
 The Laurel School District, under the lead-
ership of Dr. Toy Watts, has a restructuring 
plan for the 2019-20 school year. 
 The addition of a 4-year-olds’ kindergarten 
program has been added for Mason Elemen-
tary School. Statistics prove that children 
who have access to early education are more 

successful in kindergarten, school district offi-
cials said. This will now give the district early 
education programs at all three elementary 
schools. 
 To facilitate the space for the additional 
pre-K program, fourth and fifth grades from 
Mason will now attend our newly established 

Laurel Upper Elementary School on the 
Maddox Campus. All fourth- and fifth-grade 
students from Maddox, Mason and Oak Park 
will attend Laurel Upper Elementary School. 
Maddox Elementary School’s current lower 
grades will attend Oak Park, making both 
Oak Park and Mason pre-k through third 

grade schools.
 By placing fewer grade levels at our ele-
mentary school campuses, this will allow 
those administrators the ability to provide 
better grade-specific supports, school officials 
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DAVIS, HODGE
SET FOR RUNOFF

Davis

Hodge

24-year law enforcement veteran gets 998 more votes than incumbent in sheriff's race

Changes in Laurel elementary schools, magnet school moved to 5th Avenue
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Up next: Runoff 

elections on Aug. 

27, 7a.m. to 7 p.m. Macon Davis and wife Shelly were all smiles after outpolling three-term Sheriff Alex Hodge to 
force a runoff. (Photo by Mark Thornton)

'I am humbled 

by all of the 

people that 

showed up to 

vote for me.'

Macon Davis

•••

'If it is your will 

that a new 

sheriff take this 

position, then 

I will support 

that. I will do 

everything I can 

to help 

transition.'
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By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 It was a night for challengers to 
shine. And no smiles were brighter 
than those inside the Cosmic Cafe, 
where Republican sheriff candidate 
Macon Davis and his supporters had 
their watch party on Tuesday night.
 “We are thrilled,” said Davis, who 
has 24 years in local law enforce-
ment. “I am humbled by all of the 
people that showed up to vote for 
me.”
 Davis, a political newcomer, out-
polled three-term incumbent Sheriff 
Alex Hodge and almost beat him 
outright in the Jones County Re-
publican primary. He was 235 votes 
short of getting over the 50 percent 
threshold to win the Republican 
nomination, getting 6,836 votes 
(48.33 percent) to Hodge’s 5,838 
(41.28 percent). Republican chal-
lenger Paul Sumrall got a little over 9 
percent of the votes, with 1,275, and 
194 voters had write-in candidates.
 “We need your help,” Hodge said 
on a Facebook Live talk about the 
election Wednesday morning. “We 

See ELECTION on A7


