
Editor’s note: Lisa Cochran chal-
lenged Jones County Drug Court 
graduates to share their stories of 
restoration, and we will provide a 
forum for them to do just that in up-
coming editions.

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 The broken and hopeless were 
restored and hopeful as they cele-
brated their completion of the Jones 
County Drug Court program during an 
emotional ceremony at South Central 
Place on Thursday night.
 “This is the ending and a beginning 
of sorts,” Judge Dal Williamson said. 
“After tonight, you are no longer ac-
countable to drug court … but you are 
accountable to yourself, your family 
and to God.”
 There was plenty of laughter and 
tears as the 10 graduates talked about 
the journey from being addicts who 
had alienated themselves from their 
families to becoming responsible and 
reunited with their loved ones. Most 
thanked program director Consuelo 
Walley, case manager Kenyada Smith 
and officer Carrol Windham and late 
officer Jimmy Reynolds for their 
tough love and dedication over the last 
three-plus years.
 “I’m very proud of each one of you 
and I love each one of you,” William-
son said. “You have turned your lives 
around.”
 The judge — who meets regularly 
with all drug court participants — read 
excerpts from essays the graduates 
wrote about how the program had 
changed their lives, without revealing 
the name of the author. The theme for 
all of them was summed up in what 
Reynolds told one participant when he 
started the program: “He said, ‘It ain’t 
gonna be easy, but it’s gonna be worth 
it’ … You were right, sir.”
 Graduate after graduate told how 
they had nothing after reaching rock 
bottom, but after putting their hearts 

in the program and kicking their bad 
habits, they now have jobs, homes, ve-
hicles and restored relationships. The 
key to it all, they said, is being rooted 
in their Christian faith.
 “I was crushed into a million 
pieces,” one graduate wrote. “There 
was nothing left for me but jail or the 
grave.”
 Another wrote, “I had 13 arrests 
… four totaled vehicles … and two 
little heartbroken boys after Mom-
ma passed out from taking too many 
pills.”
 Another summed up the feelings 
of fellow graduates with this: “By the 
grace of God, I have another chance.”
 A tear-jerker of a video — set to 
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Graduates and their loved 
ones had to break out the 
tissues during a musical 
video tribute to the grad-
uates, from left, Jennifer 
Bilbrey, Nicole McKee and 
Chelsea Robinson react to 
seeing their progress. Left 
photo, 2021 Jones County 
Drug Court graduates, 
seated from left, Fanchon 
Rogers, Stephanie Wil-
liams, Jennifer Bilbrey, Ni-
cole McKee, Tobi Godwin, 
Chelsea Robinson; back, 
Jonathan Ballard, Patrick 
Ponthieux, Brad Kilpat-
rick and Joshua Sanford. 
(Photos by 
Mark Thornton)
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Tears and cheers for 10 drug court grads

See SEASON on A13

TEEN PARTY HOUSE HOSTS BUSTED
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A residence outside of Ellisville has been serving as a 
“party house” for teenagers, Jones County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment officials said, and two adults are facing charges for it.
 Scott Wilks, 46, and James Harris, 40, were both arrested 
for contributing to the delinquency of a minor  last week 

after the JCSD got evidence that dozens of minors had been 
going to the residence at 86 County Home Road to drink 
alcohol, do drugs and participate in organized fights, Sgt. 
Jake Driskell of the JCSD Narcotics Division said.
 “They had a ring set up at the house and they beat the 
snot out of each other … one got knocked out,” Driskell said. 
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