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Laurel will
scratch its
gambling itch

By Jack Hammett
reporter@leader-call.com

 As the Mississippi lottery looms, local vendors are 
arming themselves with lotto kiosks and nerves of 
steel.
 The Mississippi Lottery Corporation announced last 
month that scratch-off tickets will go on sale at partici-
pating retailers Monday and that large-prize games will 
begin early next year. Vendors applied to participate 
earlier this year, with at least 20 Laurel businesses 
having been approved by the corporation, according to 
the Mississippi Lottery Corporation website.
 Gas and service stations are the main vendors, and 
some have even erected displays early. Managers and 
franchisees are saying the same thing: Everyone is 
excited. The freshly cleaned linoleum floors are not, 
however.
 “There’s going to be a lot of foot traffic, but we’ll 
be OK,” said Heather Murry, manager of the Exxon 
station at Interstate 59 and Highway 15.
Murry said customers and employees have been asking 
about the scratch-off tickets.
 “I’m a little excited, a little not,” she said. “We’re 
going to have all types, like truck drivers and every-
thing else. We’re just going to see how it is.”
Cherish Williams, manager of Circle-K on Chantilly 
Street, made similar statements and noted her employ-
ees have particularly been excited.
 “We’ll probably be busy Monday, but I’ll be off that 
day,” she laughed. “They got the whole (kiosk) set up 
over there three weeks ago, and a lot of people have 
been asking about it. I’ll probably buy one.”
 The Mississippi Lottery Corporation formed in 
2018 during the Mississippi Legislature and is a legis-
latively-created corporation. Gov. Phil Bryant appoint-
ed its board members. The first $80 million in earnings, 
the MLC said, will go into the state’s infrastructure. 
The second $80 million will be invested in education.

CITY SETTLES POLICE-BRUTALITY LAWSUIT

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 It took 12 minutes for 12 jurors to de-
cide that Kasey Chance Rogers was guilty 
of possessing a 12-gauge shotgun illegally. 
It likely would have taken even less time 
if they’d heard his rant to the judge before 
his sentencing in Jones County Circuit 
Court.
 Rogers, 35, had a letter that public de-
fender John Piazza “refused to present” to 
the court, Rogers told Judge Dal William-
son. The defendant said there is “an elab-
orate scheme going on in Jones County” 
that was used to convict him of possession 
of a firearm by a convicted felon. 
 Rogers proceeded to go on a rambling 
explanation, saying that “youth illuminati” 
were to blame and “dog flea collars from 
China” were being used to communicate 
with him and others through a “chip in 
their ear.” He insisted that he is not schizo-
phrenic but he was “listening to schizo-
phrenia in my ear … I swear to God.”
 Rogers went on to say something about 
his daughter’s pit bull puppy getting run 

over and how there were warnings of dan-
ger for his family members being commu-
nicated through the ear chips.
 “They framed me successfully using 
those dog collars,” Rogers told the judge, 

adding something about the Canaanites 
and “the whole reason Hitler fought the 
war” during his diatribe.
 “I’m going to fight this till the day of 
my death. They think they’re untouch-
able,” he concluded.
 Williamson sentenced Rogers to eight 
years in the full-time custody of the Mis-
sissippi Department of Corrections and 
ordered him to serve two years of post-re-
lease supervision under MDOC and pay a 
fine of $2,000. 
 The charge stems from an incident last 
Dec. 15, when deputies were dispatched to 
the residence of Rogers’ brother and sister-
in-law on the 5000 block of Highway 84 
West. Rogers was there with a shotgun and 
tried to get in the house while yelling his 
brother’s name, a family member and Sgt. 
J.D. Carter of the Jones Count Sheriff’s 
Department testified.
 There was also testimony about Rog-
ers “neutralizing” a JCSD K9 that was 
attempting to subdue him. Rogers testified 
that the dog was “very professional” and 
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Kasey Rogers, right, and public defender John 
Piazza look at the jury as the guilty verdict is 
delivered. (Photo by Mark Thornton)

By Jack Hammett

reporter@leader-call.com

 James Barnett, the man suing the City of 

Laurel and two police officers for brutality, 
announced to the U.S. Southern District Court 

in Hattiesburg on Nov. 15 that he and the de-

fendants had reached a settlement outside the 

courtroom, according to court filings.

 With the case now thrown out, the year-

long thread of legal drama involving Laurel 

Police Department officers Bryce Gilbert and 
Wade Robertson has been knotted off. It began 

May 16, 2018 on the side of a road in Jasper 

County, where the two officers stopped and 
allegedly “publicly tortured” Barnett.

 “Defendants assaulted and physically 

tortured and verbally humiliated Mr. Barnett 

 Details of settlement not public
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Dog-collar message defense
doesn’t work for defendant
Rogers gets 8 years for having firearm he wanted to pawn to get brother out of jail for Christmas

County schools’ career-tech director up for national award
 The director of the Jones 
County School District’s vo-
tech program is in the running 
for a national award.
 Rex Buckhaults, director 
of the Jones County Career 
Technical Center in Laurel, 
was selected as Region IV 
Administrator of the Year by 
the Association for Career 
and Technical Education. The 
award recognizes administrative career-tech 

professionals who have “demonstrated lead-
ership in ensuring teacher and student suc-
cess and have made significant contributions 
toward innovative, unique and effective CTE 
programs,” according to a press release 
from ACTE.
 Buckhaults was an agriculture teacher 
for 14 years and has been a CTE adminis-
trator for 26 years. He recently completed 
his third term as president of the state 
ACTE and was the 2018-19 Mississippi 
ACTE Member of the Year. He has re-

ceived numerous awards over his 40-year 
career for teaching and school leadership, 
and he “is a true believer in CTE,” accord-
ing to the press release.
 Buckhaults is one of five finalists for 
the 2020 national title. The winner of that 
award will be announced at the ACTE 
Awards Gala on Wednesday, Dec. 4 in Ana-
heim, Calif.
 That event is being sponsored by Ex-
press Employment Professionals, Good-
heart-Wilcox, CareerSafe and Stratasys.

Buckhaults
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