
By Tori Ellis
For the Leader-Call

 Keri and Laekin Rowell 

moved into their new home 

during the first week of 
November and hosted their 
first gathering of close friends 
shortly thereafter.
 Last Monday night, the 
young couple opened their 
home to the world on a new 

episode of “Home Town,” and 
on Tuesday, their 7th Ave-

nue home was open to new 
friends, neighbors and fans of 
the show as Community Bank 
hosted an open house.
 “It’s such a once-in-a-life-

time experience getting to be 
on ‘Home Town’ with Ben 
and Erin,” Keri said. 
 As viewers could see, the 
house needed plenty of 
updates and repairs. The 
entire exterior was repainted 
and refurbished, complete 
with new steps and land-

scaping. The porch was also 
re-screened, and a swing/bed 
was added. Inside, some of 
the rooms only needed paint, 
new fixtures and refinished 
floors, but the kitchen and 
master bath were complete 
overhauls. 
 “Although living in the 
historic district was definite-

ly on our radar before, it is 
now a dream come true,” 
said Keri, whose family owns 
Lott Furniture in downtown 

Laurel. “My favorite is our 
bathroom. I’m a huge bath 

person, so naturally this room 
is my favorite. I work a lot, so 
this is my space to unwind.”
 Laekin’s favorite part of the 
home is the special bed-sized 
swing that Ben made for 
them.
 “I’m an outdoorsy person, 
so the porch is a no-brainer 
for me as far as my favorite 
part of the additions and ren-

ovations,” she said. “It was so 
cool being able to see our new 
house and ourselves on TV 
when the episode aired, and 
we both ended up enjoying 
the experience, even though 
we were nervous.”
 The couple, both in their 
early 20s, married in January 
not long after purchasing the 
house. They had a budget of 
$120,000 and were able to 
buy the home on 7th Avenue 
for $27,000, then brought in 
the Napiers to renovate. With 
a budget of almost $100,000 
to do that, a substantial 
portion had to be spent on 
things such as electrical work 
and plumbing before any of 
the Napiers’ modern-vintage 
touches could be added.
 Community Bank did more 
“creative financing,” as bank 
officials have called it, to help 
make it all happen. 
 “We really didn’t know how 
straightforward and easy the 
process of becoming home-

owners would be,” Keri said. 
“Once we realized that Com-
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1815: Napoleon Bonaparte 

escapes from the Island of Elba. 

He then begins his second con-

quest of France

1987: The Tower Commission 

rebukes President Reagan for 

failing to control his national 

security staff in the wake of the 

Iran-Contra affair.
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Home Town hits 7th Ave.

Keri Rowell’s 
father Rodney, 
above left, and 

others gather 
in the kitchen 

during the open 
house. The 

outdoor of the 
Rowells’ home. 
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HE’S BACK!!!
Man in Thursday story arrested third time in first week of release

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A career criminal who was on the 
front page of Thursday’s edition 
for being arrested twice in a matter 
of hours each time after being 
released from jail … well, he was 
behind bars again.
 Curtis “Bo” Breland, 51, was back 
in the Jones County Adult De-

tention Center on Wednesday for 
trespassing and contempt of court. 
He was arrested by Laurel police 
and booked into the jail at 6:10 

p.m., according to 
jail records.
 That’s about the 
time the Lead-

er-Call was coming 
off the press, with 
a story at the top 
of A1 about Bre-

land being arrested 
again nine hours 
after he was released from the jail 
last Wednesday, and again over the 
weekend after he was arrested over 
the weekend.
 Breland charged with burglary 

and impersonating an officer in De-

cember 2017 after taking a chain-

saw and other items that belonged 
to an 86-year-old woman. He 
had reportedly offered to cut and 
remove a pine tree that had fallen 
in her driveway, but instead, he 
took the saw and other items and 
loaded them in his pickup, which 
had blue lights installed, according 
to a report from the Jones County 
Sheriff’s Department.
 Breland was released on 
Wednesday at 2:15 p.m., with the 
understanding that he return the 

chainsaw, said District Attorney 
Tony Buckley. Breland made it as a 
free man for about nine hours. He 
was arrested and booked back into 
the Jones County Adult Detention 
Center by 11:24 that night, charged 
with public drunkenness.
 Breland was released again on 
Friday, and was arrested again 
over the weekend for disturbance 
of family, according to jail re-

cords. Breland was released on 
Monday.
 The chainsaw was not returned, 
Buckley said.
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