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NOT SO FAST
Carmichael wins despite
Dewey-Truman moment

on WDAM news broadcast

Magee advances

Mayor wins Democratic primary;
two incumbent councilmen ousted

Election workers count votes during the primary election Tuesday at Laurel City Hall. (Photo by Cam Bonelli)

By Cam Bonelli
reporter@leader-call.com

 Incumbent Laurel Mayor Johnny Magee will face 
three candidates in the upcoming general election 
June 8 after winning the Democratic primary Tuesday, 
but a pair of City Council incumbents were ousted and 
a third won despite being declared the loser by a local 
TV news station. 
 Seeking his third term, Magee will vie for the may-
or’s seat against independents Miranda Beard, Antho-
ny Hudson and Kim Page.
 After counting votes past 10 p.m., the city clerk 
announced Magee received 1,304 votes total — about 
54 percent of the vote — meaning there would be no 
run-off election. Ward 5 councilman Stacy Comegys 
followed with 1,008 votes and Horace Cochran III 
received 95 votes.
 Magee said he felt relieved about winning the prima-
ry and was glad there would not be a runoff election. 
 There was an upset in the Ward 2 Republican pri-
mary as Kevin Kelly garnered 130 votes to defeat four-

term incumbent Ward 2 Councilman Tony Wheat by 
nearly 60 votes. Kelly will go unopposed in the general 
election. He said winning was kind of surreal. 
 “To some people, they feel it’s a small-town election, 
but when they task you with voting and making deci-
sions, I don’t take it lightly,” Kelly said. “I’ll be unop-
posed, and I look forward to it. 
 Kelly said that the past seven weeks meeting with 
the people of Laurel have been the most exciting in his 
life, other than the birth of his son and getting mar-
ried. 
 “I don’t want to step on any toes with Tony, but I 
have already started scheduling some meet-and-greets 
and town halls for the issues in Ward 2,” he said. “So 
when I get there in July, I can already start addressing 
the needs with the residents.”
 The Ward 4 race proved to be the most intriguing 
of the night when George Carmichael came close to 

Race-by-race results on Page A13
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 The most famous Election Day media blunder 
occurred in 1948, when the Chicago Daily Tri-
bune declared in a front-page headline "DEWEY 
DEFEATS TRUMAN."
 Thomas E. Dewey and incumbent Harry S. 
Truman were in a tight race, which Truman ac-
tually won.
 While it didn't carry the magnitude of Dew-
ey-Truman, local TV news station WDAM did 
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Limo
driver

smashes
cop car,

gets tased
Suspect has

long rap sheet
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

 A Wayne County man 
with a long rap sheet  
couldn’t outrun the long 
arm of the law after a long 
pursuit in a long car.
 Gary Dunn, 58, faces at 
least three felony charges 
after fleeing from officers 
in a stretch 
limousine 
on Easter 
evening. He 
is accused 
of inten-
tionally 
ramming a 
police vehi-
cle that had 
two officers 
in it, so he was booked into 
the Wayne County Jail on 
two counts of aggravated 
assault on a police officer 
and felony eluding.
 “I’ve got in a lot of chases 
over the years, but never 
with a limo,” said Waynes-
boro Police Department 
Chief Holt Ross, who re-
tired from the Mississippi 
Highway Patrol.
 It wasn’t the depart-
ment’s first encounter with 
Dunn, though. He has mul-
tiple drug charges on his 
record, and he was charged 
with capital murder in the 
2005 death of Nona Dirks-
meyer. Dunn was found 
not guilty. Dunn was also 
charged with murder in 
the 2014 death of Michael 
Henderson. He was out on 
bond on that charge after 
serving time in prison for 
violating the terms of his 
parole after a drug charge. 
Both killings were de-
scribed in media reports as 
“drug-related.”
 On Sunday, a WPD offi-
cer initiated a traffic stop 
on Highway 184 because 
the Cadillac limo Dunn 
was driving had no tag, 
Ross said.  He refused to 
pull over and a pursuit 
ensued.
 Dunn reportedly headed 
west on Highway 84 East 

Dunn
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