
From staff reports

 The remains of a 
woman found in For-
rest County last week 
have been identified as 
missing mother Falisa 
Carter, and two Laurel 
men who were jailed 
after her disappearance will 
likely face upgraded charges 
if foul play is deemed the 
cause of her death.
 Her boyfriend Demar-
cus McGruder, 32, was 
charged with kidnapping 
in December and he is still 
in the Forrest County Jail. 
Timothy “T Money” Evans, 
29, was later arrested for 
accessory after the fact of a 
felony, which was kidnap-
ping. He was picked up by 
Laurel police.
 Carter’s body was sent 
to the State Crime Lab for 
an autopsy. If it’s deter-
mined that she was killed, 
McGruder’s charge could be upgraded to 
capital murder and he could be facing the 
death penalty, sources with knowledge of 
the case said.
 Acting on an anonymous tip, Hattiesburg 
police found Carter’s remains last Thurs-
day in a wooded area off J.C. Bryant Road, 
which connects Eatonville Road and Peps 
Point Road. On Wednesday, the remains 
were positively identified as Carter, accord-
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this day in history
April 13

1959: A Vatican edict pro-

hibits Roman Catholics from 

voting for Communists. 

1964: Sidney Poitier be-

comes the first black person 
to win an Oscar for best 

actor. It is for his role in the 

movie “Lilies of the Field.”

deaths • a3
• Dixie Ann Norman Boyd

• Vera Campbell

• Elisabeth W. deBoxtel

• Jerry Leonard Giles
• Albert Elijah Johnson

See MOTHER on A8

Houses of the Holifields
Fans gather downtown for Season 3 finale, prep for 4

Ben Napier, 
from left, Erin 
Napier and 
Judi Holifield 
talk to the 
crowd before 
the finale of 
‘Home Town’ 
Season 3 
played on the 
big screen.
(Photo by 
Tori Ellis)

‘If you have the 

opportunity 

and means to 

be on ‘Home 

Town,’ do it. It’s 

a great process 

if you have a 

little vision and 

actually know 

what you want... 

and Ben and Erin 

are wonderful.’

Judi Holifield

By Tori Ellis
For the Leader-Call

 Judi Holifield has joined the crowd she 
works for.
 And a crowd of 1,500 gathered in down-
town on Monday night to watch the Laurel 
Main Street executive director and her son 
Allen find their dream home in the histor-
ic district in the Season 3 finale of “Home 
Town.” The show was shown on a big screen 
outside of the Laurel Mercantile, with Ben 
and Erin Napier, Mayor Johnny Magee and 
Secretary of State Delbert Hosemann in 
attendance.
 “I love Laurel, and though I never intend-
ed to go on ‘Home Town,’ sometimes the 
planets align and it’s necessary to sacrifice 
yourself for the good of the cause,” Holif-
ield said with a laugh. “I’m a very private 
person who does not enjoy being the center 
of attention, but I knew I would be helping 
the community and Laurel Main Street by 
participating, and I’m happy that I did.”
 Fans traveled from all over the country to 
watch the finale. In the hours leading up to 
the show, there was an art walk, live music 
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BLUNT FORCE
JCSD Narcotics takes down complex ‘grow house,’ 
high-grade marijuana all worth more than $250K

Taylor

 A Jones County man is behind bars 
after being busted with what is being 
called the “most elaborate grow opera-
tion” ever found in the Free State.
 Ronald Taylor, 49, of Laurel was 
charged with possession of marijuana 
with intent to distribute, manufac-
turing marijuana and two counts of 
possession of a weapon by a convict-
ed felon after Jones County Sheriff’s 
Department narcotics investigators 
executed a search warrant at his resi-

dence in the western part of the county, 
according to a press release from the 
JCSD.
 Investigators recovered:
• 89 marijuana plants in various stages 
of growth;
• Approximately 5 pounds of marijuana 
in various stages of drying;
• Approximately 10 pounds of marijua-
na stored in a freezer;
• Approximately 1 pound of marijuana 
finished product ready for sale or use;

• Assorted growing equipment and 
paraphernalia;
• Various documents and records relat-
ed to the operation;
• Two firearms
 All of the marijuana recovered is con-
sidered “high grade,” meaning that it 
has a high THC content. The street val-
ue of the finished product recovered is 
approximately $5,600. Each plant has 

See BLUNT on A8


