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By the Numbers

                                  Cases   Deaths

Mississippi .... 11,967 ...... 570

Covington Co. ..... 117 .......... 1 

Forrest County .... 438 ........ 32

Jasper County..... 123 .......... 3

Jones County ...... 366 ........ 12

Smith County ..... 121 ........ 10

Wayne County ...... 51 .......... 0

As of May 19; From Miss. Dept. of Health
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Helping those

on the frontlines
Teen who has raised thousands 

to feed workers honored

• Marie Hathorne
• Howard McHenry
• Richard Pitts
• Elmo D. Pollock Jr.
• Leah Sampson
• Gwendolyn Sanders
• Johnny Earl Sansom
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Bok Homa staying closed as state casinos welcome gamblers
From staff reports

 While casinos in Mississippi 
prepare to open today (Thurs-
day), Bok Homa and Pearl River 
Resort will remain closed, offi-
cials said.
 “As eager as we are to welcome 
back our associates and guests, 
we think it prudent to wait a while 
longer," said William "Sonny" 
Johnson, president and CEO 
of Pearl River Resort. "For the 

well-being of our associates and 
guests, we have robust protocols in 
place that include everything from 
strict safety and sanitation mea-
sures to installation of new top-of-
the line cleaning technology. 
 "When we reopen, it will be with 
the confidence that the time is 
right for the safety of our associ-
ates, guests and tribal members. 
We encourage everyone to take 
care and be safe.”
 Mississippi casinos will be 

permitted to open at 8 a.m. today. 
Most Coast casinos will open to-
day, but Beau Rivage will remain 
closed until June 1.
 All of the casinos will be deep-
cleaned and sanitized and em-
ployees are required to wear face 
masks. Occupancy will be limited 
to 50 percent and social distanc-
ing will be required. 
 Casinos in Louisiana were per-
mitted to open on Monday.
 “To ensure our associates and 

guests return to the safest facility 
possible, a thorough reopening 
plan is in place that includes 
safety measures and additional 
equipment," Tribal Chief Cyrus 
Ben said. "We know our associates 
are ready to return to work and 
our wonderful guests are ready 
to come back to the Pearl River 
Resort and Bok Homa Casino ex-
perience they know and love. And 
we look forward to welcoming 
everyone back soon!”

Slot machines will ring today

Church in the

age of COVID-19
Governor offers guide

for resuming worship

‘He would not be dangerous to anyone. He’s very peaceful. 
He’s a great guy.’ — Autumn Gilbert

‘You’re telling us he’s a saint, but he doesn’t do it at the 
house, he does it out on the roads.’ — DA Tony Buckley

Accused baby killer
wants out of jail

Cory Gilbert heads back to jail while Judge Dal Williamson considers whether he will allow 
bond for him. Looking on is Gilbert’s attorney Thomas Brame. (Photo by Mark Thornton)

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A Jones County man who is accused of killing 
an elementary school teacher’s unborn child in 
a hit-and-run crash wants to get out of jail while 
he awaits trial, but the prosecutor argued that 
he poses a danger to the community.
 Cory Gilbert, 33, has been arrested 21 times 
since 2004, mostly for alcohol- and drug-relat-
ed offenses, and he should remain behind bars 
in the interest of public safety, District Attor-
ney Tony Buckley told Judge Dal Williamson 
in a hearing in Jones County Circuit Court on 
Tuesday.
 “Bond is appropriate in this case, and we 
plan to counter the argument that he’s danger-
ous to society,” said Gilbert’s attorney Thomas 
Brame of Bay Springs.
 Buckley and Brame each called witnesses to 
support their arguments. 
 Gilbert is accused of crashing a Nissan Titan 
pickup into a Honda driven by 28-year-old 
Mashayla Harper, who was 8 months pregnant 
and returning home from a baby shower on 
Jan. 4 near Soso. 
 He was initially charged with leaving the 
scene of an accident with injuries and released 
on $100,000 bond, set by Justice Court Judge 
Billie Graham. When toxicology test results 
came back in February and showed that Gilbert 
had a blood-alcohol level over the legal limit, 
the charges were upgraded to homicide-killing 
of an unborn child and aggravated DUI. Gilbert 
returned to justice court on Feb. 19 and Graham 
denied bond for him based on the seriousness 
of the charges and the potential risk his release 
would pose for the community, she said.
 Buckley made the same argument, but three 
of Gilbert’s family members and a neighbor 
testified that he has been traumatized and is a 
changed man. 
 “He went on nerve medication after the inci-

33-year-old has 
21 arrests since ’04

See GILBERT on A9


