
By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

	 New	Sheriff	Joe	Berlin	and	some	of	his	
top	team	members	met	at	the	Jones	County	
Sheriff’s	Department’s	Training	Center	at	
midnight	Monday,	then	did	a	walk-through	at	
the	sheriff’s	office.
	 “We’re	ready	to	get	up	and	going	and	do	
our	job,”	Berlin	said.	“I	made	a	promise	that	
we	were	going	to	be	proactive,	and	that’s	just	
what	we’re	going	to	do.”

	 The	JCSD	has	
been	working	with	a	
skeleton	crew	for	the	
last	several	weeks,	
with	only	two	or	
three	deputies	per	
shift,	Berlin	said.	He’s	
upping	that	to	four	
immediately	with	

plans	to	put	five	on	the	road	at	a	time.	That	
will	help	with	the	fatigue	that	the	deputies	
who	stayed	on	the	force	are	feeling,	he	said.	
	 “They’ve	been	run,	run,	running	and	they’re	
worn	out,”	Berlin	said.	“Having	more	per	shift	
will	help	alleviate	some	of	the	problems.”
	 He’s	also	making	some	changes	in	the	bud-
get	to	give	them	a	little	more	money.	
	 “We’re	saving	some	money	on	some	sala-
ries,	so	everyone	is	getting	a	little	raise,”	he	
said.	
	 The	department	is	fully	staffed,	he	said,	
and	the	Narcotics	Division	was	at	full	force	
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DOG DAYS
Swarm animal rescue shuttered; dozens of neglected animals sent to Hattiesburg shelter

Cash, a malnourished dog originally staying at SWARM 
animal shelter in Ellisville, is undergoing treatment 
before being fostered. (Photo by Jack  Hammett)

By Jack Hammett
reporter@leader-call.com

	 The	SWARM	animal	shelter	
closed	shop	and	shut	down	its	
social	media	after	neglected	
and	abused	dogs	were	found	
on	its	Ellisville	property	last	
week.	Now,	Laurel	and	Ellisville	
residents	are	asking	whether	
anyone	will	be	held	responsible.
	 On	Thursday,	SWARM	(Safe	
and	Warm	Animal	Rescue	Mis-
sion)	posted	on	its	Facebook	
page	that	it	was	shutting	down	

because	fixing	its	problems	
would	be	too	costly.	Its	animals	
are	still	being	transferred	to	
the	Hub	City	Humane	Society	
in	Hattiesburg,	with	priority	
placed	on	dogs	with	medical-
ly-advanced	conditions.	Within	
72	hours,	SWARM’s	social	
media	was	deleted.
	 Before	that,	the	rescue	stated	
it	was	“under	new	manage-
ment”	and	that	it	would	do	its	
best	to	repair	its	reputation.
	 “There	are	no	words	to	
explain	the	heartache	and	grief	

of	finding	out	this	happened	
to	our	very	own	animals	that	
have	already	been	through	so	
much,”	the	post	read.	“We	had	
people	hired	and	purchased	the	
supplies	to	have	our	animals	
properly	cared	for,	yet	those	
supplies	went	unused	and	the	
animals	were	harmed.”
	 A	person	familiar	with	the	
situation	said	charges	should	be	
pursued	under	the	Mississippi	
Dog	and	Cat	Pet	Protection	
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Tragedy in Soso

Team Berlin on board
Sheriff ready to roll after finding keys left on desks, no talks with ousted Hodge

On A2

In first meeting as 
supervisor, Dykes 
asks for return of
county equipment

Sheriff Joe Berlin and Chief Deputy Mitch Sumrall, left, smile as they look at the photos of past sheriffs 
after walking in the Jones County Sheriff’s Department just after midnight on Monday. 
(Photo by Mark Thornton)

Teacher’s unborn baby killed, hit-and-run driver charged

Hit-
and-run 
suspect 

James 
Cory Gil-
bert with 

Investiga-
tor J.D. 
Carter. 
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by Mark 
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By Mark Thornton
editor@leader-call.com

	 Moments	after	an	elementary	teacher	
was	celebrating	the	impending	arrival	
of	her	child,	her	baby	was	killed	and	
she	was	clinging	to	life	after	being	

struck	near	Soso	by	a	hit-and-run	
driver	with	a	long	history	of	impaired	
driving.
	 Mashayla	Harper,	24,	was	lying	along	
the	roadway	when	she	was	found	fight-
ing	for	her	life	after	the	Honda	Accord	
she	was	driving	was	struck	head-on	by	

a	2005	Nissan	Titan	on	Welch	Road	
just	before	6	p.m.	Saturday,	Sgt.	J.D.	
Carter	of	the	Jones	County	Sheriff’s	
Department	said.
	 James	Cory	Gilbert,	33,	was	charged	
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