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 A teenage drug addict who was 
ordered to remain in jail while she 
was pregnant was released from the 
hospital — with her newborn — after 
giving birth. 
 Less than two weeks later, the baby 
was found dead in the home with 
his young mother, 19-year-old Bai-
ley Kitchens. An autopsy has been 
ordered to determine the cause of the 
baby’s death.
 Justice Court Judge Billie Gra-

ham denied bond for Kitchens back 
in June, when the teen mother was 
charged with felonious child abuse af-
ter testing positive for ecstasy, meth-
amphetamine and amphetamines 
while she was six months pregnant, 
Capt. Tony Madison of the Jones 
County Sheriff’s Department said at 
the time.
 Judge Howell Beech signed the 
order to allow Kitchens to bond out of 
jail after she was sent to the hospital 
to give birth, but Graham said it was 

From staff reports

 There is nothing “junior” about 
the college in Ellisville, the pres-
ident of the newly named Jones 
College said on Friday.
 Dr. Jesse Smith, during the fresh-
man convocation, announced that 
the Ellisville two-year college will 
now be known as Jones College, or 
JC for short.
 “We are not changing our 
vision; we are changing our name 
to better fit our image,” said 
Smith. “Just as the University of 
Mississippi is universally known 
as ‘Ole Miss’ and the Mississippi 
University for Women, ‘The W,’ 
Jones County Junior College will 
now be known more precisely as 
‘Jones College.’ The term ‘junior 

college’ is no longer 
indicative of who we 
are or what we offer. 
Our education is just 
as rigorous, and our 
students are just as 
successful as those of 
four-year universi-
ties. There is nothing 
‘junior’ about us 
anymore.” 
 Legally and officially, the name 
will not change and the athletic 
teams will still be known as the 
Jones College Bobcats.

     The announcement 
drew rave reviews from 
freshmen gathered at 
the event, which also 
included a speech by 
internationally known 
speaker and author 
Andy Andrews. Faculty, 
staff and administra-
tors “revealed” the 

new image and logo and the future 
of Jones College they have been 
researching for a decade. 
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‘Our education is just as rigorous, and our students are 
just as successful as those of four-year universities.’

Jones College President Dr. Jesse Smith
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today in history
Sept. 11

1297: Scotsman William Wal-
lace defeats the English forces 
of Sir Hugh de Cressing-

ham at the Battle of Stirling 
Bridge.

1789: Alexander Hamilton 
is appointed by President 
George Washington to be the 
first secretary of the treasury.
2001: Four airliners are 
hijacked and intentionally 
crash. Two airliners hit the 
World Trade Center, which 
collapsed shortly after, in New 
York City, N.Y. One airliner hit 
the Pentagon in Arlington, Va. 
Another airliner crashed into 
a field in Pennsylvania. About 
3,000 people are killed. 

DIRE STRAITS

Animal Rescue League
on verge of closing
without more help

New day at JC
See KITCHENS on A12

Will Hill, right, with his brother An-
thony, left, and their father Tracy Hill. 
(Photo from Facebook)

Sibling 
tragedy 

in Stringer
By Mark Thornton
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 One brother is dead, and his 
family and community are wound-
ed after what has been unofficially 
determined as an accidental fatal 
gunshot.
 William Hill, 20, was pro-
nounced dead at South Central 
Regional Medical Center on Satur-
day evening. He and his 22-year-
old brother Anthony were looking 
at a handgun and it “accidentally 
discharged,” according to the 
incident report. The call to County 
Road 2313 went out at 6:30 p.m.
 “This hits extremely close to 
home,” Jasper County Sheriff 
Randy Johnson said. “These 
brothers both played football with 
my son … this has torn our com-
munity to pieces.”
 The case will be turned over to 
District Attorney Matt Sullivan 
when it is completed, but all pre-
liminary reports indicate that it 
was an accident, Johnson said.
 “The family is struggling … such 
a tragic loss,” he said.
 It was the second tragedy to hit 
the small, tight-knit community in 
as many weeks.
 On Aug. 24, 8-year-old sec-
ond-grader Riley Kate Gunter was 
killed after the four-wheeler she 
was riding on with a 13-year-old 
boy overturned. She was a cheer-
leader for Stringer.
 Hill was a standout baseball 
player and football player for the 
Red Devils. He was the son of Tra-
cy and Stacey Hill.
 “Today we mourn the loss of 
another Stringer Red Devil, Will 
Hill,” according to a post on the 
Stringer baseball Facebook page. 
“A kind-hearted young man whose 
vibrant personality could light up 
the room. His life was a blessing 
to so many. He will be greatly 
missed.
 “Please keep the Hill family, 
friends and the Stringer Commu-
nity in your prayers.”
 In March 2016, 15-year-old Cole 
Buchanan, a Stringer High School 
sophomore, died when another 
man who was showing off a hand-
gun to friends shot Buchanan.
 A Jasper County grand jury did 
not find enough evidence for an 
indictment against the shooter, 
21-year-old Brandon Miller. The 
shooting was ruled accidental.

As part of the new logo revealing and announcing other changes at the Freshman Convocation, Jones Col-
lege President Dr. Jesse Smith dons a T-shirt with the new logo for the college. 
(Photo by Shawn Wansley/JC Media Relations)

JCJC rebranded as Jones College;
‘nothing junior about us anymore’

See JC on A2

Broken bond
Baby that was protected in womb dies after going home with mother

Kitchens

on stage • a8

OH, FUUUDDDGE

Auditions for
‘A Christmas Story’

set for tonight, Thursday


