
	 A	Waynesboro	police	officer	who	has	
worked	at	several	other	local	depart-
ments	has	been	placed	on	adminis-
trative	leave	after	using	a	taser	on	a	
teenager	at	a	gas	station,	according	to	
the	Wayne	County	News.	
	 James	Kirkley,	who	has	worked	for	
—	and	reportedly	been	fired	by	—	the	
Laurel	Police	Department,	the	Sanders-
ville	Police	Department	and	the	Jones	
County	Junior	College	Campus	Police,	
is	being	investigated	for	his	actions,	
Mayor	Richard	Johnson	told	The	
Wayne	County	News.	
	 The	cellphone	video	of	Kirkley’s	en-
counter	with	the	teen	has	been	viewed	
more	than	100,000	times,	shared	more	
than	2,000	times	and	has	elicited	more	
than	2,000	comments.	The	incident	oc-
curred	around	5:30	p.m.	Tuesday	at	the	
Valero	gas	station	on	Mississippi	Drive,	
Waynesboro	Police	Chief	Holt	Ross	told	
the	newspaper.		
	 Benjamin	Gage	Cason,	17,	was	
charged	with	disorderly	conduct,	
failure	to	comply,	failure	to	yield	to	an	
authorized	emergency	vehicle,	unrea-
sonable	noise	(muffler),	fleeing	vehicle	
and	resisting	or	obstructing	arrest.	
The	video	doesn’t	show	what	led	to	the	
teen	being	tasered	and	what’s	being	
said	isn’t	audible.	Cason	does	appear	
to	comply	by	handing	the	officer	his	
license	and	his	walking	away	when	the	
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Jones County Sheriff candidate Macon Davis talks to a crowd at Thursday’s 
Citizens Against Corruption meeting in Myrick. (Photo by Mark Thornton)
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	 Supervisor	Barry	Saul	blasted	
officials	at	the	local,	district	and	state	
level,	claiming	that	bridge	closures	in	
Jones	County	were	based	on	politics,	
not	safety.
	 “This	is	the	establishment	at	work,”	

Saul	said	of	orders	that	closed	down	
about	two	dozen	local	bridges	last	
year	and	11	this	week	because	of	
“insufficient	repair”	jobs.	“A	lot	of	
counties	didn’t	comply.”
	 But	counties	like	Jones	and	Wayne	
are	being	hit	hardest	by	the	bridge	
closures.	Both	of	those	counties	have	
been	strong	supporters	of	state	Sen.	

Chris	McDaniel	in	his	bids	for	U.S.	
Senate	—	against	Gov.	Phil	Bryant’s	
establishment	candidates,	Saul	said.
	 “Our	local	sheriff	is	part	of	the	es-
tablishment,”	Saul	said.	“It	seems	like	
every	time	there’s	bridge	closings,	
Jones	County	is	front	and	center.”

By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

	 Jones	County	Sheriff	can-
didate	Macon	Davis	wants	to	
wear	a	star,	not	be	one.
	 “I’m	not	interested	in	be-
ing	a	celebrity	on	Facebook	
Live,”	he	told	the	stand-
ing-room-only	crowd	at	the	
Citizens	Against	Corruption	
meeting	at	the	Myrick	Com-
munity	Center	on	Thursday	
night.	“There	is	a	time	and	a	
place	for	people	to	get	an	an-
nouncement	from	the	sher-
iff.	I	think	my	time	could	be	
better	spent	on	other	things	
than	being	a	celebrity.”
	 Davis	has	more	than	20	
years	of	law	enforcement	
experience,	with	stints	in	
the	Soso	and	Laurel	police	
departments	and	the	Jones	
County	Sheriff’s	Department	
and	a	year	as	School	Re-
source	Officer	at	South	Jones	
High	School.	He’s	worked	
as	a	training	officer,	road	
deputy,	K-9	officer,	narcot-
ics	agent	and	as	a	Special	
Response	Team	member,	
which	includes	extra	train-
ing	for	high-risk	arrests.
	 “I	have	a	broad	spectrum	
of	experience,”	he	said.	“The	
sheriff	has	to	know	what’s	

going	on,	making	sure	that	
everything	is	being	pro-
cessed	properly.	He	has	to	
be	accessible.	It’s	a	24/7	
job.”
	 Davis,	who	left	law	en-
forcement	to	go	into	private	
business	but	returned	as	a	
part-time	officer	in	Soso,	
said	he	understands	how	to	
make	and	meet	a	budget.
	 “Money	is	tight,”	he	said.	
“I	know	the	budget	woes.	If	
you’re	there,	you	will	know	
what’s	going	on	and	be	able	
to	limit	waste.”
	 Davis	said	he	would	be	a	
“full-time	sheriff”	and	he	
would	bring	back	good	offi-
cers	who	have	left	the	JCSD	
over	the	years.
	 “I’ve	worked	with	some	of	
the	best,	and	I’m	the	man	
who	can	get	them	back	to	
work	here,”	he	said.
	 Davis	said	he	would	
restore	a	good	working	
relationship	with	other	law	
enforcement	agencies	within	
the	county.	
	 “The	sheriff’s	department	
used	to	deputize	one	or	two	
officers	in	each	department	
so	they	could	serve	papers	or	
go	into	the	county	…	that’s	
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