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 One Laurel World War 
II veteran, whose birth 
was delayed by a pa-
rade on Armistice Day, 
couldn’t have timed his 
100th birthday better. As 
the clock turned 11 a.m., 
Charlie Sanders Sr. turned 
100 on Veterans Day at 
the Veterans Memorial 
Museum in Laurel.
 He served seven months 
overseas in France, Bel-
gium, Luxembourg and 
Germany in the U.S. Ar-
my’s 28th Infantry. Sand-
ers contracted gangrene 
on his feet in the trenches 
and spent four months in 
a wheelchair afterward. It 
took him more than a year 
to learn to walk again. 
 “We were holding a 50-
mile front, and I was right 
in the middle of it,” Sand-
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editor@leader-call.com

 A Jones County couple is going to prison for 
their roles in the shooting and 
killing of a young father at a 
Laurel motel a year ago.
 Steven R. Thornton Jr., 32, 
was ordered to serve a total of 
20 years in the full-time custody 
of the Mississippi Department 
of Corrections after pleading 
guilty in Jones County Circuit 
Court to manslaughter and 

possession of a weapon by a convicted felon. 
 His girlfriend Amanda Landrum, 32, was or-

dered to serve 
eight years in 
MDOC custody 
after pleading 
guilty to acces-
sory after the 
fact.
 Thornton 
was charged with murder in the September 
2020 shooting of 23-year-old Taheim L. Quinn 
of Soso at the Budget Inn on Ellisville Boule-
vard in Laurel. He was found suffering from a 
single shot to the chest in a room in the motel 
just before midnight on Sept. 28, then trans-
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Welcome to the Amick Farms Team!

The Leader-Call will 

publish its 

Thanksgiving issue 

on Wednesday, 

Nov. 24. There will 

be no newspaper 

on Tuesday, Nov. 23

Motel murder 
suspect sentenced

Thornton Landrum

Shooter gets 20 years, girlfriend gets 8 years

Quinn

Broken 
arrows

Laurel PD warning
of OkCupid scam

From staff reports

 The Laurel Police Department is warning 
the public of a phone scam that’s targeted 
local men who used a dating website.
 On Friday, the LPD began to receive 
complaints regarding a series of phone 
scams, Chief Tommy Cox said in a press 
release. The complainants, all of whom 
were men, advised that they began con-
versing with an individual they believed to 
be a woman through the use of the dating 
website OkCupid.
 After exchanging messages and pho-
tos with the person, they then received a 
phone call from a man who would inform 
them that they were the father of the wom-
an they had been speaking with and that 
she is a juvenile. 
 The caller then proceeded to make 
demands for various amounts of money 
in order to prevent him from pursuing 
child-related sex crime charges. The num-
ber on caller ID shows up as the LPD’s 
number. The people calling are not associ-
ated with the LPD, Cox said. 
 For more information or to report 
criminal activity, call the LPD at 601-399-
4440 or Crime Stoppers at 601-428-STOP 
7867).

WWII medal-winner 
turns 100 on Veterans Day

Charlie Sanders Sr. waves to the crowd while posing with his oldest great-great-grandson Boaz Hobi, 1, 
who is being held by Sanders' great-granddaughter Alissa Hobi. (Photo by Cam Bonelli)

Parade rolls
for Sanders


