same day, he claims the 
land for Isabella and Ferdinand 
of Spain. 


