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today in history
Sept. 22

1862: President Abraham 

Lincoln issues the preliminary 

Emancipation Proclamation. It 

states that all slaves held within 

rebel states would be free as of 

Jan. 1, 1863. 

1969: Willie Mays hits his 600th 

career home run. 

City to regulate Airbnb?
Council will decide whether to regulate growing number of Airbnb properties in city

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

	 Some	Laurel	officials	want	
to	regulate	Airbnb-like	rentals	
and	some	are	wanting	to	err	
on	the	side	of	caution.
	 “There	needs	to	be	some	

governing	of	
Airbnb	and	
short-term	
rentals,”	said	
Councilman	
Jason	Ca-
pers,	who	is	
chairman	of	
the	council’s	
Planning	
Committee.	
    He pro-
posed	an	or-
dinance	that	
uses	Ocean	
Springs	as	a	
model.

				Residents	who	offer	short-
term	rentals	would	be	re-
quired	to	apply	for	a	permit	
with	the	city’s	Inspection	
Department	and	pay	a	$200	
fee,	then	a	$50	renewal	each	
year.	A	limit	of	35	permits	
would	be	issued.	All	of	the	
premises	would	have	to	pass	a	
basic	inspection	for	safety	and	
have	adequate	parking,	Har-

old	Russell	of	the	Inspection	
Department	said.	The	pro-
posed	ordinance	would	also	
require	that	a	list	of	guests	be	
maintained.
	 Councilmen	Tony	Wheat,	
George	Carmichael	and	Tony	
Thaxton	questioned	several	
points	in	the	proposed	ordi-
nance	or	if	it’s	needed	at	all.
	 Wheat	said	that	the	matter	
was	brought	to	the	attention	
of	officials	because	of	a	“ruck-

us”	that		took	place	involving	
an	Airbnb	rental	property	on	
North	6th	Avenue.
	 “That’s	the	reason	we’re	
here	today,”	he	said.	“Other-
wise,	no	one	would	even	know	
they	existed.”
	 A	total	of	20	local	proper-
ties	—	12	of	which	are	in	the	
Laurel	city	limits,	Wheat	said	
—	have	been	in	operation	for	
short-term	rentals	since	the	
HGTV	series	“Home	Town”	

made	the	town	a	tourist	desti-
nation.
	 “Why	are	we	involved	in	
this?”	Carmichael	asked.	
“Landlords	rent	property	ev-
ery	day.	And	we	already	have	
ordinances	on	the	books	if	
someone	causes	a	nuisance.”
	 Thaxton	asked,	“What’s	the	
public	interest	in	regulating	
Airbnb?”
 

‘What’s 
next? Are 
we going to 
tell people 
they’ve got 
too many 
people on 
their patio 
for a 
barbecue?’
Councilman
Tony Wheat

See Council on A12

GUN ‘WENT OFF,’
STRUCK SUV

From left, Councilmen Tony Thaxton, Tony Wheat and Anthony Page discuss the possibility of reg-
ulating short-term rental properties such as Airbnb in Laurel. (Photo by Mark Thornton)

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

	 A	south	Jones	County	man	and	woman	
were	arrested	after	his	gun	“went	off”	
and	hit	a	passing	SUV,	and	she	took	off	
and	hid	the	gun.
	 Curtis	Rominger,	26,	was	charged	with	
aggravated	assault	and	Harley	Lee,	23,	
was	charged	with	tampering	with	phys-
ical	evidence	after	the	incident,	which	
happened	last	Wednesday.	They	were	

arrested	this	week	and	made	their	ini-
tial	appearance	in	Jones	County	Justice	
Court.
	 The	couple	was	in	a	blue	1993	Chevrolet	
Astro	Van	on	the	side	of	McLemore	Road	
when	Javaris	Harris	and	James	Collins	
passed	by	in	a	Ford	Expedition.	“they	heard	
a	loud	noise,	saw	a	flash	of	light	and	the	
back	glass	shattered,”	Judge	Billie	Graham	
said,	reading	from	the	affidavit	of	Investiga-
tor	J.D.	Carter	of	the	Jones	County	Sheriff’s	
Department.

	 The	men	in	the	SUV	recognized	the	van	
from	the	same	trailer	park	they	live	in	on	
the	200	block	of	McLemore	Road,	so	they	
were	able	to	point	investigators	toward	the	
suspect.
	 A	9mm	shell	casing	was	found	at	the	
scene,	according	to	the	affidavit.
	 “(Rominger)	said	he	keeps	the	gun	in	
his	lap,”	Carter	said.	“He	said	the	van	had	
broken	down,	he	got	out,	and	when	he	did,	
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Laurel schools
receive ‘F’ rating;
changes coming
State delays releasing official scores

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

	 The	release	of	schools’	reports	cards	was	delayed	
for	a	month,	but	some	of	the	results	trickled	out	to	the	
media	…	and	not	all	of	them	were	good.
	 The	Laurel	School	District	was	the	only	one	in	the	
Pine	Belt	to	be	graded	with	an	“F”	and	the	Jones	
County	School	District	received	a	“B,”	their	leaders	
said.	All	of	the	county	elementary	schools	were	graded	
A	or	B	and	all	of	its	middle	and	high	schools	got	a	C,	
Superintendent	Tommy	Parker	said.	
	 The	state	board	of	education,	which	inexplicably	
stopped	the	release	of	the	scores	to	the	public	on	
Thursday,	have	said	that	“revisions	are	being	consid-
ered”	to	the	way	the	grades	were	calculated,	Parker	
said.
	 Laurel	Schools	Superintendent	Dr.	Toy	Watts	said	
that	she	and	other	school	leaders	have	developed	
an	intense	plan	to	help	increase	student	proficiency,	
and	that	includes	changes	to	administration,	policies,	
technology,	instruction	and	curriculum.
	 “With	over	80	percent	of	our	students	scoring	below	
the	proficiency	mark	in	many	areas,	we	see	great	
opportunity	for	growth,”	Watts	said.	“As	I	begin	my	
first	full	school	year	with	the	Laurel	School	District,	
we	are	excited	to	bring	about	many	positive	changes	
for	2018-19.	During	the	summer,	our	leadership	team	
worked	diligently	to	revamp	all	aspects	of	the	district.”
	 The	district	began	the	year	with	changes	in	leader-
ship	at	every	school.	
	 “With	four	new	principals	joining	the	Tornado	
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