
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

he Jones County Sheriff’s De-
partment is under investigation 
by the state auditor’s office for 
improper payroll practices, 
sources with knowledge of the 
investigation said.

 Two independent sources, speaking 
on the condition of anonymity, con-
firmed the investigation. Both said that 
the auditor’s investigators were looking 
into the way the JCSD handles overtime 
payments to employees.
 Sheriff Alex Hodge was in the Board 
of Supervisors’ meeting last Monday 

when he and everyone else in the room, 
except for supervisors and board attor-
ney/CAO Danielle Ashley, were dis-
missed from the room for a closed-door 
executive session.
 When the doors were reopened, about 
20 minutes later, board President Je-
rome Wyatt said that the state auditor 
was asked to “come look at a payroll 
problem.” Public officials are allowed 
to go into executive session to discuss 
potential litigation, personnel issues 

and economic development plans.
 They do, however, have to tell if any 
action was taken while they were in 
executive session. No one on the board 
said it was the JCSD that was being 
investigated, but since the meeting, the 
Leader-Call has learned that is the case.
 Supervisors also discussed the poten-
tial purchase of property and possible 
litigation while they were behind closed 
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TODAY!
Forecast favorable for

farmers’ market, movie

 The Downtown Laurel 
Farmers’ Market was rained 
out last week, but the fore-
cast calls for plenty of pro-
duce and fun today (Thurs-
day) when the market is open 
on North Magnolia Street 
from 5-8 p.m. There will be 
live entertainment on the 
main stage starting at 5 p.m. 
and the movie “How To Train 
Your Dragon: The Hidden 
World” will play on The Back-
lot from 8-10:30 p.m.
 The farmers’ market in 
downtown Ellisville will be 
9 a.m.-noon this and every 
Saturday through June at 
Front and Jessamine streets.

SHERIFF UNDER
INVESTIGATION
Possible ‘payroll problem’ in department cited in State Auditor's probe

'Public officials should serve the people, not use their positions to enrich themselves.'

From staff reports

 Two women with 
Jones County ties 
will be on the stage in 
the June 19-22 Miss 
Mississippi Pageant.
 Lydia Myers, 
who graduated from 
Northeast Jones and 
Jones County Junior College and attended Missis-
sippi College, is a senior at Ole Miss. She is pursu-
ing a Master’s of Fine Arts in musical theater with 
a career goal of being a professional performer 
and educator. 
 Myers, 22, won the title Miss Southern Magno-
lia to qualify for the statewide pageant. She plans 
to sing “How Great Thou Art” for her talent and 
her platform is The Worth Project, which she cre-
ated at the age of 12 to encourage people who have 
low self-esteem.
 “As a candidate who is not tall and skinny, I can 
have a genuine impact on people when I tell them 
that it is OK to be yourself, to be who God created 
you to be,” she wrote on her contestant fact sheet.
 Landry Payne, 19, is from Philadelphia in Ne-
shoba County, but she won the Miss Jones County 
pageant. She is a sophomore nursing student 
at East Mississippi Community College and is 
working to get her master’s and become a nurse 
practitioner.
 Her talent is acrobatic dance and her platform is 
“The Healthiest You.” She was the state’s Dis-
tinguished Young Woman overall fitness winner 
last year and she is a cheerleader at EMCC and a 
student leader in the Say No to Childhood Obesity 
campaign.
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Two independent sources, speaking on the condition of anonymity, con-
firmed the investigation. Both said that the auditor’s investigators were 
looking into the way the JCSD handles overtime payments to employees.
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 Shooting has begun for Season 4 of HGTV’s 
“Home Town,” which features Ben and Erin 
Napier and showcases Laurel to a national and 
international audience. 
 As the first day of filming for the fourth 
season began Wednesday, Erin Napier posted a 
message thanking fans.
  “I can’t tell you how much we appreciate this 
job we have,” she wrote. “Because y’all choose 
to watch it. And so we keep doing this. Filming 
things and talking about our ideas and dumb 
jokes and making things we hope will resonate 
with the people we give them to, and hardly ever 

thinking about the fact that these little bits even-
tually become sewn together with other bits and 
eventually it winds up on international television 
as one big work of art for better or worse … I 
can’t tell you how thankful we are for it.”
 She wrote that they feel “supremely lucky to 
have been plucked right out of the blue and to 
get to tell y’all why we love our town so much 
week after week.”
 Season 4 will have 16 episodes, it’s been 
reported. Seasons 1 and 2 had 10 episodes and 
last season had 13. The first episode of Season 4 
is likely to start in January.

Shooting starts for ‘Home Town’ Season 4

Ben and Erin Napier share a laugh while filming Season 4 of HGTV's "Home Town." 
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