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 A longtime former local TV news 
personality called out the Laurel City 
Council about the conditions of the 
roads at Tuesday night’s meeting.
 Miranda Beard was 
speaking as a citi-
zen, not a reporter, 
when she said that 
the roads around her 
home are “atrocious 
at this time.” Every 
time it rains, asphalt 
that was used to patch 
potholes “washes 
away” and the prob-
lem “gets worse by 
the day,” she said. 
Because of that, the 
“money that is spent on patchwork is 
being wasted,” she said.
 Beard said she and other residents 
who live near her on Clairmont Circle, 
in North Laurel, are concerned about 
declining property values and she said 
new people don’t want to move to the 
area “because of the disrepair” of the 
streets.
 “I’ve lived in the city for 33 years, and 
I’ve never seen the streets look like they 
look now,” said Beard, who worked for 
WDAM for 30 years. “I’m speaking on 
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this day in history
March 9

1820: Congress passes the Land Act 
that paved the way for westward expan-
sion of North America.

1863: Gen. Ulysses Grant is appointed 
commander-in-chief of the Union forces.

1959: Mattel introduces Barbie at the 
annual Toy Fair in New York. 
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• Adeline Bole Crutcher

• Edwin Dick

• Marie Carolyn Holliman 

   Jones

• Jackie C. Moore

• Thomas Smith

• Ollie Omega Varner

See STREETS on A7

Zombie apocalypse 
hits Jones County

By Jim Cegielski
The Laurel Leader-Call

 
 People in Jones County are used to 
bridge closings, but usually those clos-
ings are caused by repair work, not the 
living dead. During the last week of Feb-
ruary, some residents were stopped at an 
Ovett bridge so that it could be cleared 
of zombies. Those lucky or unlucky few, 
depending on your perspective, wit-
nessed a zombie massacre at the hands 
of filmmaker Blair Kelly, the owner and 
producer of a movie franchise called 
“Splatterverse.”
 Kelly, who attended Northeast Jones 
High School and is from Ovett, is work-
ing on the first of a series of 16 films in 
the Splatterverse which he created. The 
first film, titled “Splat,” features Kelly as 

Northeast 
Jones grad 
filming in
Free State

Blair Kelly is seen on a bridge in Ovett 
after taking out some zombies.
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