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today in history
Oct. 6

1880: The National League 
kicks the Cincinnati Reds out for 
selling beer.

1939: Adolf Hitler denies any 
intention to wage war against 
Britain and France in an address 
to Reichstag. 

TAMPA TAKEDOWN
LPD captures Florida murder suspect on 1st Ave.

By Sean Murphy
murph@leader-call.com

 There she was just a walkin’ down the 
street…
 But 29-year-old Sara Dearman likely 
won’t be “singin’ ‘Do wah diddy diddy 
dum diddy do’” anytime soon.
 The keen eyes of Laurel police Inves-
tigator Kim Stewart while on patrol one 
morning led to the arrest of Dearman, a 
woman wanted in Florida for the killing 
of a 66-year-old man with whom she was 
living.

 Stewart saw Dearman 
walking down 1st Avenue 
at 11st Street shortly after 
the LPD had received 
an alert from Florida 
authorities that she was 
possibly in the Jones 
County area.
 Dearman was stopped 
by Stewart and arrested 
shortly thereafter on charges of escape 
and disorderly conduct — and also some 
serious Florida charges.
 She was in the Jones County Adult 

Detention Center on Friday waiting for 
Hillsborough County, Fla., authorities 
to transport her back to Tampa to face 
murder, carjacking and burglary of a 
dwelling charges.
 Dearman had been arrested at least 
twice over the past four years in Ellisville 
and once in Laurel — on misdemeanor 
charges, such as shoplifting and disor-
derly conduct. 
 It is not known with whom she was 
staying when she was spotted by Stewart 

Dearman

See TAMPA on A12Loblolly today
Laurel Main Street hosting 

9th annual downtown festival
From staff reports

 Laurel Main Street is celebrating the city’s heritage 
as a sawmill town with the 2018 Loblolly Festival in 
Downtown Laurel today (Saturday). The fun, food 
and festivity-filled streets open at 9 a.m. and it will 

all continue until 5 p.m. 
There is no entrance fee.
    Vendors and craftsmen 
will be set up to sell their 
wares, there will be a 
variety of children’s activ-
ities and there will be all 
kinds of live music playing 
throughout the day.
    More than 200 vendor 
booths made last year the 
largest festival to date, and 
several unique vendors 
have become regulars, 
including artisanal crafts-
men. A record-breaking 
12,000 festival-goers 
attended last year.
    The free event offers all 
sorts of attractions such as 
children’s rides, hands-on 

arts activities at Lauren Rogers Museum of Art, his-
toric tours, live music, the Art on Masonite contest 
and dozens of food vendors. Downtown merchants 
will be open to add to the mix of craftsmen and 
vendors.
 Laurel Main Street is a 501(c)(3) organization 
dedicated to revitalizing historic downtown through 
preservation and economic growth. To learn more 
about the Loblolly Festival and Laurel Main Street, 
visit www.laurelmainstreet.com.

Dayton Scoggins 
carves a sculpture 
during the 2016 Lob-
lolly Festival.

Close call with concrete

An Ellisville man suffered minor injuries, but he probably 
saved others from suffering major injuries when he crashed 
a concrete truck off Highway 15 South at Red Holifield 
Road on Thursday morning. Bradley Kilpatrick, 39, driving 
for Taylor Redi-Mix, was coming around a curve when he 
saw vehicles stopped in the lane waiting to turn, according 
to a press release from Jones County Fire Council spokes-
woman Dana Bumgardner. “He was unable to stop in time, 
and to avoid hitting the vehicles, he ran off the road,” 
she said. Kilpatrick suffered what were described as “mi-

nor injuries” and went to the hospital by private vehicle. 
Volunteers from Glade, Ovett and Powers responded to the 
crash, which shut down the highway for part of the morn-
ing. The Mississippi Highway Patrol, Jones County Sheriff’s 
Department and EMServ ambulance also responded. It was 
the second Taylor concrete truck to crash in a little more 
than two weeks. Howard Chapman, 25, overturned in a 
ditch on Township Road on the morning of Sept 17. He told 
deputies he was trying to avoid oncoming traffic. 
(Photo by Jones County Fire Council)


